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Roadside bomb kills Israeli soldier 

TEL AVTV (AP) — a roadside bomb exploded in South Lebanon kilEng 
“ seedier on patrol, the army said Saturday. Yuval Ratig. 18. was 
killed Friday night when the bomb went off near an Israeli army patrol at 
Beuafort ridge in the eastern sector of Israel's self-dedarcd "security 
? )oe - Lebanese reports said the army fired four tank rounds in the area 
^aturaay morning, near the site where some 400 Palestinians expelled by 
Israel in December were gathered to protest the U.S.-backed Middle East 
*»«s. The army did not confirm the report of shelling. Ratig was the 
nftn Israeli soldier killed this year by roadside bombs in South Lebanon. 
The army has said that some 40 such bombs have been discovered this 
year, bat most were neutralised. 
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Communist backers battle Moscow police 

MOSCOW (R) — . Hundreds of pro-corn muniM protesters battled against 
riot police with rocks and makeshift cudgels in Moscow Saturday after 
authorities blocked plans for a May Day protest against Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin. In the worst street violence since the August l*Nl coup 
attempt, police backed up special not forces on horseback responded with 
batons and drenched banner-waving, slick -wielding demonstrators with 
water cannon. Scores of people — police and civilians — were injured in 
the hour-long clashes, which erupted in the city's Gagarin Square after 
riot police first prevented about 2.000 communist and nationalist 
demonstrators from going to Red Square and then blocked their route to 
the Lenin Hills overlooking the city. Protesters hurled chunks of masonry 
at police and attacked them with poles form (heir banners when they 
found their route blocked by trucks and ranks of white -heimeted not 
police . Demonstrators smashed their way into trucks using meul ban and 
tried to push them aside, at least two were set on fire. The street was 
sirewen with rocks. 
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Jordan marks King’s anniversary of 
assuming constitutional powers with 
nation-wide festivities and celebrations 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The people of Jor- 
dan today celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s assumption of his con- 
stitutional powers with nation- 
wide festivities and ceremonies. 

The celebrations, which in- 
dude street marches, public ral- 
lies, exhibitions and folklore acti- 
vities, are planned in various 
towns and villages bedecked with 
flags, the King's portraits and 
other decorative signs as well as 
posters and slogans voicing sup- 
port for and pledging allegiance 
to the Hashemite Throne. 

Bom in Amman in 1935, King 
Hussein was brought up under 
the care of the late King Abdul- 
lah Ben A1 Hussein, his grand- 
father and founder of the King- 
dom, as well as his father, the late 
King Talal, and Queen Zein, the 
Queen Mother. 

The King acceeded to the 
Throne in 1952 when he was only 
17, and assumed his constitution- 
al powers in the following year. 

Despite his young age at the 
time of assuming power. King 
Hussein handled the affairs of the 
country with clear vision and 
long-term strategies, and man- 
aged to realise a number of ambi- 
tious development projects to 
bring Jordan to the fore of the 


developing countries. 

Today, Jordan's name is close- 
ly linked with that of King Hus- 
sein and Jordanians consider him 
as the symbol of the country's 
stability and progress in every 
field. 

King Hussein has paid special 
attention to the building ap of the 
Jordanian Armed Forces, equip- 
ping the army with the most up to 
date weapons to defend the na- 
tion. 

The King can look with pride 
on what has been achieved in his 
country and under his rule, and 
the Jordanian people have reason 
to be proud of having King Hus- 
sein at the helm to direct the 
destiny of the nation. 

A committee charged with pre- 
paring celebrations on this 
anniversary announced the 
Jordanian Armed Forces and the 
Public Security Department will 
organise joint military perform- 
ances at a special ceremony to be 
held in Marka, east of Amman. 
6.000 students will present athle- 
tic performances during the cere- 
mony. 

Committee Chairman Saiameh 
-Hammad said that the industry 
and trade sector will also partici- 
pate in the celebrations by orga- 
nising a procession of vehicles 


designed in a manner to reflect 
the industrial and economic prog- 
ress achieved in the Kingdom 
over the past four decades of the 
King's rule. 

On the anniversary of his 
assumption of his constitutional 
powers. King Hussein received 
cables of good wishes from senior 
government officials and high 
ranking army officers, beads of 
trade anions, tribal chieftains, 
leaders of Christian and Muslim 
communities and public figures. 

A large delegation represent- 
ing the occupied West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip has arrived here to 
take part in the celebrations and 
to present their good wishes to 
the King on this occasion. 

The delegation includes 
mayors of towns, heads of Islamic 
and Christian communities, 
heads of trade unions, and va- 
rious associations. In arrival 
statements they expressed their 
delight on being here to meet the 
King and the Jordanian people 
and voiced their full support for 
the King's policies and apprecia- 
tion of this continued endeavours 
to sefve the Palestinian cause. 

The arrival of the Palestinian 
delegation here coincided with 
the departure of a group of 
Palestinians to their homeland 
after being permitted to do so by 
the Israeli authorities following 


years in exile. 

The first group of IS Palesti- 
nians crossed into the West Bank 
Friday while another 15 will be on 
their way on Monday. 

King Hussein congratulated 
the returning Palestinian and ex- 
pressed hope that ail Palestinian 
expellees will be repatriated and 
a durable peace vail be estab- 
lished. 

Addressing the returnees at a 
meeting held at the Royal Court 
Thursday. King Hussein said: 
“We pledge to pursue all that is in 
our power to extend support for 
the Palestinian rights in their 
homeland and to arrive at a dur- 
able and just peace.” 

“As I address you on this 
occasion I share with every one of 
you the great joy of being able to 
return to your homeland,'* King 
Hussein said. 

The King asked that the return- 
ing Palestinians convey his affec- 
tion and support for the Palesti- 
nian people and absolute support 
for their continued steadfastness 
and just struggle to regain their 
rights. 

Former Mayor of Jerusalem 
Rawhi A1 Khatib spoke on behalf 
of the group thanking the King 
for his support for the Palestinian 
people and lauding Jordan's sac- 
rifices for Palestine. 

At a separate meeting King 


Hussein met Thursday at the 
Royal Court with 26 senior repre- 
sentatives of the London-based 
American news organisation 
Worldwide Television News 
(WTN). who are in Amman for a 
four-day WTN conference. 

Meeting with His Majesty were 
WTN President Robert Burke, 
WTN Vice-President and Manag- 
ing Editor Lowndes Lipscomb, as 
well as other top editors and 
WTN’s bureau chiefs from ail 
over the world. 

WTN President Burke thanked 
the King for meeting with the 
group, and told His Majesty that 
Amman was chosen as the site of 
the conference for sentimental as 
well as practical reasons. “Sen- 
timental because Amman is the 
one place where most of our 
journalists have actually worked 
from time to time over the last 20 
years, and practical because if 
anything is in the middle -of the 
world, it’s Amman,” Mr. Burke 
said. 

During the 45 minute meeting, 
the King answered questions ab- 
out current developments in the 
Middle East and the rest of the 
world, including the Middle Fast 
peace negotiations, the democra- 
tisation process in Jordan, the 
achievements of the Kingdom 
during the last forty years and the 
situation of Bosnian Muslims. 
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Iraq denies plot to 
assassinate Bush 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq has 
dented Kuwaiti allegations that it 
planned to assassinate former 
U.S. President George Bush dur- 
ing a visit to Kuwait last month. 
The Iraqi News Agency (INA), 
citing government officials Fri- 
day, dismissed the Kuwaiti 
allegations as ridiculous, and 
quoted one official as saying: 
“Kuwaiti shekhs are predisposed 
to lying and from time to time 
they do just that.” Kuwaiti De- 
fence Minister Sheikh Ali Salem 
A1 Sabah Tuesday said a would- 
be suicide bomber and other “ter- 
rorists” from Iraq planned to 
assassinate Mr. Bush during his 
April 14-15 visit to the emirate. 

r embassy blast 

^-"covered by amnesty 

BEIRUT (R) — A Lebanon 
military court ruled that the 1983 
bombing of the U.S. embassy in 
Beirut and the killing of a French 
military attache in 1986 were 
covered by a general amnesty for 
war crimes, a newspaper reported 
Saturday. The leading daily A1 
Nahar said the tribunal ruled that 
the April 1983 bombing, which, 
killed 63 people, was a political 
crime covered by a general 
amnesty for offences committed 
during the country's 15-year civil 
war. Judicial authorities were not 
available for comment. 
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Repent or else, 
Mubarak to militants 

CAIRO (AFP) — President Hos- 
ni Mubarak Saturday told Muslim 
militants to repent or else. In a 
May Day speech, Mr. Mubarak 
said there would be no “truce nor 
mercy” for militants who fail to 
give up their violent campaign, 
which has seriously damaged the 
tourist industry and left around 
140 people dead. On Thursday, 
Mubarak for the first time upheld 
the death sentence against a Mus- 
lim extremist charged with killing 
a police officer in November and 
the attempted murder of another. 

Hariri visits Gulf 

BEIRUT ( AP) — Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri left Saturday for the 
United Arab Emirates, the first 
stop of a four-nation Gulf swing 
to whip up financial assistance for 
the reconstruction of Lebanon. 
The swing also will take Mr. 
Hariri tp Oman, Bahrain - and 
Qatar, a Government announce- 
ment said A, He was accompanied 
by Druze leader Waiid Junbiatt. 
who serves as minister of refugee 
affairs 


King encouraged by American role 

Palestinians say progress 
made in peace negotiations 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Palestinian spokeswoman Hanan 
Ashrawi said Friday peace talks 
with Israel were finally producing 
results and might be entering a 
“qualitatively different phase.” 

Dr. Ashrawi told reporters that 
a series of Israeli gestures, not- 
ably allowing home 30 long-term 
expellees, and a new Israeli atti- 
tude at the talks had greatly 
improved prospects for progress. 

She also praised more active 
involvement by the United 
States, saying it had promised to 
give Palestinians information 
which they badly needed on the 
growth of Jewish settlements in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Stnp. 

“This is really the beginning. 
After a year and a half we are 
finally beginning to negotiate.” 
she said. 


King Hussein said Thursday 
he was encouraged by a more 
active U.S. role in Middle East 
peace talks but would not predict 
a breakthrough this year in nego- 
tiations with Israel. 

“I am encouraged and hopeful 
that Washington is determined to 
do ail it can with the new spirit 
and new determination to help all 
concerned move towards the kind 


region this year that Washington 
would become a full partner in 
the peace process to try to move 
talks along. 

U.S. officials have made a 
point of mediating between the 
Palestinians and Israel to try to 
deliver on Israeli promises which 
brought the Palestinian nego- 
tiators back to the talks. 

The Palestinians say those 


See page 11 for fall text of the King’s interview 


of solution that generations after 
can live with.” be said in a Reuter 
interview. 

“I don’t know what ‘foil part- 
ner* means but we have had some 
good signs so for,” he added. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, trying to get Arabs 
and Israel back to the bargaining 
table, said in his first tour of the 


pledges included agreement to 
speed the return of die expellees 
in South Lebanon and of other 
Palestinians expelled since 1967. 

“It is a good beginning, I can- 
not add more than that,” King 
Hussein said of the Israeli move. 

The Monarch said he could not 

Continued on page II 


Premadasa assassinated 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa was 
assassinated Saturday by a suicide 
bomber while leading a May Day 
parade through the capital. 

At least 10 other people were 
killed and 60 injured as explo- 
sives strapped to the chest of the 
assailant blew up near Mr. Pre- 
madasa, said Anthony Fernando, 
the president's spokesman. " 

“Yes, the president is among 

the dead,” he said. 

Prime Minister Dmgjri Banda 
Wjjetunga was sworn in as the 
new president and a nationwide 
curfew was imposed. 

Mr. Premadasa held all impor- 
tant cabinet posts in the govern- 
ment, including the Ministry of 
Defence, and Mr. Wijemnga was 
widely considered to be a yes- 
man who simply followed Mr- 
Pretnadasa’s orders. 

The assassination comes as Sri 
Lanka is being wracked by a 
Tamil rebellion. The guerrilla's 
1 0-year-old insurgency for an in- 
dependent homeland has left 
more than 17,000 people dead. 

Sri Lanka's dominant Tamil 
separatist group denied involve- 
ment in the assassination. 

“We deny categorically LTTE 
(Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam) involvement in the assas- 
sination,” spokesman Lawrence 
Thilagar t old A FP by telephone 
from the LTTE's office in Paris. 
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Ranasinghe lV ™« tMBi 

He said Mr. Premadasa might 
have been killed by supporters of 
opposition leader Lalith Athu- 
lathmudali, who was shot dead by 
an, unidentified gunman at an 
election rally in Colombo April 
23. 

“There is an apparent motive 
behind (Premadasa’* assassina- 
tion) because of the assassination 
of Athulathmudali,” Mr. Thila- 
gar said. “The possibility of re- 
venge killing (is there). Athulath- 
mod all’s friends might have done 
ft.” 

The LTTE is waging a bloody 
campaign to set up an indepen- 
dent homeland in Sri Lanka's 
Tamil -majority northeast. 

Mr. Thilagar said the new Sri 


Lankan leadership would need to 
make a fresh initiative to end the 
ethnic conflict in the island na- 
tion. 

“There must be a new initiative 
about the Tamil problem,” he 
said. “Premadasa was not suc- 
cessful in this when he was the 
president" 

Saturday's explosion occurred 
as Mr. Premadasa was talking to 
activists in his party as he led the 
parade down a main street of the 
capital, according to one of his 
top aides, Evans Cooray. 

Mr. Cooray, who left the presi- 
dent’s ride moments before the 
blast to answer a phone call, said: 
“I looked around and saw some 
people thrown in the air. Others 
were lying on the ground." 

For half an hour, he said, 
no-one knew where Mr. Pre- 
madasa was. “We thought he had 
been taken away by security peo- 
ple, but later his body was re- 
ported to be lying in the police 
morgue." 

The 10 people who were killed 
in the explosion included two of 
the 15 police officials escorting 
the president and a top aide, 
Mohammad Mohideen, doctors 
said. 

The parade in central Colombo 
was organised by Mr. Premada- 
.sa’s governing United. National 
Party to honour blue-collar work- 
ers on May Day. 


Saleh’s 
party wins 
Yemeni 
elections 


SANAA (AP) — The General 
People’s Congress (GPC), which 
ruled conservative North Yemen 
before merger with the formerly 
Marxist South in 1990. swept 
more than one thirds of par- 
liamentary seats in this week’s 
elections, officials said Saturday. 

Sadeq Amin Abu Ras, spokes- 
man for the Supreme Electoral 
Committee, told a news confer- 
ence that the congress, which is 
headed by President Ali Abdul- 
lah Saleh, has secured 121 of the 
301 seats contested in Tuesday 
ballot. 

Results from three precincts 
remain incomplete, but the votes 
counted so far gave the opposi- 
tion Muslim fundamentalist Islah 
62 seats and the Yemen Socialist 
Party, which ruled South Yemen 
before the merger, 56 seats, Mr. 
Abu Ras said. 

Forty-seven seats went to inde- 
pendents, seven to the pan-Arab 
Baath Party, three to the Nasser- 
ites and two to the Haq Party, a 
religious Islamic grouping, Mr. 
Abu Ras said. 

The Socialist Party and Mr. 
Saleh’s congress formed a coali- 
tion to rule Yemen after the 
merger. But they fielded separate 
candidates in the election. 

More than 3,600 candidates, 
including 50 women, competed 
for seats in the house. 

Two women, one an indepen- 
dent and another a socialist, were 
elected, according to the results 
released so far. 

The elections were widely re- 
garded as a key test of Yemen's 
infant democracy in a region 
dominated by monarchies and 
one-party rule. 

The government has expressed 
its satisfaction with the poll, 
which the coalition hopes would 
cement the merger and end the 
political turmoil that has gripped 
this country of 14 .5 million peo- 
ple. 

The government claimed a 95 
per cent turnout among the esti- 
mated 2.7 million eligible voters. 

But the fundamentalists have 
accused the ruling coalition of 
riggjng the elections and several 
clashes have been reported in the 

Continued on page II 


Yugoslavia mediators optimistic 


ATHENS (Agencies) — Interna- 
tional mediators were reported to 
be confident Saturday that a sum- 
mit with Yugoslav leaders this 
weekend would swing Bosnia's 
Serbs into line with their peace 
plan for the battered Balkan 
state. 

But diplomats warned that 
even if Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic agreed to re- 
commend approval of the plan to 
his self-styled parliament, there 
were still major hurdles to be 
cleared before the year-long war 
could be ended. 

“There is a strong feeling that 
pressure from Belgrade is forcing 
the Serbs in Bosnia to rethink and 
step back from outright challenge 
to the world community," said 
one official close to the 
mediators. Cyrus Vance and 
Lord Owen. 

Other sources involved in the 
pair's eight-month effort to 
negotiate an end to the Bosnian 


conflict said hopes were high that 
Mr. Karadzic would at least 
promise to recommend the plan 
to the Bosnian Serb parliament. 

"We are hopeful that we are 
dose to a solution." Russian De- 
puty Foreign Minsitcr and spedal 
envoy for the Yugoslav problem 
Vitaly Churkin told reporters in 
the Greek capital. 

On arrival for the meeting, Mr. 
Karadzic said for the Serbs "the 
Vance and Owen plan is 70 to 80 
per cent acceptable regarding ter- 
ritories." Serb areas created 
under the plan should be linked, 
he told reporters. 

The Athens meeting was called 
by Mr. Vance, outgoing mediator 
for the United Nations, and Lord 
Owen, who represents the 
European Community, on Thurs- 
day as the United States 
appeared moving to a decision to 
use military force against the 
Serbs. 

It also comes a week after 


Serbian President Slobodan, 
Milosevic and his ally President- 
Momir Bulatovic of Montenegro- 
publicly broke ranks with their- 
ethnic kin in Bosnia and told' 
them they should sign up for the: 
entire Vance-Owen plan. 

The plan, elaborated in tough; 
negotiations in Geneva and New: 
York since last September, in- 
cludes a new constitution for Bos- 
nia, a military disengagement 
plan, a map of 10 new provinces, 
and a blueprint for interim peace 
arrangements. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
Saturday-brought together top 
foreign policy advisers for an 
early-morning strategy session as 
he neared a decision on "clearly 
defined" steps to help quell the 
violence in Bosnia. 

Secretary of Defence Les 
Aspin and Colin Powell, chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

Continued on page 11 


Khartoum rejects confederation formula 


ABUJA (Agencies) — The gov- 
ernment delegation at peace talks 
here Sudan, has rejected a prop- 
osal by rebel delegates for a 
confederation of northern and 
southern Sudan and has put for- 
ward its own formula for federal- 
ism, a spokesman said. 

“True federalism, as practised 
by Nigeria, is of significance to us 
because it encourages power- 
sharing and equality. Confedera- 
tion is separation, which is not 
acceptable,” said spokesman Ali 
A1 Haj Mohammad. 

He said all the ideas in the 
confederal system proposed by* 
the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement/Liberation Army 
(SPLM/SPLA) notably separate 
security systems, armies foreign- 
affairs and immigration systems 


were aimed at splitting Sudan. 

The two sides agreed to sus- 
pend discussion on the issue of 
permanent ceasefire until after all 
other matters on the agenda had 
been resolved, said the spokes- 
man for the Nigerian mediation 
team. Ambassador OIu Sanu. 

But they agreed the ceasefire 
currently in place in Sudan should 
continue throughout the Abuja 
talks, he added. 

Mr. Sanu said the Nigerian 
government would meet separ- 
ately each of the two delegations 
over the weekend to “give ideas 
on compromises, especially on 
Sharia (Islamic) law.” 

The aim of the conference was 
to work out an interim arrange- 
ment for a fence-mending period 
to allow each side to “build up 


confidence" and also to repaii 
infrastructures damaged during : 
decade of civil strife, he said. 

Sudan's National Assemble 
Speaker Mohammad AI Amir 
Khalifa and several minister 
joined the governmertt team Fri 
day. 

The talks are due to resume or 
Monday. 

Conference sources said tht 
Sudanese government and the 
rebels appeared to be no closer tc 
resolving fundamental issues tha 1 
divide them than they were wher 
the talks began Wednesday. 

“It is premature to talk abou 
progress now. We have not beer 
able to make any headway foi 
now," Nhail Deng, spokesmar 
for John Garang's mainstneatr 
SPLA. told reporters Friday. 
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Moscow police, marchers clash I ANC begins mass action 


MOSCOW (R) — Pro- 
Commanist demonstrators 
clashed with police in Moscow 
Saturday after author- 
ities blocked plans for a May Day 
protest against President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

Protesters hurled stones and 
chunks of masonry at riot police 
and attacked them with poles 
from their banners in a violent 
confrontation at the city's Gagar- 
in Square. 

. Police hit back with batons and 
water cannon. 

A police official at the scene 
said one politeman had been 
killed, while demonstrators said 
two of their number had died in 
the melee. 

The violence erupted after ab- 
out 2,000 Communist and 
nationalist demonstrators who 
rallied in the city's Oktyabrskaya 
Square were prevented by a huge 
force of riot police from beading 
for Red Square. 

Mr. Yeltsin banned all meet- 
ings on Red Square, traditional 
focal point of May Day celebra- 
tions under Communist rule, last 
Wednesday. 

The demonstrators, whose ral- 
ly was organised by die National 
Salvation- Front, then headed off 
. to the Lenin Hills overlooking the 
-;dty, but police barred their way 



A pro-Communisi demonstrator is attacked by a police officer during a May Day march in Moscow 
(AFP photo) 


again. 

Eyewitnesses said about 200 
demonstrators attacked police af- 
ter finding trucks blocking their 
route to the Lenin Hills. 

Two trucks were set ablaze in 
the dashes which raged for an 
hour across the square that stands 
in front of a towering monument 
to the first man in space, Yuri 
Gagarin. 


Marchers, who induded at 
least three members of the for- 
mer Soviet leadership being tried 
for their part in the August 1991 
putsch, then headed bad: intend- 
ing to march to die Russian par- 
liament building. 

Five men, their beads ban- 
daged, beaded the column which 
swelled in numbers as it went, but 
police in riot gear again blocked 


the demonstrators’ route at 
Oktybrskaya Square. 

As demonstrators chanted 
“death to Yeltsin," one official 
declared through loudspeaker 
from atop a truck: “From today 
we announce a patriotic war 
against this regime. 

“Please, those who are good ax 
using explosives report to the 
truck,” he added. 


ILK. breached own guidelines on arms to Iraq — report 


LONDON (AFP) — The British 
' -^government breached its own and 

- international guidelines on the 
^ 1985 arms embargo against Iraq, 

• --sending weapons to the country 
via Jordan, a BBC documentary 
-Alleged late Friday. 

'.•" : lhe revelations come as an 
-inquiry investigating the illegal 

- export of arms to Iraq is due to 
: -'start its public hearing Tuesday. 

The. inquiry was set up by 
b Prime Minister John Major in the 
f=4rake of the collapse of the Mat- 
/ rix-Churchill trial last year, where 
■Triie government was implicated in 
brtie illegal export of arms to Iraq. 
“It is little bit difficult for me to 


say that an MP or a minister has 
not been belling the truth. We 
were not, however, adhering to 
the strict guidelines set down by 
Sir Geoffrey Howe in 1985,” said 
Mark Higson. Foreign Office 
Iraq desk officer 1980-1990. He 
later resigned the service. 

“We wouldn’t have sold a 
Chieflan tank, but you might 
have sold them something that 
could have helped them build or 
enhance their own weapons 
potential,*' he told BBC. “As 
officials we knew that there was 
flexibility on Iraq." 

The programme alleged that 
the British government used Jor- 


dan to avoid the strict ban on the 
sale of lethal weapons to Iraq. 

“The use of Jordan as a conduit 
was discussed at those meetings,'' 
Mr. Higson said. “It wasn't as 
though we were deliberately 
frying to arm Iraq through a third 
country, however, but the fact 
that it was happening and that 
we might have been aware of it, 
might have been let it go by." 

The Jordanian ambassador to 
Britain, Fouad Ayoub, backed up 
Mr. Higson’s statements, adding 
dial British was not alone in 
breaching the arms embargo dur- 
ing the Iran-Iraq war and prior to 


Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990. 

“It is no secret that during the 
years of the Iran-Iraq war, many 
countries including Western 
countries and Arab countries 
were keen to see that the Iraqi' 
military capabilities then re- 
mained undiminished. Jordan 
operated within this context. 

“As such we helped to purch- 
ase and send some arms and 
equipment to Iraq... those arms 
and equipment were financed by 
other Arab countries as well as 
(being) done with the full approv- 
al of western powers and other 
countries too,” he said. 


Congress offers mixed reviews on Clinton record 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
•--April 30 was the 100th day in 
■^office of the Clinton administra- 
tion, and members of Congress 
divided for the most part along 
T'jpaity fines — are portraying ban 
^Variously as a leader or as a 
“breaker of pro m ises. 

Twelve Republican senators 
appeared together at an April 29 
■news conference to announce 
that they are giving Mir. Clinton 
ffafling grades on his accomplish- 
• meats so far. He got a D on the 
; economy, defence and reform; an 
|F on deficit reduction; and an 
; incomplete on health care. 

Senator Connie Mack said he 
;had “a very ample message for 
■the president — just do what 
: you promised. Mr. President, you 
; got a D on the economy because 
' you broke your promises. Presi- 


dent Bill Clinton's economic 
programme is not what be cam- 
paigned on and it’s not what the 
American people voted for.” 

“We are not here to obstruct," 
Senate Republican leader Robert 
Dole said, hot “no one gets a. 
blank check. The president 
doesn’t get one, I don't get one.” 

Asked why die Republicans 
were focusing so much on the first 
100 days, Sen. Dole responded 
that the administratidn “laid 
down the gauntlet” by putting out 
$5,000 worth of government 
doannents outlining the accom- 
plishments of the first 100 days. 
“We figured if they were going to 
do that, we might be involved 
too,” he said. 

Mr. Clinton daring his cam-, 
paigu raised the expectations “so 
high” for what he hoped to 


accomplish in his first 100 days, 
that it’s almost impossible not td 
give Him a bad grade. Sen. Dole 
said. 

House Republicans also held a 
news conference to assess the 
record of the new administration. 
It was billed as “The Pocketbook, 
the Family, and National De- 
fence: 100 Days of Broken Prom- 
ises,” in the media advisory 
announcing iL 

Among those at the conference 
was John Kasich, the senior Re- 
publican on the House Budget 
Committee, who has led opposi- 
tion in the House to the adminis- 
tration’s economic plan. But 
Democrats in Congress were 
generally positive in their assess- 
ments of the new president. 

“In less than 100 days, Presi- 


U.S., Japan to discuss North Korean missile 


TOKYO (Agencies) — The Un- 
ited States and Japan are ex- 
pected to discuss bow to deal with 
North Korea’s development of 
intermediate-range missiles cap- 
able of striking western Japan 
with a nuclear warhead, it was 
reported Saturday. 

Hie Yominri Shimbun said 
U.S. Defence Secretary Les 
Aspin and his Japanese counter- 
part Toshio Nakayama were like- 
ly to have a “thorough exchange 
erf views” on the issue when they 
meet in Washington Monday. 

■The newspaper also quoted 
Japanese Defence Agency 
sources as saying the missiles, 
known as the Nodong (Labour) I, 
were to be deployed within the 
year. 

The sources said North Korea, 
which alarmed the world with its 
decision in March to quit the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT), “is assured of completing 
the (Nodong I) development 
soon and is hurrying to deploy 
them within this year.” 

There have been varying gues- 


ses in the West as to when North 
Korea would complete the missile 
winch, with a range of 1,000 
kilometres, would put Japan 
within range of North Korea. 

If the missiles were sold to 
Iran, Israel could also be under 
threat. 

North Korea and Iran are said 
to have signed in December an 
agreement on military coopera- 
tion including Pyongyang’s supp- 
ly of missiles to Tehran. 

Last month, the New York 
Times quoted U.S. officials as 
saying that Iran was in the final 
stage of buying North Korean 
missiles in exchange for oil and 
that it was unclear when the 
Nodong I was to be completed. 

But military sources here were 
quoted in the Japanese newspap- 
er Sankei Shimbun as saying in 
March that North Korea had 
already completed the new mis- 
siles and shipped them to Iran last 
year. 

The Nodong I, which can be 
used to cany chemical weapons, 
is believed to be based on the 


Soviet-designed Scud missile 
which Iraq used in the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

Meanwhile, South Korea dis- 
missed Saturday news reports of 
large-scale military movements 
around the North Korean capital 
of Pyongyang. 

“A large-scale military man- 
oeuvre near Pyongyang has been 
found to be routine movements 
of North Korean tank units,” a 
senior Foreign Ministry official 
told reporters. 

He was responding to a report 
by Japan's Kyodo News Agency, 
which last week quoted Peking- 
based Western military sources as 
saying that large-scale military 
movements were dectecred 
around the North Korean capital 
Tuesday. 

The ministry official also de- 
nied recent domestic and foreign 
news reports that North Korean 
leader Kim D-Sung was in pom- 
health and that riots had broken 
out in the northern North Korean 
city of Shinuiju. 


“These results came out after 
the government checked with va- 
rious diplomatic channels as well 
as intelligence sources,” the offi- 
cial said. 

North Korea marked May Day 
vowing to uphold its brand of 
socialism and seek unity with 
South Korea, while demanding 
that the United States stop med- 
dling in Korean affairs. 

“Oar working class and people 
w01 resolutely defend the socialist 
system of jucfae (self-reliance) 
built ax the cost of their blood and 
sweat under the guidance of the 
party and the leader,” the North 
Korean Workers Party newspap- 
er Rodong Sinmun said on May 
day. 

The commentary, carried by 
the Korean Central News Agency 
and monitored here, also said 
that North Korea would ‘'vigor- 
ously fight to realise the indepen- 
dent reunification of the country 
and global independence and 
thereby remain faithful as ever to 
tbear national and international 
obligation.” 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
African National Congress 
(ANC) and its alfies st&rted a 
mouth of mass action Saturday to 
push demands for a quick end to 
white-minority rule in South 
Africa. 

May Day rallies took place 
around the country, and there 
were no immediate reports of 
trouble following ANC pleas to 
avoid violence. 

But in the white stronghold of 
Vereeniging, heavily-armed mem- 
bers of the neo-Nazi Afrikaner 
Resistance *Movemem (AWB) 
lined gardens along roads black 
township dwellers were expected 
to take to a rally. 

* Police were out in force and 
some areas were blocked off with 
barbed wire in the town 60 
kilometres south of Johannes- 
burg. 


ANC leaders gathered at St. 
Mazy’s Cathedral in Johannes- 
burg for the lying in state of the 
movement's late chairman, Oliv- 
er Tam bo, who led the anti- 
apartheid struggle for three de- 
cades from exile in London and 

T jmlcfl. * 

Mr. Tambo, who died of a 


stroke last Saturday at the age of 
75, will be buried Sunday follow- 
ing funeral services in Soweto’s 
FNB Football Stadium. 

The ANC has urged its follow- 
ers to avoid the violence that 
followed the assassination of 
Communist Party leader Chris 
Hani two weeks earlier. 

More than 80 people died in 
the aftermath of the kilting. _ 
Police have charged Polish im- 
migrant Janusz Walus and Gaye 
Derby-Lewis, wife of a promin- 
ent rightwing pro-apartheid 


politician, with the murder. 
The ANC and its allies plan a 

month of demonstrations, 

boycotts, sit-ins and other action 
to back demands for quick prog- 
ress in democracy negotiations. 

Government arid business lead- 
ers fear disruptions could further 
damage the country’s economy, 
already battered by the longest 
recession on record. 

Government and ANC nego- 
tiators said talks Friday on a new 
constitution had made good prog- 
ress and substantive debate 
would start within two weeks. 

Tbe 26 political groups partici- 
pating in the talks agreed to set 
Sp expert committees on key 
issues after a strongly-worded 
document on violence submitted 
by the Zulu-based Inkatha Free- 
dom Party threatened to derail 
the proceedings. 



Sihanouk calls for truce in Cambodia 


dent Clinton has done what neith- 
er his predecessor nor any of his 
critics have done: He has com- 
pletely changed the political de- 
bate,” Senate majority leader 
George Mitchell said in a state- 
ment. ... . . 

Sen. Mitchell added that the 
103rd Senate has acted faster on 
more issues than any Senate in 
recent memory. “We’ve tackled 
the unfinished business of the 
past and made a quick start on 
the agenda for the future," he 
said. 

“So tbe first three months of 
this presidency haven’t answered 
aD our questions or solved all our 
problems. No presklent’s first 
three months have done so. But 
the climate has changed. The 
debate has changed. Tbe agenda 
is different,” Sen. MitcbeD said. 


PEKING (Agencies) — Ailing 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, who 
has proposed an emergency 
meeting in Peking next week to 
discuss this month's elections in 
Cambodia, appealed Saturday for 
a total and immediate ceasefire in 
his country. 

In a statement in Peking, 
where he is undergoing medical 
treatment, the Cambodian bead 
of state said his proposals were 
aimed at ensuring the survival of 
the nation. 

Prince Sihanouk also deman- 
ded the renunciation of all forms 
of violence, all violations of hu- 
man rights and an end to attacks 
on foreigners, particularly milit- 
ary and civilian officials of die 
U.N. peacekeeping force. 

The prince, who on Friday 
asked the Cambodian govern- 
ment and the former resistance 
groups to send representatives to 
Peking around May S or 6, also 
asked that all the rules for the 
elections be observed to ensure a 
free, fair and secret ballot. 

The elections are the goal of 
the 22,000-strong United Nations 
Transitional Authority in Cambo- 
dia, set up after the four factions 
signed a peace agreement in Paris 

ua : 

watching 
Pakistan, 
Sudan on 
‘terrorism’ 

WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
United States is watching closely 
the activities of Pakistan and 
Sudan related to support for ter- 
rorism, die State Department 
said Friday. 

They are among nations that 
have given support to groups 
engaged in terrorism, according 
to tbe department’s annual report 
on terrorism released April 30. 

The report, entitled “Patterns 
of Global Terrorism: 1992,” lists 
six state sponsors of terrorism — 
Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, North 
Korea and Syria — countries that 
have repeatedly provided support 
for international terrorism. 

While tbe annual report con- 
tains no changes in the lift of state 
sponsors of terrorism. State De- 
partment spokesman Richard 
Boucher said, “we continue to 
monitor behaviour by Pakistan 
and Sudan closely.” 

According to the report, inter- 
national terrorist attacks declined 
in 1992 to the lowest level since 
1975. The report also emphasises 
that despite the dramatic drop in 
terrorist attacks, continued 
efforts are needed to counter the 
global terrorist threat. 

Iran and Iraq remained the 
most active state sponsors of ter- 
rorism last year, B ocher said. 
Other sponsors were “largely 
quiescent.” 

The government of Sedan, the 
report says, “continued a disturb- 
ing pattern of relationships with 
international terrorist groups.” 


in 1991 formally ending 13 years 
of civil war. 

Bnt tbe radical Khmer Rouge 
guerrilla group has vowed to dis- 
rupt the polls. 

Prince Sihanouk’s proposal for 
a Peking meeting said the discus- 
sions in the Chinese capital would 
include U.N. peacekeeping chief 
Yasnshi Akashi. 

The Phnom Penh government 
Saturday rejected an earlier Siha- 
nouk proposal to hold a full- 
fledged meeting of the all-faction 
Supreme National Council 
(SNC), which the prince beads, in 
Peking. 

“There is nothing else to 
negotiate,” said Uch Kim An, 
principal policy adviser to Phnom 
Penh Prime Minister Hun Sen, 
adding that the government was 
now totally preoccupied with its 
election campaign. 

“The question of SNC meet- 
ings outside Cambodia is not 
practicable in any sense,” Mr. 
Kim An said in Trabek. 90 
kilometres southeast of Phnom 
Penh, where Hun Sen was on the 
campaign trail. 

Prince Sihanouk would remain 
as bead of state, once the SNC 
“had completed hs mission”, Mr. 


Kim An said. 

“He will continue to enjoy hts 
role as head of state ...He’ll 
continue to play a uniting role 
with all the factions,” he said. 

Tbe Khmer Rouge has said it 
would boycott any May SNC 
meeting if held in Phnom Penh, 

Mr. Hun Sen warned Saturday 
that civil war with the Khmer 
Rouge would sweep the country 
again if his party loses elections 
this month. 

Mr. Hun Sen, speaking at an 
election rally, said if his Cambo- 
dian People’s Party (CPP) was 
defeated in the May 23-27 vote 
“genoiddal war” would break 
out again, a dear reference to the 
Khmer Rouge guerrilla faction. 

The Khmer Rouge, boycotting 
the U.N. -supervised polls, were 
responsible for the deaths of 
some one million Cambodians 
during its 1975-1979 rule. 

Hun Sen said only the CPP 
could prevent a return of the 
Khmer Rouge and he appealed 
for the votes of the 5,000 or so 
villagers attending the rally. 

Aimed police and soldiers 
were in evidence Saturday but 
security was. low-key. 


Iraqi opposition: U.S. 
firmly opposed to Saddam 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
There is no doubt the Clinton 
administration is firmly opposed - 
to the regime of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, members of the 
Presidential Council of the Iraqi 
National Congress (INC), the 
organised opposition to the pre- 
sent government of Iraq, said 
during a Friday press briefing. 

Representatives of the con- 
gress met tins week in Washing- 
ton with Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher, Vice President 
A1 Gore and National Security 
Adviser Anthony Lake. This was 
the first time the INC has met 
with Clinton administration offi- 
cials. 

Dr. Syed Mohammad Bahr U1 
Uloum, General Hassan A 1 Na- 
quib, and Massoud Barzani, 
chairman of the Kurdish Demo- 
cratic Party, briefed reporters at 
the Foreign Press Centre on the 
INCs meetings with U.S. offi- 
cials. They spoke through an in- 
terpreter, INC spokesman Salah 
A1 Shaikhly. 

Noting that the council arrived 
in Washington to “clarify the 
official position of the United 
States towards Iraq,” Mr. A1 
Shaikhly said, “at present we 
have no doubt... the present 
administration is firm in its' 
opposition to the present 
regime.” 

In their meetings with the INC, 
both Mr. Gore and Mr. Christ- 
opher stressed U.S. commitment 
to ensuring full Iraqi compliance 
with all relevant United Nations 
Security Council resolutions and 
the importance the United States 
places in a democratic future for 
Iraq. 

In official statements released 
in recent days, the vice-presi- 


dent’s office and the State De- 
partment also stressed U.S. con- 
cern. for the human rights situa- 
tion in Iraq. Vice President Gore 
said the United States has “de- 
cided to seek a U.N. Commission 
to investigate the war crimes and 
crimes against humanity of the 
Iraqi regime.” Secretary Christ- 
opher said he supports the call for 
“assigning United Nations human 
rights monitors throughout Iraq,” 
State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher said. 

Seeking a war crimes commis- 
sion and assigning human rights 
monitors throughout Iraq were 
two of many requests the INC put 
to the Clinton administration dur- 
ing their meetings, Dr. Syed 
Mohammad Bahr ul-Uloum said. 

The INC asked tbe United 
States to extend the no-fly zone 
to all of Iraq, U1 Ukxun said. In 
addition, the INC asked the Un- 
ited States to extend the security- 
zone to southern Iraq and for 
additional guarantees'of security 
in the north. 


Dr. Uloum noted that northern 
Iraq is now under a double block- 
ade — the United Nations im- 
posed sanctions on all of Iraq and 
the blockade imposed by Saddam 
Hussein on the predominantly 
Kurdish area. He said the INC 
asked the United States to sup- 
port lifting U.N. sanctions on 
northern Iraq and to put pressure 
on the Iraqi government to lift its 
blockade against the Kurds. 

Tbe INC also requested that 
tee United States “use its powers 
within the United Nations Secur- 
ity Council and other internation- 
al forums to pressure the Iraqi 
government to lift the blockade” 
against southern Iraq 


Princess Diana 
selects her first 
woman bodyguard £ 

LONDON (AFP) Princess Di- 
ana, estranged wife of Britain's 
heir to the throne Prince Charles, 
has for the first time picked a 
woman as one of her personal 
bodyguards, it was announced 
Wednesday. Sergeant Carol 
Quirk, selected for her marks- 
manship skills, will be one of four 
officers providing close protec- 
tion for the princess. They win 
accompany the princess on all her 
private and official engagements.. 
Buckingham Palace refused to 
give any personal details about 
the officer, saying they were “top f 
secret.” Princess Diana becomes 
the second member of the royal 
family after the Princess Royal to 
apomt a female bodyguard. 

Audrey Hepburn 
remembered in film, 
poetry and song 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Au- 
drey Hepburn was celebrated in 
music, poetry and film at a U.N. 
gala tribute in praise of her work 
as a goodwill ambassador for the 
United Nations Children’s Fund, 
or UNICEF. Actor Roger 
Moore, himself a UNICEF good- 
will ambassador, presented the 
programme for the actress, who 
spent four years promoting UN- 
ICEF, she died at her home in 
Switzerland on Jan. 20. Hep- $ 
burn’s own words dominated the 
star-studded evening in a film 
montage created by her long-time 
companion, Robert Wolders. 
“They cannot speak up for them- 
selves so we must," she said, 
holding half-starved children in 
Somalia and Ethiopia. “There 
cannot be enough witnesses. 1 * 

Trumps walk out 
of divorce court 
like newlyweds 

NEW YORK (R) — A beaming 
Donald and Ivana Trump walked 
out of a New York divorce court 
Friday kissing and holding hands 
like newlyweds, ending two years 
of haggling over the financial 
settlement of their 1991 divorce. 
“We are friends, just friends,” 
said Ivana as she and “the 
Donald”, as the real estate Ty- 
coon and Atlantic City casino 
owner is nicknamed, rushed to a 
limousine and left for a cham- 
pagne celebration. The Trumps 
symbolised for New Yorkers th^g 
style of the 1980s and had major 
celebrity status during their 12- 
year marriage, which ended amid 
reports he was having an affair 
with model Maria Maples. Dur- 
ing a 30-minute hearing before a 
Manhattan judge they swore to 
the terms of the settlement and 
agreed never to sue each other 
again. When Mr. Trump strolled 
into the second-floor courtroom 
for the hearing, he went over to 
his ex-wife and planted a loss on 
her cheek. Ivana chatted and 
giggled with her ex-husband. 
“We have a great relationship. 
.We always have had a peat 
relationship. She’s a wonderful 
woman,” Mr. Trump told repor- 
ters outside the courthouse. 

Police spoil bank 
robbers’ gourmet 
celebrations 

NICE, France (R) — After hold- 
ing up a bank, what better way to 
celebrate than with a slap-up • 
meal. It took police just an hour 
to track down five suspected rob- 
bers to a restaurant in this French 
-nviera town where they were 
havmg lunch. The five men and a 
suspected accomplice were de- 
tained police said. The loot — 
some 57,000 francs ($10,000) 
from a Credit Agricole Bank 
branch — was recovered, 
together with five guns and hoods 
and wigs. 
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Yesterday's Ugh temperatures: Am- 
man 20. Aqaba 30, Humidity readings: 
Amman S3 per cent, Aqaba 34 per 
cent. 
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Sanaa (Rj) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


•— ■■■ Larnaca(Rj) 
Beirut (ME) 


JJH Bemii (ME) 

Jlta Cairo (MS) 

Doha. Bahrain (GF) 

Moscow (SU) 
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SSEEJNfll 90/50 

150/100 

G^jdiyj .Z"”!Z"!"r£o7 260 

pgESKilV 450/350 

S2ET (twee *> 200/150 

S P“ rf ‘ — ^50 / 200 



Home News 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, MAY 2, 1993 


Queen stresses Swiss- Jordanian links 
at archaeological exhibit opening in Zurich 
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AMMXX (J.T.) - The rediscov- 
ery of the Nabatean city of Petra 
fay Swbs traveller Johann Ludwig 
Burckhardt m 1SI2 launched a 
period of scholarly and cultural 
cooperation between Jordan and 
Switzerland, which was cele- 
brated and reinforced Thursday 
♦with the inauguration of an 
archaeological exhibition “Petra 
aid the Incense Road 1 ' in Zurich 
by Her Majesty Queen Noor. 

At the opening ceremony. 
Queen Noor was received by His 
Serene Highness Prince Hans 
Adam n of Liechtenstein, the 
president of the Swiss- 
Liecbtenstein Foundation for 
Archaeological Research 
Abroad, and Flavio Cotti, Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affaire. 

The exhibition held under the 
patronage of Their Majesties 
King Hnssein and Queen Noor, 
, was sponsored by the Swiss Cre- 
• djt Bank and the Swiss- 
Liecbtenstein Foundation for 
Archaeological Research Abroad 
(SLFA), in cooperation with the 
Jordan Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities. 

The exhibition will display ob- 
jects excavated by the Swiss- 


Liechtenstrin team, as well as 
other artifacts discovered in Pet-' 
ra. 

After three months, the exbibi-' 
tion will move to the An tike n- 
museum in Basel, which is closely 
related to the excavations of the 
University of Basel and die SLFA 
at Petra. 

Discussions are currently being 
conducted to extend the duration 
of the exhibition for another 
three months following Basel,, 
and to move it to Bern for that 
additional period. 

Speakers at the opening of the 
exhibition included Prince Hans 
Adam, Dr. Wildmer, president of 
the Executive Board of Swiss 
Volksbank, and Professor Rolf 
Stocky from Basel University, 
leader of the Petra excavation 
project. 

Dr. Wildmer described the 
meeting between Jordan and 
Switzerland as a “reunion,” in 
reference to the ancient connec- 
tion between the Helvetians and 
the Nabateans, in addition to the 
rediscovery of Petra by Burc- 
khardt- 

AU speakers expressed their 
appreciation for the support and 


patronage of Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen Noor. 

In her address at the exhibi- 
tion, the Queen stressed the links 
among Switzerland, ancient 
Nabataea and modern Jordan, 
saying they were “united by 
deeper concepts of soda! justice, 
nation-boilding and their conti bu- 
ttons to regional and internation- 
al peace.” 

The Queen referred to the 
Nabateans' “commitment to the 
values of peaceful coexistence, 
regional cooperation, resource 
integration, domestic justice and 
human development;*' values and 
-national principles which are 
familiar to the people of Switzer- 
land, and which have defined the 
land and people of Jordan for 
thousands of years and continue 
to guide modern Jordan. 

In her concluding remarks, the 
Queen added, “we bring this 
exhibition to Switzerland in the 
same spirit that Burckhardt and 
other Swiss scholars and 
travellers visited our land — a 
spirit of mutual respect and 
admiration, a desire to study the 
past in order to forge a better 
future, and a pledge to continue 


to work and to learn together for 
the common good of our two 
peoples and all of humankind.” 

Minister of Tourism Yanal 
Hikmat stated that participation 
by Jordan in such events as well 
as bolding Jordanian exhibitions 
abroad were strongly promoted, 
and regarded as part of a strategy 
adopted by the ministry to intro- 
duce others to the culture and 
heritage of Jordan, and to en- 
courage them to visit the King- 
dom. He added that such parti- 
cipation presents an opportunity 
to meet with tour organisers in 
other countries to discuss 
arrangements for the promotion 
and development of tourism in 
Jordan. 

The opening ceremony was 
attended by Their Highnesses 
Prince Raad Ben Zeid and Prin- 
cess Majda Raad and Minister of 
Tourism Yanal Hikmat. The 
guests, which numbered around 
600, included politicians, 
businessmen, members and 
friends of the Foundation of 
Archaeological Research, board 
members of the Swiss Credit 
Bank and high-ranking officials in 
Zurich. 
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Jordan contributes to mending 
ties at Islamic ministers meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber re- 
turned to Amman Saturday after 
participating in an Islamic coun- 
tries foreign ministers meeting in 
Karachi, Pakistan at the head of 
Jordan’s delegation. 

Jordan's team contributed 
effectively and positively to the 
conference which concluded 
Thursday, putting forth several 
proposals that contributed to en- 
ding internal divisions, said the 
minister upon his return. 

The Jordanian delegation was 
careful to participate in the work 
of the conference's various com- 
mittees and in all public sessions, 
noted the minister. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said Jordan 
called for the creation of a special 
committee composed of delegates 
from Islamic nations to work on 





Kamel Abu Jaber 


ending differences among Muslim 
countries. 


The conference approved Jor- 
dan’s proposal and decided to 
establish a panel to deal with a 
dispute over the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation's (PLO) mem- 
bership in the General Secretariat 
of the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC), said Dr. Abu 
Jaber. 

Furthermore, the conference 
voiced full support for the 
ongoing peace efforts and re- 
garded the question of Palestine 
and the holy places there as the 
prime issue for the Islamic na- 
tion, said Dr. Abu Jaber. 

He said the conference deman- 
ded the implementation of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions, the' 
exchange of land for peace, and 
the prompt implementation of 
Resolution 799 on the repatria- 
tion of the expellees. 


U.N. team arrives to investigate 
Israeli practices in Arab lands 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — A United 
Nations fact-finding mission 
which arrived in Amman Friday 
is expected to open talks with the 
% head of the Foreign Ministry's 
Department of Palestinian 
Affairs Adel Iraheid Monday. 

The 14-member mission which 
is to spend five days in Amman 
has been entrusted with investi- 
gating Israeli practices, especially 
those infringing on Palestinian 
human rights in the occupied 
Arab lands, according to depart- 
ment officials. 


They said Mr. Irsheid will out- 
line tire general conditions in the 
Arab lands under Israeli rule, the 
practices against the Palestinians 
and the serious situation in the 
Arab territories following their 
closure by the Israeli authorities 
last month and results of pro- 
longed periods of curfews. 

They said that the mission 
members will be meeting with 
several Palestinian citizens who 
had been subjected to Israel’s 
inhuman treatment and torture 
during detention and those who 
have been evicted from their 


homeland. 

The fact finding group which 
was formed by the U.N. General 
Assembly in 1968, has been mak- 
ing annual visits to Jordan and 
the other Arab countries hosting 
Palestinian refugees to file re- 
ports on the Palestinian people’s 
conditions to the General Assem- 
bly. 

The officials said that since its 
inception, the . U.N. fact-finding 
mission has been barred by the 
Israeli authorities from visiting 
tite occupied Arab lauds. 


ICRC to study humanitarian law application 


AMMAN (J.T.) — “Imple- 
mentation of Humanitarian Law” 
is the title of a three-day seminar 
to be organised in Amman next 
week by the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 

Five ICRC representatives 
along with 16 delegates repre- 
senting seven Arab states, includ- 
ing the Israeli-occupied Arab 
lands, will be taking part in the 
deliberations starting May 4, 
according to a statement from the 
ICRC office in Amman. 

“Serious, countless and mas- 
sive violations of the internation- 
al humanitarian law and of the' 
human rights law are dramatised 
every day and everywhere, con- 
firming to us the little authority 
that the world acknowledges to 
the norms, and the rare cases 


brought about on the human 
being, his dignity and his 
elementary rights,” said the state- 
ment. 

“Deeply concerned about this 
brutal contradiction between the 
spirit of the law and the practice 
of tiie conflicts’ protagonists, the 
ICRC deems it urgent to remind 
them of their responsibilities... in 
order to stimulate awareness,” 
the statement continued. 

“Within this virion, the ICRC 
wishes to create the opportunity 
to meet to exchange views with 
key figures from the Arab 
World,” it said. 

“These figures are not neces- 
sarily specialised in law as much 
as they are known to be sensitive 
about issues touching on the re- 


spect for tire human being, hence 
sharing with us our deep con- 
cern,” the statement added. 

Thus, it said, the committee 
hopes to derive directions as to 
means of motivating the neces- 
sary awareness. 

It said the delegates will be 
directing their attention to find- 
ing adequate solutions to the 
incorrect execution of interna- 
tional law, and they will be dis- 
cussing the following issues: law 
enforcement, law on refugees and 
displaced persons and com- 
plementarity between the huma- 
nitarian law and human rights. 

On the last day of tire seminar. 
May 6, a public round table, 
gathering several participants, 
mil be covered by the media. 
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Princess Wijdan AH, chairperson of the Royal 
Society of Fine Arts, Thursday received from 
Turkish Ambassador to Jordan Mefcmet AO Irtem- 
cefik and Mrs. IrtemceHk; a painting by Turkish 
artist Burhan Dnkensbal to the society on the 
occasion of the 40th anniversary of His Majesty 
King Hussein’s assumption of Ms constitutional 


powers. Princess Wijdan delivered an address on 
tire occasion In which she thanked the ambassador 
on the gesture, and praised cultural relations 
between Jordan and Turkey. She also cwnmetufed 
artist Burhan Dukcnshai, who is one of tire most 
renowned contemporary Turkish artists. 


Belgian 
trade team 
to arrive 
for talks 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordanian-Belgian Economic 
Commission is due to open meet- 
ings in Amman Monday to dis- 
cuss scopes of promoting trade 
and economic cooperation be- 
tween Belgium and Jordan, 
according to the Belgian embassy 
here. 

An embassy official said the 
Belgian side to the talks, led by 
Rober Urbain of the Ministry 'of 
External Trade, is due here Sun- 
day evening and the talks will 
held Monday and Tuesday. 


Government 
to pay 
retroactive 
salary 
increases - 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Salary in- 
creases to civil servants and mem- 
bers of the Jordanian Armed 
Forces and security services n 
addition to retired dvfl and r 
ary personnel, will be ap; 
next week. 

A Royal Decree issued Thurs- 
day endorsed an earlier govern- 
ment decision on the increases 
and said that the increments 
would be effective as of January 

1. 1993. 

The Finance Ministry Thursday 
was reported making final 
arrangements for the payment on 
the retroactive increases. 

The Royal Decree endorsed a 
supplement to the 1993 Fiscal 
Budget Law, which provides for 
the allocation of JD 73 million 
during 1993 for the payment of 
these increases which, according 
to the decree are meant to help 
improve the employees’ living 
conditions. 

According to the decree the 
increases are allocated as follows: 

1. A JD IS in the cost of living 
allowance will be paid monthly to 
all dvil and military employees. 

2. All employees working under - 
contract with the government and 
public institutions will receive an 
increase in their pay at the rate of 
JD IS monthly. 

3. Daily paid workers will re- 
ceive an increase of half a dinar 
daily. 

4. The cost of living allowance 
for pensioners retired before 
September 1, 1977 will be JD 30 a 
month. The allowance for those 
retired between September 1, 
1977 and February 28, 1981 will 
be JD 25 a month, and a JD IS 
allowance monthly will be paid to 
those retired since March 1981 
and beyond. 

Other pensioners not under the 
above mentioned categories will 
receive an allowance of JD 7.5 a 
month. 
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Dental specialists and Minister of Health Aref A1 Bataineh 
(third from right) conclude the first Arab orthodontics 
meeting Friday in Amman (Petra photo) 

Meeting decides to form 
Arab orthodontics society 


AMMAN (Petra) — Delegates 
from 13 Arab states and four 
non-Arab countries ended a two- 
day conference on orthodontics 
in Amman by declaring the 
formation of an Arab orthodon- 
tics society. 

The meeting, which ended Fri- 
day evening, issued a statement 
Saturday that said the partici- 
pants also decided to establish a 
constituent assembly to draft 
society statutes and by-laws and 
prepare for the society’s next 
meeting in two years time. 

A total of 39 working papers: 
were reviewed by the Arab dele- 
gates as well as representatives of . 
France, the United States, 
Sweden and the Philippines, . 
according to Irfan Sultan, secret- ' 
ary general of the conference. 

The meeting was opened by 
Health Minister Aref A1 
Bataineh who deputised for His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. 


The minister and the partici- 
pating dentists and specialists 
stressed the need for further se- 
rious efforts to raise the standard 
of dentistry services in the Arab 
World. 

During the conference^ the first 
by Arab orthodontics, a general 
exhibition was held at the Jorda- 
nian Dentists Association, dis- 
playing a variety of equipment 
nsed in the dentistry profession. 

The Arab delegates who took 
part in the meetings came from 
Jordan, Palestine, Syria, Leba- 
non, Iraq, Qatar, Yemen, the 
United Arab Emirates, Egypt. 
Libya, Sudan, Algeria and Tuni- 
sia. 

According to Dr. Sultan, the 
society will direct its efforts to- 
wards raising the standard of the 
profession and will arrange for 
seminars and lectures as well as 
research work and a guidebook of 
Arab orthodontists. 


Leading figures recall 
King Hussein’s 40 years 


AMMAN — On the eve of the 
40th anniversary of His Majesty 
King Hussein's assumption of his 
constitutional powers, former 
prime ministers, notable persona- 
lities and beads of political parties 
in Jordan recalled the King’s past 
endeavours to serve his countty 
and pointed to his present efforts 
on all fronts. 

In a statement quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra, for- 
mer Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
ran said that in his continued 
endeavour and struggle for the 
Kingdom. King Hussein never 
thought of persona] benefit or 
glory and was indifferent to the 
dangers surrounding his own life. 

In the course of serving Jordan. 
King Hussein Arabised the 
Jordanian Armed Forces and was 
keen on equipping the army with 
up-to-date weapons to defend the 
nation, said Mr. Badran. 

On the pan- Arab level, the 
King is pursuing efforts to attain 
solidarity among Arab countries 
leading to ultimate unity in line 
with the principles of the Great 
Arab Revolt, he added. 

In his drive to create a model 
country out of Jordan and the 
Jordanian people. Mr. Badran 
said the King has been forging a 
democratic process to ensure 
freedom and human rights for all 
citizens. 

Another former prime minis- 
ter. Taher A1 Masri. said King 
Hussein has been able to guide 
Jordan to safety amid a turbulent 
Middle East, enabling the coun- 
try to enjoy stability, security and 
progress. 

Most world leaders tend to win 
enemies rather than friends the 
longer they remain in power, but 
it is quite the contrary with King 
Hussein who is now loved more 
than at any time before, said Mr. 
Ai Masri. 

Former Prime Minister Zeid 
Rifai described the past four de- 
cades as being full of dangerous 
events and tragedies for the Arab 
World. 

In Jordan, the past 40 years 
witnessed strides of progress and 
development in every field while 
the country enjoyed security and 
stability, he said. 

Jordan, a country with meagre 
resources, has been able, under 
King Hussein, to forge ahead 
towards development and has 
overcome, with determination 
and resolve, numerous challenges 
in its way, Mr. Rifai added. 

• This anniversary finds King 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

■fr Art exhibition entitled “The 
Legend of Petra W * by artist 
Suha Shonxan at the National 
Gallery for Fine Arts. 

☆ Art exhibition by Samia Al 
Zaru and Adnan Yahya at the 
Abdul Hameed Sboman 
Foundation Gallery. 

-rir Exhibition of ceramics by 
Margaret Tadros at the Span- 
ish Cultural Centre. 

☆ Art exhibition by Jordanian 
artist Ahmad Nawash at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

■fr Exhibition of sadptnres by 
Syrian artist Aktham Abdul 
Hameed at Batarina Art Gal- 
lery. 

Hr Art exhibition by Syrian 
Artist Yousef Abdeflke at Al 
Btdka'a Gallery, Al Fubeis 
city. 

it Art exhibition entitled “Frag- 
ments: Weavings and Works 
on Paper” by Kevin A. Htuch 
and Margaret M. Hhich at the 
American Centre. 

☆ Save the Children Designer 
Showcase: 
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Hussein serving as a symbol of 
wisdom, moderation and demo- 
cracy in the eyes of the Arab and 
Islamic people in general and the 
Jordanians in particular. Mr. 
Rifai concluded. 

Heads of political panics in 
Jordan voiced their good wishes 
to the King on this anniversary. 
Interviewed by Petra, these pub- 
lic figures paid tribute to King 
Hussein’s ongoing efforts to en- 
hance the process of democracy 
in the Kingdom. 

In his view, the head of the At 
Mustaqbal party, Suleiman Arar, 
said that the last 40 years were 
characterised by the construction 
and transformation of Jordan into 
a modern state. 

He said Jordanians have reason 
to be proud of the progress 
achieved under King Hussein in 
every domain. 

Azmi Al Khawaja, secretary 
general of the Jordanian Demo- 
cratic Popular Unity Party, said 
.that the 1989 free elections, poli- 
tical pluralism and the licensing 
of political parties are but a few 
achievements accomplished in 
Jordan under the King's four- 
decades of rule. 

Ali Amer, secretary general of 
the Jordanian Democratic Prog- 


ressive Partv, amd on the oorti- 
sion, that King Hussein has re- 
sponded to the needs and &- 
mauds of his people and iui. 
worked to safeguard national :r 
terests. 

By adopting a policy of pci Up 
al pluralism and opting for demi. - 
cracy King Hussein has offered 
the Jordanian people the m%?»: 
precious gift, he said. 

Mr. Amer uid that the Jordanian peo- 
ple, in retnrn. have all alen; 
regarded their leader as an 
embodiment of unity, a symbol of 
courage and a guarantee of furth- 
er progress. 

In the view of Mahmoud 
Maaitah. secretary general of ths 
Arab Progressive Baath Par:’.., 
King Hussein has never been 
discouraged by the hardships and 
the crises and has been able to 
steer the country towards safety 
through his relentless efforts. 

Recalling the King's 
courageous stand during the pas: 
Arab-lsraeli wars and the Gulf 
crisis of 1990-1991, Mr. Maaitah saU 
that Jordanians and the Arab and 
Muslim worlds remember Kinc 
Hussein's courage in confronting 
the exceptional circumstances 
and in forging ahead with all his 
power to lead the country- to 
safety. 


On the 40th anniversary of 


assumption of his constitutional powers i 

the Armenian Relief Society, | 

the Watani Sporting Club i 

and j 

the Homentmen Club \ 

extend their best wishes to His Ma jesty j 

King Hussein, the Hashemite family and 
the Jordanian people . 


The National Music Conservatory / 
Noor Al Hussain Foundation 


and 


The American Center 

present 

SKYLIGHT OPERA THEATRE 


in 


BROADWAY CABARET 



. F 


REVUE OF SONGS. DANCES AND SKITS 
featuring the best of 
AMERICAN MUSICAL THEATRE 

(Kiss Me Kate. Simple Simon. Oklahoma. The Music Man. 
Porgy and Bess. Cabaret and others). 

Monday and Tuesday 3 and 4 May 1993 - S:00 p m. 

The Royal Cultural Centre 
Wednesday 5 May 1993 - 4:00 p.m. 

Yannouk University - Irbid 
Tickets fur Amman performances will be 'sold for JO 7 each a: 

- Tn& Royal Cultural Centre, Tel. 669026 

- Bablche, Tel. 661322 

- Romero Restaurant, Tel. 644227 
• Philadelphia Hotel, Tel. 663100 

- The American Center, Tel. 820101 

- The National Music ConsBrvatory, Tel. 667620 
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An occasion to remember 


■THE MOST fitting and vivid way to describe what His 
; Majesty King Hussein means to the country and its 
j people on this historic occasion of the 40th anniversary 
; of his assumption of ins constitutional power is to 
j recall the moving and tumnltuoas reception he re- 
served last year upon his return from successful 

• surgery in the U.S. When more than a million people 
crowded the streets of Amman and waited to get a 
glimpse of their beloved Monarch, there was nothing 
left to say about how Jordanians viewed and regarded 
their sovereign. The King’s illness had made his 
subjects aware, more than ever before, of what he 
meant to them, and it was obvious that the man 
represented a symbol of unity and progress for all his 
people. 

i But if that September day’s crystallisation of nation- 

al cohesion and unity among the various segments of 
| his large Jordanian family was. uppermost on the 
j minds of Jordanians, it by no means told the whole 
•story of King and country. To take foil stock of the 
! Monarch’s achievements after forty years on the 
j throne can never be complete or easy. The countless 
] milestones that mark foe King’s reign are only 

1 indicative of the long struggle that he has had to 
radure in the service of his nation. 

It would be naive to presume that the long path of 

• his leadership has been strewn with flowers and roses, 
j Assassination and coop attempts in the first half of his 
[rale and the suspension of democratic rale in the 
‘.country were bitter experiences. So were the derisions 

2 to enter the 1967 war with Israel and to dash with the 
| armed Palestinian groups in 1970. One of the most 
| bitter experiences toe King had to face was also the 
[extent of toe misunderstanding of his principled 
j position on the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, which also 
j resulted in Arab divisions that persist till this very day. 
j : On toe other hand, the reintroduction of pluralistic 
1 democracy crowned the Monarch’s contemporary 
[successes. That giant leap effectively integrated the 
[ country into the democratic dub and took the sting out 
j of Israel's daim that it is the only democracy in the 
j Middle East. 

■ ; There is no doubt that even at this hour His Majesty 
! feels that a tremendous amount of unfinished business 
[lies ahead of him and his Kingdom. Peace in the 
l Middle East, based on toe return of the occupied 
\ territories to their rightfol owners, progress and 
; self-reliance in Jordan are but samples of the goals that 
j the King still looks forward to attaining in the years 
) ahead. 

} ' Long live the King, and may the years ahead give 
\ him and this country additional occasions and oppor- 

• tonifies to achieve toe remaining national goals and 
! aspirations. 


Electoral reform in Jordan — a global menu of alternatives 


By Curtis R. Ryan 


As Jordan moves closer to the 
next round of national elections, 
two key questions remain un- 
answered: How democratic is the 
current election law, and is it in 
need of reform? Despite the 
-many recent changes in the 
Jordanian political landscape — 
notably the appearance of 17 
legal parties — the electoral pro- 
cess has remained unchanged 
since the last elections in 1989. 
Some have argued , often very 
quietly, that an uninformed sys- 
tem perpetuates present 
unfairness in die application of 
the law and coaid pose a great 
danger to Jordan's chosen demo- 
cratic path. 

But how can this be the case? 
The answer is simply that the 
prevailing system incorporates a 
number of distortions, through 
which the level of parliamentary 
representation of the largest bloc 
or party can be artificially in- 
flated. It is therefore possible for 
the largest party to gain a major- 
ity of seats in Parliament without 
gaining a majority of popular 
votes. Put most bluntly, this 
means that the current system is 
less than fair, not as democratic 
as it could be and could benefit 
from electoral reform. 

Yet, to what extent is this form 
of electoral distortion a serious 
problem? The answer need not 
be a purely hypothetical one. To- 
the contrary, Jordan is able to 
benefit from the experience of aO 
countries around the world that 
have embarked on one form of 
democratisation or another. 
Thus, Jordanians can draw on a 
broad menu of democratic 
alternatives and, perhaps even 
more importantly, they can avoid 
some of the pitfalls experienced 
in the histories of other democra- 
tic experiments. 

. The turbulent development of 
Turkish parliamentary democra- 
cy may provide a useful case in 
point. The Turkish system has 
gone through a series of revi- 
sions, each designed to make up 
for problems encountered in pre- 
vious electoral laws. These prob- 
lems were often severe enough 
that they led to a series of military 
coups and to the repeated suspen- 
sion of democratisation in Tur- 
key. 

The modem Turkish republic 
was founded by Mustafa Kemal 


Ataturk, who introduced a sys- 
tem of electoral democracy, but 
that system was limited to a single 
mobihang party — the Republican 
Peoples* Party. Ataturk’s succes- 
sor, President Ismet Inonu, im- 
plemented the significant change 
of opening the system to party 
competition in 1950. At the time 
only two major parties competed 
for votes, much like the system in 
the United States, but this first 
competitive electoral system in- 
cluded an unintentionally dfcprop-i 
orticral system of translating the- 


“There is no single 
most-democratic 
system; rather, 
each type carries 
with it costs as well 
as benefits, and 
ultimately these 
must be measured 
and adapted to 
meet the unique 
needs and charac- 
teristics of the 
Jordanian 
society/ 5 


popular vote into numbers of 
parliamentary seats. 1 
The net effect was ultimately 
dangerous to Turkey's nascent 
democracy. The hitherto opposi- 
tion group, the Democrat Party, 
swept to power by gaining a slim 
majority of the popular vote. But 
this translated into overwhelming 
superiority within the parliament 
— a level of dominance which 
caine to be abused. The 
previously-ruling party, now in 
the minority, found its presses 
shut down and its every initiative 
suppressed by the virtually dic- 
tatorial control that the Demo- 
crat Party had achieved through 
the ballot box. This degenerated 
into a worsening political situa- 
tion until the military intervened 
in 1960, bringing Turkish demo- 
cracy to a temporary end. Such a 
case, while extreme, makes dear 


the dangers inherent in a system 
of dispro portion al representa- 
tion. 

After overseeing a major revi- 
sion in the electoral laws, the 
military turned power bade over 
to cmUaxxs and Turkey resumed 
its process of democratisation. 
The new electoral laws were de- 
signed to avoid the previous sys- 
tem of disproportional repre- 
sentation with its tendency to 
create tyranny through democra- 
tic means. 

The new' system, however, 
erred on precisely the opposite 
side. It was so radically prop- 
ortional that the system eventual- 
ly became swamped with a host of 
small parties and splinters of par- 
ties, increasing foe power of 
radicals, both left and right, and 
undercutting moderates and cen- 
trists. In this way, foe second 
Turkish electoral system is often 
compared to the system found in 
Italy today. Although this kind of 
system can certainly be said to 
represent a far broader span of 
political and ideological views, it 
also tends to prevent any single 
grouping from gaining an outright 
majority. Government is invari- 
ably achieved through coalitions. 

In some cases, this enhances 
foe democratic nature of foe par- 
tiament, and forces the politics of 
compromise. Yet, it can also lead 
to foe clangers experienced in the 
Turkish case, in which foe radical 
ideological pluralism of the par- 
liament led to political paralysis. 
No party had a majority, govern- 
ment was virtually deadlocked, 
and the parliament eventually de- 
generated into ideological battles 
that served only to rang legisla- 
tion and policy-making to a grind- 
ing halt. The result was that 
Turkey experienced two more 
military interventions as domestic 
order and security disintegrated, 
and radicalism became dominant. 

These examples from the 
turbulent Turkish road to demo- 
cracy may not sound like a demo- 
cratic path to be emulated, but 
that is precisely the point: there is 
no need for Jordan to experience 
either of these extremes. To the 
contrary, Jordan can instead ex- 
amine the revised systems 
achieved in Turkey and in other 
countries — while avoiding foe 
painful experiences that lad to 
these revisions. 


In the Turkish case, not surpri- 
singly, foe current system is in- 
tended precisely to avoid either 
of the extremes outlined above. 
Following the 1980 military in- 
tervention, in fact, a new system 
emerged which corrected for the dis- 
tortions of both types of electoral 
systems, and this system has 
brought greater balance and sta- 
bility to Turkey's electoral life. 

To avoid democratically im- 
posed tyranny, the system is 
'based on proportional repre- 
sentation. And to avoid chaos 
and extremism, the system in- 
cludes an “eight per cent rule’], in 
which parties must break an eight 
per cent ceiling in the popular 
vote before they quality for par- 
liamentary representation. This 
allows for a fairly wide spectrum 
of political views within foe par- 
liament, but cuts against small 
extremist parties — of both the 
left and the right. Such a system 
appears to have worked out well 
in Turkey. 

Yet the argument here is not 
that this or any such system 
should be a model for Jordan. No 
system works in quite the same 
way in any two different places. 
Egypt, for example, employs a 
similar eight per cent rule in its 
parliamentary elections. Yet for 
those parties that do not gain the 
required eight per cent, all their 
votes automatically go to the 
largest party. This inevitably 
means that foe ruling National 
Democratic Party of President 
Hosni Mubarak gains an addi- 
tional boost in every election. 

Therefore the argument 
offered here is not that Jordan 
can or should mimic the Turkish 
system, or for that matter the 
systems of Egypt, Italy, the Un- 
ited States, or anywhere else. 
Even a passing look at these 
various systems shows the re- 
markable variety in approaches 
to democracy throughout the 
world. There is no single most- 
democratic system; rather, each 
type carries with it costs as well as 
benefits, and ultimately these 
must be measured and adapted to 
meet the unique needs and char- 
acteristics of Jordanian society. 

Still, the current system does 
appear to be in need of some kind 
of reform. If that point is 
accepted, then the question re- 


mains, of course, just what direc- 
tion might foe electoral reform 
take. A few possibilities follow 
which might be worthy of consid- 
eration. ivn ■ 

1. One person, one vote. This 

is certainly not a new argument m 

Jordan. Many people have been 
fighting for electoral reform cen- 
tred around the idea of “one 
person, one vote". This is in 
contrast to foe system employed 
in the 1989 elections, in which 
each individual could vote for as 
many representatives as their dis- 

“Regardless of the 
precise direction of 
electoral reform, 
with each improve- 
ment undertaken 
Jordan will surely 
become more and 
more of a model of 
democratisation to 
other states across 
the region.” 


trict contained. This gave some 
Jordanians four votes, others 
nine votes, and so on. 

Yet, a system of multiple votes 
is problematic because it allows a 
small percentage of the electorate 
to dominate 'the- outcome. If one 
group of voters uses its votes to 
vote for all the candidates of their 
party, while most others are split- 
ting their votes and voting for 
independents, it is possible to 
edge out each- of these other 
candidates. 

This does not sound trouble- 
some at first, but it allows a party 
to gain 100 per cent of a district's 
representation without having 
even a quarter of foe district’s 
popular vote. A system limiting 
each voter to one vote for a 
district representative would pre- 
vent this kind of unintended dis- 
tortion or loop-hole in the sys- 
tem. 

2. Proportional representation. 
Allocating parliamentary seats 
according to foe percentage of 
the popular vote gained by a 


party or candidate would increase 
foe democratic nature of Jordan s 
electoral system. This would not 
carry with it the same kind Of 
threat of political paralysis ex- 
perienced m other systems bc- 
Susc. unlike Italy or Turkey’s 
second republic, the prime minis- 
ter in Jordan is not necessarily 
drawn from Parliament.^ There- 
fore, the crises involved in form- 
ing coalition governments would ■ «- 
not be a factor in Jordanian poli- 
tics. For foe same reason, this 
suggests that there would be no 
need to institute any kind of eight 
per cent rule (or any other 
threshold number) since in the 
Jordanian context it would serve 
only to cut back on Jordan s 
democracy by needlessly exclud- 
ing minority political groups. 

3. Party lists. If parries were 
required to run lists of candidates 
in each district, ranked in a prior- 
ity order, it would facilitate the 
use of a system of proportional 
representation — by party, by 
district. A major problem at pre- f 
sent, however, has been demons- 
trated in the results of the recent 
survey conducted by foe Centre 
for Strategic Studies: most Jorda- 
nian voters do not want to vote 
for parties. Yet the dilemma re- 
mains that Jordan has moved into 
a system of multiple political par- 
ties and requiring party lists 
would push these groups towards 
better organisation and articula- 
tion of their platforms as they 
contest elections in each district. 

It would make it clearer what 
each party stands for. 

These three areas of reform — 
one person, one vote; prop- 
ortional representation; and par- 
ty lists — would increase the 
democratic nature of Jordan's 
electoral system. Whether they 
are worthy of consideration, 
much less implementation, is for j 
Jordanians alone to decide. But 
regardless of the precise direction 
of electoral reform, with each 
improvement undertaken Jordan 
will surely become more and 
more of a model of democratisa- 
tion to other states across the 
region. 

The writer, a doctoral student at 
the University of North Carolina, 
is currently doing research work 
in Amman. He contributed the 
article to the Jordan Times. 


The costly road to democracy - 
fall, rise and learn from CxpeHefice 


By Peter Pikkert 



Social reality, according to 
French historian Fernand 
Braudel, consists of three layers: 
‘Thistoire quasi-immobile" of 
geographic and climatological 
changes; the “social layer”, of 
demographic, economic and so- 
cial changes; and, lastly, the su- 
perficial turbulence of daily poli- 
tical and military developments. 
He rightly believed that foe su- 
perficial turbulence becomes 
meaningful once the fundamental 
structures are grasped. Identifica- 
tion and analysis of some “longue 
dutee” factors shaping foe Mid- 
dle East might not only give 
meaning to today's “superficial 
turbulence”, but also shed light 
on the way forward. 

The demographic demon 

Annual population growth in 
the Middle East averages around 
three per cent, which means that 
by the year 2000 there will be, for 
example, about 260 million Arabs 
59 million Turks and 52 million 
Iranians. The growth rate of foe 
region’s great cities is, however, 
much higher as they draw large 
numbers from foe often-impover- 
ished and in many cases strife- 
ridden countryside. At least 1,000 
people move daily to Cairo, and 
Istanbul is not far behind. Cairo 
could well have a population of 
18 million by the end of the 
decade. The forced repatriation 
of a couple of million Egyptians, 
Palestinians and Yemenis after 
the ‘Gulf war has aggravated 
the problem for ' a number of 
countries which could least afford 
it. 

The obvious effects of this- 
mushrooming population of 
urban poor are swelled ranks of 
unemployed and under- 
employed. exorbitant house 
prices and dangerously high 
levels of soda! disorientation and 
frustration. Malthusian optimists 
might predict that the average 
age of marriage will rise and foe 
size of families shrink, but in 
societies where children are serial 
security this is not true. 

An often overlooked long-term 
result of foe population explosion 
is a drop in literacy rates. Egypt 
would have to build and staff four 
classrooms every hour if it 
wanted to keep up with its annual 
population growth of 1.3 million. 
Furthermore, the education sys- 
tems of war-tom countries like 
Kuwait, Iraq. Sudan, Palestine 
and Lebanon have been severely 
disrupted. This means that more 
and more people grow complete- 
ly dependent on electronic media 
to meet their information and 
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entertainment needs. 

Television and radios are 
omnipresent in the Middle East, 
where video sales are among the 
highest in the world. Dish anten- 
nas are sprouting up everywhere. 
A barrage of Hollywood is not 
only undermining traditional cul- 
ture and values, it is sharpening 
both materia] and political dis- 
content. Few westerners care ab- 
out either the morality or foe 
effects western trash has on Mid- 
dle Eastern cultures. 

Islamic fundamentalism — 
back to the future 

Many Islamic revivalists are 
cashing in on foe widespread 
social discontent. Their shrill 
propaganda preaches that today’s 
problems are foe result of West- 
ern decadence. Sharia is foe 
proclaimed panacea and the early 
days of Islam foe example to 
follow. This fundamentalist 
.wave, though it has already 
crested in Iran, continues to grow 
in places like North Africa. 

Iran's Islamic revolution is, I 
believe, typical. Growing mighty 
on a groundswell of social dis- 
content, it reached its height in 
foe 1979 revolution. Thereafter a 
reign of terror alienated many 
Iranians. They had tasted the 
bitter fruits of Islamic fun- 
damentalism and had lost every- 
thing, including their sons in 
Khomeini’s “human waves”. 


Hundreds of thousands fled their 
homeland. Their disappointment 
is slowly filtering through to the 
masses. Today a foermidorian 
reaction is slowly replacing foe 
reign of terror. Though still 
gathering strength in various 
places, each fundamentalist wave 
will inevitably crest, leaving a 
spiritual and ideological vacuum. 
And nature hates a vacuum. 

The Gulf war dealt the coup de 
grace to Arab nationalism and 
expanding Islamic fundamental- 
ism is imploding into its own 
black hole. Materialism, drug 
abuse and various cults are com- 
peting with religion to fill the' 
inner vacuum. Remarkably, un- 
precedented numbers of Muslims 
are turning to Christianity. Esti- 
mates of Iranians who have for- 
saken Islam and turned to 
evangelical Christianity during 
the last decade run as high as 
20,000. During the late '70s there 
was one small evangelical fel- 
lowship in Turkey. Today there 
are about 12. A growing number 
of Turkish converts are changing 
their legal status to “Christian”. 
While foe Orthodox churches are 
haemorrhaging badly from 
emigration, this steady growth of 
small, clandestine groups is 
spreading throughout foe Middle 
East — even in Saudi Arabia — 
often at great personal cost to 
individual converts. Though still 
insignificant in terms of percen- 


tages, many missionaries expect 
foe growth of indigenous Christ- 
ian fellowships to grow dramati- 
cally and, more importantly, ex- 
ercise an influence disproportion- 
ate to their numbers. 

The vacuum left by the demise 
of Arab nationalism has also 
galvanised various nationalist 
movements, particularly, though 
not exclusively, among non-Arab 
ethnic groups. While Kurds, 
southern Sudanese, western 
Sahara ns and Palestinians are 
fighting central authorities, Leba- 
non and Iraq face foe possibility 
of cantonisation, and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) is 
fast following foe Arab league 
into irrelevance. The Arab World 
is not only splintered, it is at a 
political crossroads: One way lies 
the narrow, uncertain path to 
western-style democracy, the 
other the familiar road of despot- 
ism, social unrest and economic 
disaster. Either direction will in- 
crease political polarisation. 

Political polarisation nM 
western meddling 

Political polarisation will in- 
crease as huge foreign debts and 
social unrest force unpopular eco- 
nomic reforms and political res- 
trictions. In Turkey, for instance, 
both old-style militant left-wing 
revolutionary groups (PKK, Dev 
Sol) and Islamic fundamentalist 


groups are growing in popularity. 
Stuck in the middle, western- 
oriented technocrats attempt, to 
steer the course of plurality and 
democracy. They know that their 
country is as vulnerable to west- 
ern pressure as those, counfries 
which opt for despotism are to 
western military intervention & la 
Kuwait, Iraq, Somalia or Leba- 
non (remember those marines in 
Beirut?) when things get out of 
band. 

Imposing international con- 
formity on global problems such 
as foe environment, the spread of 
weapons of mass destruction and 
AIDS will cause sensitive nation- 
al egos to bristle. Brandishing the 
sword of international debt, the 
West could, for example, force 
unpopular legislation governing 
pollution control and nuclear 
waste disposal. In countries 
where environmental concern is 
'understandably low, this type of 
economic imperialism could be 
foe straw that breaks the camel’s 
back. 

Fresh water is becoming one of 
foe region’s major sources of 
oncDon. Israel has long since ex- 
hausted its own water supplies and is. 
dependent on its Arab neigh- 
bours. Ethiopia is planning a 
senes of dams which will serious- 
ly reduce foe flow of foe Nile at a 
time when Egypt wants to in- 
crease its agricultural potential. 
Turkey controls every drop that 


flows; down the Euphrates. At 
Iraa and Syria’s expense. Tur- 
keys GAP (Guncy, Anadolu * 
Projcsl)- project has doubled its 
electricity generation and is trans- 
forming abour 20.000 square 
kilometres of arid desert into 
fertile farm land. Libya's man- 
made river and Iraq’s “third riv-. - . 
er” seek to do the same. 

Who knows what climatologic- 
al and demographic changes 
these massive projects will frig- _■ 
ger? Reforestation programmes 
are already increasing the annual 
rainfall in Jordan and Syria. New 
towns and villages, harbingers of 
hope, are springing up in what 
was once desert. 

The way forward 

There is no short cut to demo- 
cracy. Our own social evolution 
took centuries and led from 
feudalism through absolute 
monarchies, enlightened monar- 
chies, revolutions, despotisms, 
dictatorships and world wars. 
Like the child who killed the 
butterfly by helping it out of its ~ J 
cocoon, imposing democracy on 
societies not ready for it is fatal. 
Each country must be permitted " 
to make and experience the re- 
sults of its own mistakes. That is 
the costly road to stable democra- 
cy. The temptation to intervene 
directly in the internal affairs of 
other nations must not be given in 
to, no matter how repulsive the 
regime. We can encourage the • 
humanitarian missions of non- 
governmental agencies, we might 
stimulate private enterprise, cur- 
tail our arms exports and prom- -i 
Ote educational and cultural ex- 
changes. Internal affairs, howev- 
er. must remain private business. 

— Or else people will never learn. 

ui international affairs, on the 
other hand, rex must be lex. For a 
major power like the U.S. to 
allow political opportunism and 
narrow lobbies to dictate which 
international law and U.N. re- 
solunons it will enforce and which 
it will ignore or even violate is a 
symptom of its own political ini.* 
mammy When the West learns 

^JK P i y J n - crnalional Iaw 

evenhandedly it might earn foe 
"spect needed to hold the most 
honourable position in Middle 
Eastern soaety. that of mediator. 
The ‘‘honest broker” aspirant 
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A Jordan Times 
special supplement 
marking the 40th 
anniversary of 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 
assumption of 
constitutional powers 



Special issue on 
historic occasion 


THIS IS but a modest effort to portray what is truly a great 
achievement for Jordan under the leadership Of His Majesty the 
King during the past 40 years. 

In this special issue , Jordan Times writers and reporters 
attempt to shed more light on the personality of the leader who 
made it all happen , and to analyse the forces and factors that 
shaped the crucial decisions he made as King. But equally 
important, perhaps, is another small effort made here to took at 
the political, social and economic changes that have taken place in 
the country over the past four decades and the role played by the 
King’s policies in bringing about the transformation of Jordan into 
a modern, democratic state. 

Not only the Jordan Tones bur the whole spectrum of the 
Jordanian media are today celebrating the 40th anniversary of the 
King's assumption ofconsDrutfona/ powers with special issues and 
programmes. In a sense, though, those efforts will not be enough 
to give the occasion its due. since h hat the King atxnv all would 
like to see is more solid attempts by our media to meet the 
exigencies of the democratic process and to enrich our experience 
with an altogether new approach to keep pace with the changing * 
times in our country and the world as a whole. 

It might well be' argued that the media cannot be but a 
reflection of a society’s progress in the held. In other words, their 
performance can only improve as fast and well as the political 
developments taking place in society. Since such arguments can 
flow continuously in different directions, there can he no 
ready-made answers to our particular situation here in Jordan. A 
healthy debate on this and other issues facing us has to be the ■ 
alternative. 

This is neither the occasion nor the place to tackle such debate 
The point behind raising the media's handling of important' 


occasions in our history is simply a reminder that no journalistic 
endeavour can be complete without a parallel effort to dig deep 


into the causes and symptoms of change or continuity within any 
society . 

While His Majesty and most Jordanians, wc are sure, would 
like to see the emergence of a more vigorous media — a media * 
that are nevertheless committed to objectivity, responsibility and • 
social justice — we nevertheless can all be proud of the \ 
tremendous progress that Jordan has made in the information j 
field since the early fifties. 

There were times in Jordan '$ recent history when a government 
became intolerant of anyone who doubted that its wisdom was the . 
only wisdom consistent with human efficiency . economic order 
and patriotic reliability. But, overall, nobody can deny the fact 
that, under His Majesty's leadership, the country now has one of- 
the freest and most technologically advanced media in the Arab 
World and the Middle East region. 

Much remains to be said and told about the King’s leadership of 
this country, for neither this issue nor countless others can alone 
unveil the richness and depth of this era m onr history. For now. 
however, Jordan's success story has to speak for itself. 


George Hawatmeb j 


THE VIEW FROM THE FOURTH DECADE 


By Rami. G. Khoori 
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A historical success of personality and principle 


ATTEMPTS BY myself 
and many others this week 
to assess the state of Jordan 
and the achievements of His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
the occasion of the 40th 
anniversary of his assump- 
tion of his constitutional 
powers run two particular 
risks: a) to focus so intense- 
ly on the person of King 
Hussein that one loses sight 
of the broader relevant 
issues that have defined his 
life, reign and aspirations, 
and, b) to engage in an 
exercise of adulation, re- 
spect, appreciation and 
praise that is justified and 
sincere, but that may miss 
the point of the larger issues 
that I believe must be 
appreciated on this occa- 
sion. 

It is appropriate — and 
probably inevitable — that 
we mark this occasion in a 
context in which King Hus- 
sein himself spearheads sus- 
tained public exhortations 
in Jordan for democracy, 
plu ralism and human rights 
as the appropriate values 
and forms of our political 
culture from now on. An 
essential aspect of this com- 
mitment — perhaps the 
essential mechanism of 
democratic pluralism — is 
the ability of a society to 
engage in public debate, - 
self-analysis and self- 
criticism, with a view to 
reaching a consensus on 
public policy issues that are 
accepted by all its members. 

In this spirit, it is not only 
our opportunity and right to 
assess Jordan today, 40 ' 
years after King Hussein’s 
assumption of his constitu- 
tional responsibility ; it is 
also our responsibility and 
our obligation to'do so with 
all the honesty, truth and 
fairness that we can muster. ■ 

History will probably re-* 
cord that King Hussein’s 
greatest achievement was 
the process of nation- 
building, of forging a gener- 
ally viable country out of a 
variety of smaller compo- 
nents that came together to 
form the modem state of 
Jordan. 

Jordan in mid-century' 
lacked the three essential, 
components of statehood: a 


distinct historical and 
cultural/political identity, a 
combination of ' demog- 
raphic and economic. re- 
sources necessary for sus- 
tainable economic growth 
and a modem tradition .of 
urbanism that could drive 
the process of national de- 
velopment in the fields of 
culture, politics, economy 
and identity. Rightly, many 
people' in mid-century 
doubted Jordan's ability to 
survive. This was an artifi- 
cial, small, fragile and 
vulnerable country in a 
neighbourhood of giants. 


thugs and predators. 
Today, though, Jordan is 


an impressive little country 
— still modest in its nation- 
al attributes, still dependent 
on foreign aid, stflT vulner- 
able to domestic resource 
shortages and regional poli- 
tical, economic, ideological 
and demographic threats, 
but nevertheless increasing- 
ly rational, logical, sen- 
confident and satisfying. 

The physical survival of 
Jordan has been coupled 
with the psychological de- 
velopment of a distinctly 
Jordanian identity — an in- 
evitable reflection of the 
.fragmentation of the broad- 
er Arab/Islamic identity af- 
ter World I into smaller 
identities encapsulated in 
modem states. Jordan’s is 
one of the more successful 
examples of Arab stales 
that nave started to develop' 
a modem political identity, 
while holding together their 
new national configuration 
without succumbing to the 
ravages of rebellion, severe 
oppression, economic col- 
lapse, total dependence on 
foreign sources of protec- 
tion and assistance or disin- 


velopment; Jordanian gov- 
ernments and kings have 
not hesitated to apply deci- 
sive internal security doc- 
trines when they thought 
that internal peace and 
security were threatened. 
Security was the condition 
deemed vital for the other 
foundation of modern 
Jordanian life, which is hu- 
man development. By hu- 
man development, I mean 
an emphasis on providing 
individuals, families and 
communities with equitable 
access to the basic necessi- 
ties of life, such as educa- 
tion, health care, water, 
shelter, social services and 
the freedom to travel and 
work at will. 

The value of our modem 
legacy of strong human de- 
velopment has become self- 
evident in recent years, 
especially when we com- 
pare Jordan with the rest of 
Middle East. The stability, 
resilience, self-confidence, 
moderation, rationality and 
productivity that characte- 
rise Jordan are not a con- 
sequence of minerals in our 
water or chemicals in the 
air; they are the consequ- 
ence of ideas in our minds 
and values in onr historical 
and communal conscience 
— especially the idea that 
h uman dignity and national 
stability are best assured by 
providing people with 
equitable access to their 
basic life needs. 


decisions and they do not de- 
fine precisely how we will 
spend onr money and set our 
priorities in real life, rather 
than on paper or in our minds. 

I suspect that history will 
credit modem Jordan, and 
especially King Hussein, with 
boil ding a country where none 
existed before, by bringing 
together human and natural 
resources in a coalition of 
forces that was united by its 
commitment to a concept of a 
humane society and a vision of 
satisfying and decent life in an 
Arab/lslamic context. This is a 
very big achievement, even if it 
happens in a relatively small 
country such as ours. 

King Hussein guided and 
stimulated this achievement, 
but he did not accomplish it 
single-handedly. It was 
achieved by a combination of 
forces representing all sectors 
of society, with partnerships 
extending into other Arab and 


security was emphasised in (he 
period from 1956 to 1989 be- 
cause regional threats were 
deemed too strong to be 
allowed to run their course 
without a rational defensive 
response from within, for there 
was a real fear that external 
pressures would exploit inter- 
nal politics to such a point that 
statehood itself might be 
threatened. 

The strict security policy of 
the third part of the century — 
roughly 1957-1989 — com- 
bined with sustained govern- 
ment emphasis on human de- 
velopment, brought the coun- 
try to an inevitable taming 
point This occurred in 1988/ 
89, when security was once 
again defined in a more narrow 
sense and political pluralism 
was rekindled. 

Two important things hap- 
pened in 1988/89. The disen- 
gagement from the West Bank 
allowed a crystallisation of the 


trigumg then because most of 
the people in Jordan were not 
necessarily asking for demo- 
cracy — they mainly wanted 
lower fees arid prices, and less 
heavy-handedness by the ex- 
ecutive branch of government. 

The nation-building talents 
of the King were evident, 
though, in his decision. He 
understood that long-term 
national durability and quality 
of life for Jordanians could not 
be assured only by the com- 
bination of security and human 
development. The country bad 
reached die stage where poli- 
tical participation was neces- 
sary cm a scale more significant 
and more institutionalbed than 
it had been in the previous 
decades. 


The historical achievement of King Hussein in the 
last 40 years, I would suggest, has been his 
capacity to understand — perhaps consciously, 
perhaps through the nnconsaous gat feelings and 
intuition that are inherent in successful leaders — 
that a balance must be struck between the twin 
imperatives of security and human development. 
He has beat able to strike a consistently reason- 
able balance between these two forces and to 
adjust that balance when required. 


tegratioa. 

The reasons why this has 
happened can be largely re- 
lated to the personality and 
determination of King Hus- 
sein, and two particular and 
inter-related trends in this 
respect stand out in my 
mind: security and human 
development. 

Modem Jordan has al- 
ways emphasised the 
maintenance of internal 
security as the imperative 
condition for national de- 


The importance of human 
development cannot be over- 
emphasised in any analysis of 
Jordan’s modern history. It re- 
mains perhaps the central 
formative principle in the char- 
acter and political history of 
the country — one could even 
go so for as to say that human 
development is onr only dis- 
tinct Jordanian national ideol- 


ogy- 

Of course, Islam, Arabism, 
the pofides of King Hussein 
and tiie Hashemite Monarchy, 
the Constitution, the National 
Charter and -other expressions 
of Jordanian identity, values 


and policy principles are im- 
portant determinants of who. 
we are, what we believe, and 
where we hope to go in the 
future. But they are all state- 
ments of principles and values. 
They do not provide a prog- 
rammatic blueprint for policy 


foreign countries that shared 
our values and goals. He pro- 
vided guidance, set the exam- 
ple and generated the neces- 
sary material resources that 
were required to maintain onr 
forward progress. 

The historical achievement 
of King Hussein in the last 40 
years, I would suggest, has 
been his capacity to under- 
stand — perhaps consciously, 
perhaps through the uncon- 
scious gut feelings and intui- 
tion that are inherent in suc- 
cessful leaders — that a ba- 
lance must be struck between 
tiie twin imperatives of security 
and human development. He 
has been able to strike a consis- 
tently reasonable balance be- 
tween these two forces and to 
adjust that balance* when re- 
quired. 

Therefore, political plural- 
ism and ideological diversity 
were accepted in the first few 
years of his reign, but then 


geographical and political 
identity of Jordan as an East 
Bank state; this in turn elimin- 
ated the constitutional prob- 
lem of holding elections be- 
cause of the occupation of the 
West Bank (from where 30 
deputies were chosen to sit in 
the Jordanian Parliament). 

The political and administra- 
tive disengagement from Pales- 
tine, combined with the high 
rate of human development in 
Jordan, made it inevitable that 
a new era of political evolution 
would have to be latmdied in 
Jordan. The gap between eco- 
nomic development and poli- 
tical development had widened 
glaringly in the decades to 
1989, and tensions erupted in 
tiie demonstrations of April 
1989. 

King Hussein's decision to 
hold parliamentary elections in 
1989 and to move the counffy 
on tiie path of democratic, 
pluralistic liberalisation was in- 


In historical terms, the 
King's decision to democratise 
in 1989 was based on his in- 
stinctive appreciation of two 
vital facts: The country and the 
people were ready for this shift 
because of the previous focus 
on human development and 
education, and this shift was 
absolutely vital because the 
discrepancy b e twe en material 
and political development was 
unsustainable in the long ran. 
His particular insight into the 
imperatives of nation-building 
and national durability, due to 
his own humanistic values and 
long experience, compelled 
him to recognise the timely 
importance of striking this new 
balance among security, hu- 
man development and political 
development. 

The consequence of these 
processes is that Jordan today 
is probably the most important 
example of an Arab/lslamic 
country that is moving ahead 
systematically, peacefully and 
rationally on the path to forg- 
ing a new Arab/Isfemic/Semitic 
political culture that is stable, 
responsive, authentic and de- 
cent — and therefore it will 
probably be durable and satis- 
’ rectory to its people, and 
attractive as a model for others 
in this region. 

King Hussein must be given 
the lion's share of credit for the 
impressive status of Jordan cs a 
country and its honourable 
values as a political culture and 
an Arab/Islamic community, 
because he has consistently 
given our country the combina- 
tion of decisive leadership and 
political and moral values that 
are the vital underpinning for 
our ament national progress. 

In the final analysis, Jordan 
and King Hussein's reign can- 
not be judged in isolation from 
the the broader modem Arab 


experience. The hard work still 
lies ahead. The real challenge 
we face today, and that King 
Hussein alludes to in his public 
speeches, is to continue work- 
ing for the goals and the values 
that Arabs have worked for 
since the Arab awakening at 
the turn of the century. His 
own historical mission is dean 
to develop the small country of 
Jordan as a spearhead of the 
larger goals and rights that 
were the objective of the Arab 
awakening and the Great Arab 
Revolt in the period around 
1900-1920. 

This is a long-term enter- 
prise that will be measured in 
decades and perhaps even cen- 
turies. It is not the work of 
individuals, but rather of our 
entire Arab/lslamic* commun- 
ity and nation. King Hussein 
will be credited by bistoiy for 
rejecting the temptation of iso- 
lating Jordan from its national 
and cultural pan-Arab hinter- 
land and developing it as an 
isolated island of stability, 
humane governance, and hu- 
man decency. 

Therefore, it is axiomatic 
and historically inevitable that 
we celebrate the 40th 
. anniversary of King Hussein's 
reign amidst calls tor the les- 
sons of Jordan to be appreci- 
ated on a regional Arab basis. 
This is evident in King Hus- 
sein's drive to spread the 
values and benefits of demo- 
cracy, pluralism and human 
rights throughout the Arab 
world, tty setting the example 
and continuously repeating onr 
commitment to these princi- 
ples and values. 

Throughout most of his 40 
years on the throne, King Hus- 
sein has been preoccupied with 
the imperatives of nation- 
building and national survival 
in the midst of a turbulent and 
often violent region; that goal 
has been achieved against 
great odds and serious con- 
straints. Therefore, in the. last 
four years he has adroitly 
shifted the emphasis of Jorda- 
nian national development to 
the goals of enriching, deepen- 
. tug and sustaining the achieve- 
ments of the recent past. His 
strengths as a leader and as a 
human being are more obvious 
.today, in view of Jordan's im- 
pressive condition, and these 
strengths will probably have a 
greater impact on other 
societies in the Middle East in 
the years to come. 

The last 40 years suggest that 
King Hussein's instincts and 
policies have been appropriate 
and productive. Mistakes were 


made, as be himself has admit- 
ted in interviews and public 
statements. But who has not 
made mistakes? The true mea- 
sure of leadership by indi-‘ 
victuals, of rationality by entire 
national communities, and of 
authenticity and durability of 
political cultures is the capacity 1 
to learn from the past, and to 
develop future strategies that 
are humane and effective. 

I think the most impressive 
aspect of King Hussein’s reign 
has been the decisive manner 
in which be has made the big ! 
decisions of the last four years * 
— to disengage from Palestine, 
to democratise internally, to 
stand firm on principles during ! 
the Gulf crisis, to launch a ; 
painful but necessary economic i 
adjustment programme and to ! 
place Jordan squarely in the ; 
vortex of the regional and the ; 
global drive for stable and pro- 
ductive nations that value - 
democracy, human rights, in- 
ternational cooperation and 
pluralism. 

King Hussein did not have to 
do these things, and he could 
have opted to faU back on the 
old formula of security and 
human development. That 
would have been the easy 
course, but it probably would 
not have worked, because the 
gap between material and poli- 


tical development had grown 
too wide. He recognised the 


fundamental human aspira- j 
tions of bis people; be also | 
recognised that these aspira- 
tions coincided almost exactly 
with his own instincts as a 
h u m an being, and his own his- 
torical responsibility as the 
standard-bearer of the princi- 
ples of Arab freedom, dignity 
and unity that have guided hxs 
family, his people and his cul- 
ture for the last century. 

The King's takms as a lead- 
er, his vision as an Arab, his 
moral legacy as a Muslim and j 
his compassion as an individual 
human being all compelled him ; 
to make the hard choices that i 
most other contemporary Arab : 
leaders probably would have ' 
shunned. 

This is probably why he has 
reigned for such a long time, 
and why he celebrates his 40th 
■ year on the throne as a leader , 
fcpth an unparallelled modern i 
Hrab combination of comoo- 
sure, confidence, legitimacy. : 
credibility and the affection 
and respect of his people as 
well as of many others in the ! 
Jggjfln and thr oughout the i 


Rami G. Khouri 1993 










SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 


A true leader — not a survivalist 


By Tabor Hikmat 

HOW CAN a leader from a Third 
World country rule for 40 years, 
in an ever turbulent region that 
has never witnessed stability, and 
at ' the same time continue to 
enjoy tremendous popular sup- 
port? How can this leader turn bis 
rule into a symbol for his coun- 
try’s unity, progress and continui- 
ty? How can a man's leadership 
become a popular demand of 
both the masses and the whole 
political spectrum? How can a 
ruler of 40 years manage to stay 
on top of all changes and above 
all rivalries, corruption and deca- 
dence? 

These are some, but not all, the 

3 uestions that come to mind on 
re 40th anniversary of His 
Majesty King Hussein’s assump- 
tion of his constitutional powers. 

Some writers and analysts have 
attempted to attribute the King’s 
success to his capability and skill 
in playing the survival game. But 
t find their theory lacking in 
credibility and in proper under- 
standing of the institutions of 
government in this country. 

Those who believe in “the sur- 
vivalist theory" fail to under- 
stand, or altogether ignore, some 
basic facts of life in the history of 
this country. 

First, Kmg Hussein has not 
only been the rnler of Jordan but 
also the architect of its develop- 
ment, turning it from a small 
dependent state into a modern 
country with remarkable regional 
and international presence. The 
King has overseen the trans- 
formation of Jordan from a 
nomadic, agricultural community 
into an urban society capable of 
dealing with all forms of econo- 
mic and political hardships. King 
Hussein was the man who steered 
Jordan to safety during all phases 
of international and regional 
polarisation and skillfully man- 
aged the conflict with Israel with- 


out giving up any of the nation’s 
legitimate rights. 

Second, the King is not only a 
politician and manager of state 
affairs. He is a man erf vision with 
a rich political insight. His en- 
lightened and progressive vision 
surpasses in depth and richness 
that of all Jordanian politicians 
who have worked with him over 
the years. He is the man who 
masterfully steered Jordan 
through the rough seas of the 
Middle East to the shores of 
democracy and popular participa- 
tion. In all objectivity, any neut- 
ral observer would testify that the 
King's vision for the future and 
deep understanding of the nature 
of political changes have always 
been stronger than chat of his 
prime ministers, ministers and 
advisors. This- ability to look 
ahead is what enables King Hus- 


wered to carry out their mission, 
the people continued to look to 
the King for genuine guidance, 
and change where necessary. 

, King Hussein always perceived 
change and the need for it as a 
socio-political process. He thus 
introduced change not for its own 
sake but as means towards an 
end. 

Fourth, the King has always 
insisted that he is the leader of all 
Jordanians and all political and 
social factions and groupings. He 
always realised that a balance bad 
to be maintained among all the 
political and social powers and 
that inflating the role of the army 
would be wrought with danger. 

Fifth, he made it a doctrine not 
to rely in pursuing bis domestic 
policies exclusively on certain 
powers in the country, fully rec- 
ognising -the danger inherent in 


“(King Hussein’s) traits and capabilities are 
befitting of a leader who symbolises the spirit and 
aspirations of his nation, a leader who has guided 
his country through hard and diffi cult times...” 


sein to remain at the helm, build- 
ing a modern state of values and 
institutions. He alone is responsi- 
ble for the decision that took 
Jordan into the modern democra- 
tic world. He often took initia- 
tives that at the time alienated 
politicians, and his ideas and 
moves were often dismissed as 
unnecessary. But his actions 
proved more often than not con- 
sistent with the needs and aspira- 
tions of society, and they worked 
to the benefit of the people. 

Third, the King, with his re- 
fined political and human sense, 
has invariably presented a work- 
able mechanism for effective 
change in Jordan, especially in 
the absence of institutions that 
would normally shoulder such 
task. But even after those institu- 
tions were formed and empo- 


relying on partisans only. He 
always addressed all political and 
soda) powers in society at the 
right time. Hence, bis appoint- 
ments of able prime ministers, 
like Wasfi A1 Tel, Mudar Badran, 
Abdul Hamid Sharaf and Ahmad 
Obeidat, among others, proved 
the right choices for the oountry 
during different times. His intro- 
duction of democracy and plural- 
ism into Jordan in 1989 also 
proved the right course to take. 

Sixth, King Hussein has always 
assumed the role of a father, the 
head of the one big Jordanian 
family. He always employed 
reason, patience and wisdom, in- 
stead of cruelty and oppression, 
thus saving the country the vi- 
cious circles of revenge and poli- 
tical violence, trends that are 
uncharacteristic of the Jordanian 


society anyway. 

Seventh, the Monarch’s under- 
standing of the nature of interna- 
tional politics and its trappings 
has consistently been accurate 
and deep. The King has had to 
deal with eight U.S. presidents, 
10 British prime ministers and 
another large number of Western 
and Third World leaders. He 
enjoys the friendship and respect 
of many world leaders with whom 
he is in constant contact. King 
Hussein is also open to world 
cultures and has a sophisticated 
understanding of international re- ■ 
lations and the role of the media 
and communications in shaping 
the international order. 

The King has always refused to 
isolate himself or Jordan from the 
rest of the world and he is the 
perfect example of tolerance. He 
has always advocated interaction 
among cultures and constantly 
warned against conflict among 
different civilisations. He is a firm 
believer in tbe originality and 
authenticity of the Arab/Muslim 
culture ana its ultimate ability to 
meet the present challenges. 

All these traits and capabilities 
are befitting of a leader who 
symbolises die spirit and aspira- 
tions of his nation, a leader who 
has guided his country through 
hard and difficult times, in a 
world in which tbe weak and the 
short-sighted have no place. 

History has proven that it does 
not have respect or good fortune 
for opportunists and mere survi- 
valists. History reserves place for 
those who lead their peoples to- 
wards progress and stability. King 
Hussein Ben Tala! cannot simply 
be a master of survival. He is a 
real leader and a hero of the 
nation. 


Taber Hiltmai is a prominent 
lawyer who served as a member of 
cabinet in former Jordanian gov- 
ernments. 


The first 40 years: 

An appreciation of 
a struggle that has to continue 


By Dr. Maan Abu Nowar 


TOO YOUNG, extremely 
keen, bereft of any experi- 
ence in government or com- 
mand. His Majesty King 
Hussein on May 2, 1953, 
when he promised the Na- 
tion in Parliament to re- 
spect and uphold the Con- 
. stitution and be loyal to the 
Nation." 

To appreciate what the 
young King faced on that 
historic day, one must think 
of the men he had to deal 
with and all the problems he 
had to tackle in order to 
achieve his dream of a mod- 
em and viable Kingdom, by 
the people and for the peo- 
ple of Jordan, and to serve 
the Arab Nation. 

The men he had to deal 
with in the cabinet were old 
enough to be his grand- 
fathers. The majority in 
Parliament were more than 
three times his age; they 
were the products of Otto- 
man rule and way of life. 
His army was commanded 
by foreign senior officers 
and junior Jordanian offic- 
ers, thirty or forty of whom 
had a tawjihi education, 

■ and the rest far below that 
standard; and a nation with 

■ a very small minority of 
university graduates, a 

, minority of tawjihi gradu- 
ates and a majority of semi- 
illiterates and illiterates. 

: The vast majority of women 
were denied their basic 
•.rights and enjoyed only a 
marginal -role in society. 
Women had no political 
: rights whatsoever, and the 
vast majority were illiter- 
; ate. 

The problems were huge 
and many: financial, econo- 
mic, political and strategic. 

• With a meagre budget, 
mainly buttressed by a Brit- 
ish gram-in-aid. progress 
was extremely limited. The 

: economy was weak, un- 
; organised, and out-of-date. 

• Politics stood still in the era 
< of the sheikhs and notables, 

• mixed with party politics of 

• a very limited membership 
jand experience; and a 
I strategy bereft of resources, 
: direction and dear aims. 

• In international relations. 







Young Emir Hussein (right) stands next to his grandfather, 
the late King Abdullah and the Late Prince Nayef (left) 


the King inherited all the 
suspidons directed against 
Jordan because of the 
Anglo-Jordanian Treaty, 
Glubb Pasha and the pre- 
sence of British officers in 
the army. Egypt was still 
suffering the turmoil of the 
.1952 revolution, with a hew 
dictatorship in the making. 
Syria was on the verge of 
yet another revolution. 
Lebanon was a nest for the 
spies of the Cold War and 
an arena for covert jousts 
between the various and 
conflicting Arab as well as 
foreign interests. Saudi 
Arabia supported Egypt 
and Syria against Jordan 
and had. no vision for the 
future. Although Iraq was 
Hashemite and anti- 
communist, it did not help 
Jordan and may have been 
indifferent to its future. 

The Gulf sheikhdoms- 
were indirectly ruled by 
Whitehall with little com- 
petition from Washington. 


The rest of the Arab World 
was in turmoil. 

The closest to the Jorda- 
nians were the Palestinians 
in one unitry state, but they 
were suffering from the 
emotional, political, econo- 
mic and moral impact of the 
catastrophe of the 1948 war. 
Jordan shouldered the bur- 
den of defending a front 
which exceeds 650 
kilometres in length against 
Israeli continued nightraids 
on the frontier villages of 
the West Bank, as well as 
having to watch borders 
with unfriendly brothers. 
The lack of weapons, 
ammunitions, and troops, 
as well as the outdated 
organisation and concept of 
defence which existed at the 
time, was more than any 
man could handle under the 
threats of war which bung, 
over the region for many 
•years/ 

The sufffering inflicted 
on both Jordanians and 


Palestinians, because of the 
mass Palestinian refugee 
problems in three wars la- 
ter, was immeasurable. 
With meagre help from 
Arab and foreign sources, 
the Jordanians made all the 
sacrifices needed to make 
their Palestinian brothers 
welcome in their homes and 
camps until arrangements 
were made for some con- 
fort, but there was complete 
safety and security. Thus 
the population of Jordan 
was doubled in one decade; 
and sadness, poverty, and 
lack of infrastructure were 
shared equally with great 
sense of duty. 

If it is true that nations 
achieve their aims only 
under a strong, dedicated 
and courageous leadership. 
King Hussein provided 
that kind of leadership to. 
his people and his Hashe- 
mite Kingdom. He led from 
the front and showed a 
good example of what 
needed to be done and how 
it should be done. From the 
fringes of nowhere, he led 
Jordan to safety, security 
and to an accepted role in 
regional and world affairs. 
No matter what the chal- 
lenges ahead, he faced them 
with persistence and 
perseverance, with wisdom 
and prudence and with the 
courage of humanity, in- 
deed polity. 

To understand the qual- 
ities and values of King 
Hussein’s leadership thus 
far, one has to examine his 
achievements for Jordan, 
by comparing what we are 
now with what we were in 
1953, and indeed for some 
of his Arab brothers in the 
way of support, service and 
example which he provided 
during his first 40 years. 

Let us us pray that the 
next 40 years will see him 
and us with the humanity, 
decency and peace for 
which he struggled with all 
his heart and mind. 

The writer is a historian and 
scholar who for many years 
served Jordan as army offic- 
er, police commander and 
cabinet member. 
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Jordan’s economic ‘miracle’ 


Many changes have 
taken place in Jordan 
since His Majesty King 
Hussein assumed his 
constitutional powers 
in 1953. In this article,' 
Fahed Fanek describes 
in figures the economic 
transformation that the 
country has witnessed 
over the past 40 years. 


A COMPARISON between Jor- 
dan of 40 years ago and Jordan of 
today suggests that the figures 
may not actually refer to the same 
country and such huge changes 
might have not taken place over 
not one or two but many genera- 
tions. 

Nevertheless an economjc 
miracle has been in tbe making in 
this country. Figures documented 
by the Department of Statistics 
tell the whole story. 

In 19S2, the population of the 
East Bank of Jordan was 587,193. 
Since then, the figure has in- 
creased seven fold, to exceed four 
million, an annual growth rate of 
4.9 per cent, one of the highest in 
the world. 

The number of school teachers 
was 379. There were 29,981 stu- 
dents. The number of students in 
classrooms today is 50 times that 
figure. This is an annual growth 
rate of 10.3 per cent. 

In 1952 the number of medical 
doctors in the country, working 
for both the private and public 
sectors, reached 80; of which 40 
were in Amman, 15 in Irbid, 6 in- 
Salt, 5 in Karak, 3 in Ajloun, and 
one in each Tafileh, Ma’an and 
Aqaba. Other medical profes- 
sionals were 17 dentists, 49 
pharmacists and 77 nurses. Today 
Jordan has some 10,000 doctors 
practising in all fields of medi- 
cine, as well as many more 
thousands of dentists, pharma- 
cists, nurses and medical techni- 
cians. 

As far as foreign trade was 
concerned, imports stood at JD 
14.2 million,. while exports were 
only JD 1.28 million. The value 
of re-exports amounted to a quar- 
ter of a million. Thus, the trade 
deficit was JD 12.7 million. Since 
then imports rose 140 times (in- 
cluding changes in prices), a 
nominal growth rate of 13 per 
cent a year. Exports rose 690 
times, a growth rate of 17.8 per 
cent a year. 

Looking at the balance of pay- 
ments for the year 1952, we find 
that the total receipts of the 
country in foreign exchange 
readied Sterling pounds 10.2 mil- 
lion, induding pounds 3.36 mil- 
lion being the British subsidy to 
the Array’s budget. 

The total currency in circula- 
tion 40 years ago was no more 
I than JD 8.76 million, which in- 
| creased 118 fold to reach JD 
1 ,040 million at the present time, 
an annual growth rate of 12.7 per 
cent. 

In the meanwhile, total assets 



The number of asphalt roads in Jordan rose from 1400 in tbe 1950s to about 14,000 in 1993 
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Thus leaving a surplus of JD 1.45 
million, which was added to the 
treasury reserves. The present 
day’s budget is 72 times bigger, 
an annual growth rate of 11.3per 
cent. 
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By Dr. Jamal Shaer 

f 

AS JORDAN celebrates the 40th 
anniversary of His Majesty King 
* assumption of Ids con- 1 
Powct. so will it reflect- 
on four difficult decades that 
started with political turmoil and 
many uncertainties but culmin- 
ated in solid steps towards demo- 
cratisatioD. 

In 1993 Jordan - soaring for 1 
its second parliamentary elections 
m four years with political parties 
not only allowed to compete for a; 
share of the political cake but also: 
publicly committed to a set of 
principles on which both they and. 
the monarchy are agreed. 

That on its own stands as a 
strong sign of a healthy process of 
^political maturity. But the magni- 
tude of its significance ntn be 
hilly appreciated only when Jor- 
dan’s political life in the nineties 
is compared to the early begin- 
nings in the fifties when the then 
18-year-old King Hussein took* 
the helm of a country still far* 
from identified with a political 
character and challenged by un- 
certainties that had swept the 
•whole of the Arab east. 

But even though Jordan has 
developed its unique and indi- 
vidual political character that dis- 
tinguishes it from its neighbour- 
ing countries, it has always been, 
influenced by the events and atti- 
tudes that emerge in other parts - 
of the Arab World. This is as true- 
today as it was in the early days of' 
the King’s reign. 

When King Hussein returned 
4 from the Royal Military 
Academy, Sandhurst, Englan d, 
to assume his constitutional 
duties as King of Jordan, he had 
to steer his young state through 
the often violent and deep 
changes that were creating new 
realities all over the region. 

In Jordan, a new institution! 
was just starting to face a paradox 
since its rectification foDowing 
the union between Jordan and 
part of Palestine. On the one 
hand, the new alliance was td 
reflect the advanced political life 
and organisation of experienced] 
Palestinians and Trans-Jorda- 
nians leading a process of politic- 
al enlightenment 

But on the other, the new. 
union was to overcome the -obsta- 
cle created by a traditional move-, 
ment which was led by then- 
Prime Minister Tawfiq Abo A1 
Huda and retied on the support of 
Glubb Pasha, the British diief of 
staff who mobilised many tribes 
and the army to forge the elec- 
tions of 1951. 

The elections, however, 
brought to Parliament progres- 
sive and liberal personalities as 
well as Arab nationalists and 
members of a broad alliance led 
by Hazza’ A1 Majali who had 
formed a strong parliamentary 


From turmoil, uncertainty 
to democracy, stability 



King Hussein addresses a joint session of the Lower and Upper Houses of Parliament 


opposition. 

A dow change in the masses 7 
political preference that de- 
veloped after the Arab defeat in 
the 1948 war and the support that 
the late Egyptian President Jamal ' 
Abdul Nasser was enjoying as the 
pan-Arab leader across the Arab 
World eventually weakened the 
^base of the traditionalists and 
"friends of the West and streng- 
thened the leftist nationalists led 
by Suleiman AJ Nabulsi, the Free 
Officers . nent and other 
radicals tike ' Baathists and the 
Communists. 

Understanding the changes, 
King Hussein fired Glubb Pasha 
and the government held new 
parliamentary elections. The 
national Socialist Party, led by 
Mr. Nabolsi, won more than half 
of the seats and King Hussein 
asked Mr. Nabulsi to form a new 
government even though he him- 
self did not win a seat in Parlia- 
ment. 

A period of instability and 
straggle for power followed and 
was fuelled by the immaturity of 
political parties, foreign rapport 
for the opposition, frustration,, 
over the defeats in Palestine and 
the political ambitions of the 
military. 

•The people grew more frus- 
trated with the political chaos 
created by the government and 
the turmoil in the military con- 
tinued to grow. 

Adding to the instability of the 
country were regional events be- 
tween 1957 and 1967, such as the 
Nasser coup irt Egypt, the Egyp- 
tian-Syrian union, the animosity 
between the United Arab Repub- 
lic and Iraq and, finally, the 
.breakdown of the union between 
Damascus mid Cairo. 

These events prompted the 
King, especially after the 1959 
attempted coup, to adopt a new 
approach and be asked the late 
Wasfi A1 Td to form a new 
government in 1962. 

Mr. Tel initiated a process of 
-reform bat he was opposed by the 
regime in Egypt after the repiubti- 
'can coup m Yemen against a 
regime that was supported by 


Jordan, Britain and Saudi Ara- 
bia. A Baathist coup in Iraq in 
1963 and a similar one m Syria led 
to the formation of a new Jorda- 
nian government that su ported 
Nasser against Syria and Iraq. 

Mr. Tel started another process 
of reform when he formed a new 
government in 1965 and was able 
to pass a law of amnesty pardon- 
ing political prisoners and lifting a 
house arrest that had been en- 
forced against Mr. Nabulsi. 

Political parties, however, in-* 
sisted on challenging the monar- 
chy and continued the fight 
among themselves and thus a less 
tolerant government was formed. 
Elections were also held in 1967 
but they were boycotted. 

At the time, the Arab scene 
was marred by hectic upheavals 
which led ot the catastrophe of 
1967. 

After the June war of that year, 
the state announced martial laws 
but its power continued to 
weaken. Political parties started 
looking for new ways of function- 
ing and a meeting to form ai 
national union front .was 
announced by Mr. Nabulsi. This 
effort was this time supported by 
the King himself. 

But this process came to a hah, 
however, after the emergence of- 
Palestinian armed movements 
that took over the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) in 
1969 as political parties, many 
directed and supported by out- 
side powers, were only too willing 
to concede to the new move- 
ments. 

By September 1970, the scene 
was ready for confrontation be- 
tween Jordan and the armed fac- 
tions of the PLO. The fighting 
eventually led to the end of the 
presence of armed PLO factions 
in Jordan. 

Prime Minister Tel then 
formed a new government to deal 
with the situation but his assas- 
sination in Egypt in 1972 coupled 
with the death of Nasser and the 
decision of the Rabat Arab Sum- 
mit late in 1970 on the repre- 


sentation of Palestinians necessi- 
tated new policies and Parliament, 
was suspended. 

These events, in addition to the 
1973 October war, planted the 
seeds for new thinking in the 
Arab World but mainly in Jor- 
dan. It was based on the assump- 
tion that the failure of the 
nationalist programme of the for- 
ties had led to the loss of Pales- 
tine and to political oppression 
and abuse of power in the Arab 
World. 

The new Jordanian political 
outlook, in the absence of Parlia- 
ment, also ted to the establish- 
ment of the Consultative Council 
and the formation of a new gov- 
ernment headed by the late Sharif 
Abdul Hamid Sharaf in 1978. 

Sharif Sharaf died in 1980 and 
many major events took place on 
the local and regional scenes: 
Iraqi-Syrian relations deterio- 
rated, the Iran- Iraq war began 
and ties were severed with the 
West Bank. The economic situa- 
tion in Jordan also worsened with 
the drop in the value of the dinar 
and the increase of foreign debts. 
Frustration was so wides spread 
that it didn't come as a shock that 
some riots would start some- 
where in Jordan. 

It was only few hours after the 
eruption of the Maan riots for 
economic reform in 1989 that the 
whole of the country was urging 

dcmocratisanon 

Yet again, the King was quick 
to realise the need for change and 
soon put the country on the right 
track. He called new parliamen- 
tary elections and urged national 
reconciliation under his guidance. 

The political stability and free- 
dom that Jordan enjoys today are 
the fruit of that farsightedness. 
And when 17 political parties^ 
compete for parliamentary seats* 
in the next elections, expected to 
be held later this year, they will 
be shaping the face of the next 
stage of Jordan’s democratisa- 
tion, consolidating the beginning 
of a process that was started in 
earnest 


Dr. Jamal Shaer is a veteran' Jordanian politician 
and a former member of Cabinet 


Minorities: harmony in diversity 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

IN THE EARLY days of the 
Kingdom when Jordan was 
what anthropologists describe 
as “a face-to-face community’' 
characterised by personalutic 
relations rather than broad- 
based participation, minorities 
played their role in the build- 
ing of the nation as full citizens 
with complete civic and reli- 
gious rights. 

Many decades and 
tremendous, social, economic 
and political changes later, the 
country's ethnic and religious 
minorities still feel no discri- 
mination, and, to a great ex- 
tent, receive the same treat- 
ment and enjoy the same rights 
that members of the main- 
stream Sunni/Muslhn/ Arabs 
majority enjoy, members of 
minorities and experts say. 

When the late King Abdul- 
lah Ben Al Hussein crossed the 
Hijaz desert into Jordan and 
later in 1921 formed the Emi- 
rate of Transjordan, his legi- 
timacy derived from the princi- 
ples of the Great Arab Revolt, 
which sought a united Arab 
Nation, and his Hashemite 
heritage which rendered him 
an acceptable leader to all 
Muslims. 

Hence, the late King was 
accepted by non-Muslim Arabs 
and non-Arab Muslims who 
rallied behind him. As be be- 
gan the process of building 
Jordan as a nation-state, King 
Abdullah relied on all able 
members of society regardless 
of their ethnic and religious 
backgrounds. 

At that time, loyalty to the 
monarch and what he stood for 
was the determining factor in 
the integration of groups and 
individuals into society as well 
as government. 

The first prime minister of 
King Abdullah was a member 
of Draze minority, Rashid 
Tali: the small Circassian com- 
munity that lived in Amman 
contributed many cabinet 
members and politicians and 
the Christian Jordanians play- 
ed a major role in the country’s 
political life, providing minis- 
ters, senior officials and army 
officers. 

When His Majesty King 
Hussein took the befrn of the 
young Kingdom in 1952, he not 
only maintained but also 
strengthened the regime's non- 
disci iminatory policies towards 
minorities, according them 
protection and .guaranteeing 
their lights. 

“The monarch has always 
been sensitive to and aware of 
the existence of minorities in 
society and made many state- 
ments asserting that they are 
part of it,’’ says Seteney Sha- 
mi, professor of anthropology 
at Yarmouk University. 

And as Jordan progressed 
from a small community where 



King Hussein lfcfrwi to a speech by his first prime minister, Rashid ‘Tali’, after being 
sworn in as King 


individual’s concerns were 
addressed through their tradi- 
tional leaderships' links with 
the monarchy to a more soph- 
isticated state with developed 
political institutions, the rights 
of minorities were guaranteed 
through laws which granted 
them full representation in 
government institutions and 
the various arms of the state. 

Both Dr. Shami and political 
analyst Rami Khouri point to 
the “quota” system in Parlia- 
ment which preserves seats for 
the country’s Christian minor- 
ity and other ethnic groups. 

This quota system, says Mr. 
Khouri, clearly reflects the 
country’s conscious acceptance 
of minorities and recognition 
of their rights. 

But while the quota system 
guaranteed minorities' repre- 
sentation in Parliament, “it 
locked people into their identi- 
ty,! 7 says Dr. Shami. 

This extra-legal system of 
quotas, which also applies to 
government posts, frustrated 
some members of society who 
saw their chances of advancing 
in government determined by 
their origin ratber than by their 
performance, some analysts 
say 

“If one member of a social 
group is represented in one 
cabinet,'' says one social scien- 
tist, “other members of the 
group see no hope in advanc- 


ing because their group's quota 
is filled.” . 

This system, however, is an 
inevitable outcome of the de- 
mographic composition and 
political realities of society. 
The King had to strike a ba- 
lance among all sectors of the 
community, those analysts 
point out. They also say that 
the unwritten law of quotas in 
government positions applies 
to minorities as well as to 
different groups within the 
Sunni/Muslim/Arab majority 
in society. 

These factors, the analysts 
.add, account for the increased 
immigration among certain 
minorities who leave the coun- 
try not to escape social or 
political discrimination but in 
pursuit of better materialistic 
rewards which they think are 
hard to obtain within the 
Jordanian system. 

Some social scientists also 
cite fear of emergence of radic- 
al Islam in the region as a root 
of a growing sense of insecurity 
among the Christian minority 
in Jordan. 

This feeling, however, is 
part of regional developments 
that will and have always 
affected Jordan regardless of 
the domestic policies it adopts. 

“There is a growing fear of 
Islamic radi cassation, a fear 
of* something crazy in the , 
future,” that is affecting all 


religious minorities m the re- 
gion, one observer says. At 
this point, he says, religious 
rather than ethnic identity is 
the important factor. To allay 
this fear, more attention to the 
quality of people's political 
rights should be paid, he says. 

Mr. Khouri says government 
should strengthen the struc- 
tures of rivic society and poli- 
tical rights so that people's 
rights can be guaranteed. 

What Mr. Khouri calls Jor- 
dan’s “humane policies** to- 
wards minorities, however, 
allowed them to integrate into 
society while at the same time 
maintain their separate cultu- 
ral and religious identities. On 
the cultural level, one analyst 
says, minorities have had the 
total freedom of maintaining 
their culture and this is evi- 
denced by the existence of 
ethnic and religious schools 
and institutions that promote 
the identities and heritage of 
minorities. 

While these groups have 
been integrated into society as 
Jordanians, their identities did 
not corrode, the analysts say. 

“People always cany with 
them multiple identities," said 
Dr. Shami. “A sensitive and 
hum ane Jordanian policy to- 
wards minorities gave them the 
freedom to cany qp their iden- 
tities and at the same time be 
part of the one l ar ger society.” 
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Jordanian- Palestinian relations back on track 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

DRAMATIC CHANGES 
in the international scene, 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess and the democratisa- 
tion of Jordan have worked 
together to bring Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations back 
on a solid track after years 
of mutual suspicions, mis- 
trust and even military 
clashes. 

To say Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations have 
seen ups and downs is an 
understatement- Eventual- 
ly, however, they have, 
withstood the test of time, 
as both Jordanians and 
Palestinians are now poised 
to strike the best deal be- 
tween any two Arab peo- 
ples. 

Most analysts and obser- 
vers are unanimous that the 
only viable option for the 
peoples of the two banks of 
the River Jordan is a con- 
federation, but that has to- 
come after the various 
dimensions of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict are addres- 
sed and definitely not as a 
solution imposed by exter- 
nal forces. 

His Majesty King Husr 
sein has repeatedly affirmed 
that it was premature to 
discuss the issue until the. 
conflict with Israel is re- 
solved. Al one point, after 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess was launched in Mad- 
rid in October 1991, the 
King indirectly admonished 
Palestinian leaders who 
sought to bring the subject 
to the surface and discuss it 
before reaching a settle- 
ment with the Israelis. 

In fact. King Hussein’s 
decision to renounce all ter- 


ritorial claims to the West 
B ank in July 1988 and the 
liberalisation process laun- 
ched in the East Bank one 
year later have worked 
together not only towards 
smoothing Jordanian- - 
Palestinian relations but 
also bringing about a fun- 
damental change in the no- 
tion that the Palestinians 
were not looking to Jordan 
for political leadership. 

“Some of the younger 
generation in the occupied 
territories may resist the 
idea of a Jordanian political 
leadership, but what they 
do not realise is that there is 
no dear separation between 
Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians," says Moh ammad 
MUhem, a former mayor of 
Halhoul who was expelled 
by the Israeli authorities in 

“It- is only a matter of 
time before they realise that 
there cannot be any such 
separation," he says. 
“There is no political or 
economic future for the 
Palestinians without Jordan 
and the Jordanian content 
in Palestinian life and the 
Palestinian content in 
Jordanian life are so strong 
that it is impossible to draw 
any fine between them." 

“King Hussein always 
talks about the one Jorda- 
nian family, and I am one of 
those who understands it to 
mean both Jordanians' and 
Palestinians and the need to 
preserve and nurture the 
links between them at all 
levels," Mr. MUhem says. . 

The deported mayor, 
who maintains dose con-* 
tacts with people and de- 
velopments in the occupied 
territories, shares the 
observation of other 



Taher Al Masri 

analysts that there is a 
admiration for the' 


growing ac 
democrats 


locratisation process in 
Jordan among the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“Jordan represents the 
only true democracy in the 
Arab World despite its rela- 
tive infancy and the levels it 
has to reach," he says. 
“This is understood and 
admired by the Palestinians 
■who have seen the experi- 
ences of the so-called demo- 
cracies elsewhere in the 
Arab World,”. 

According to Dr. Musta- 
fa Hamarneh, Director of 
the Strategic Studies Centre 
at Jordan University, Jor- 
dan’s refusal to endorse a 
military option to end the 
Gulf crisis marked the most! 
significant turning point in 
Palestinian political percep- 
tions of the Kingdom. 

“It signalled a total! 
change in the Palestinian 
view,” Dr. Hamarneh says. 
“Serious questions were, 
raised over earlier percep- 


Mohammad MUbem 

tions of Jordan, and the 
Joidanian-Palestinian rela- 
tionship underwent a posi- 
tive change.” 

Dr. Hamarneh believes 
that the so-called 
Jordan ian-Palestinian rift, 
particularly after the armed 
civil conflict in the Kingdom 
in 1970, owed its beginnings 
“not to ethnic origins or 
place of birth but to politics 
and Jordan's priorities as an 
independent entity and its 
needs on the regional and 

international levels.” 

• _ 1 ■ 

As such, Jordan’s rejec- 
tion of the war against Iraq, 
which linked its occupation 
of Kuwait with Israel’s 
occupation of Arab territor- 
ies, was highly appreciated 
by the Palestinians, who. 
saw the Jordanian street 
hosting pro-Iraqi demon- 
strations in the first display 
of sentiments which did not 
foil in line with the thinking 
of the oU-rich Gulf states, 
notes Dr. Hamarneh. 

It brought about a fun- 


Nayef Hawatmeh 

damental shift in Palesti- 
nian thinkin g., which had 
seen Jordan's opposition to 
a military solution to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and its 
efforts for a negotiated set- 
tlement with the Jewish 
state as aimed at regaining 
territorial control of the 
West Bank. This line of 
thinking overlooked the 
fact that the Kingdom’s 
approach to the conflict and 
its policies were very much 
consistent with the political 
course of moderation and 
dialogue that it has prac- 
tised for many decades, Dr. 
Hamar neh maintain ed. 

The Kingdom’s historic 
decision in July 1988 to sev- 
er all administrative and 
legal links with the. West 
Bank, which it controlled 
until Israel seized It in the 
1967 war, cleared the way 
for the Palestinians .to 
assume control of their poli- 
tical options. 

Since then, Jordan has 
consistently affirmed that it 


Mustafa H amar neh 

would not speak for or act 
on behalf of the Palestinian 
people and that it would 
support whatever decisions 
the Palestinians adopt in 
determining their political 
future. 

But what fits in most with 
the political outlook of the 
Palestinians is the fact that 
•they are seeing for them- 
selves the evolution of a 
dynamic democracy in Jor- 
dan, holding out the prom- 
ise of equal opportunity for 
every citizen regardless of 
origin or place of birth — 
something that is nearby 
unheard of anywhere else in 
the Arab World, according 
to various analysts. 

Nayef Hawatmeh, head 
of the Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP), shares the view 
that events within Jordan 
and on the regional scene in 
the past four years have 
done away with most of the 
mutual distrust and suspi- 
cions between Jordanians 


and Palestinians. 

“It could easily be said 
that the Jordanian- 
Palestinian political rela- 
tionship has reached very 
strong grounds," he says. 
“Both sides respect each 
other's views and priorities 
and understand that their 
objectives and aspirations 
are common." 

Mr. Hawatmeh, who 
opposes the Arab-Israeli 
peace talks under their pre- 
sent conditions “which do 
not favour the Palesti- 
nians," is nonetheless, 
appreciative of Jordan’s 
approach to the process. 

“Jordan has taken an 
honourable position, leav- 
ing it up to the Palestinians 
to decide for themselves 
what they want,” he points 
out. 

Mr. Hawatmeh, bora in 
the East Bank town of Salt, 
also notes that the Palestine 
National Council' (PNC), 
the Palestinian parliament- 
in-exile, has repeatedly 
reaffirmed its decision that, 
“in view of the historic rela- 
tions between the peoples 
of the two banks of the 
river, there will be con- 
federal relations between 
them after the basic conflict 
with Israel has been re- 
solved." 

According to Mr. Hawat- 
meh, Jordan's pointed ab- 
stention from applying, 
pressure on the Palestinians 
to return to the ninth round 
of bilateral talks and indica- 
tions that the Kingdom 
would not have gone on its 
own to the negotiating table 
without the Palestinians are 
the best evidence of the 
Kingdom’s hands-off policy 
vis-a-vis Palestinian 
decision-making. 


The argument of some 
Jordanians that the King- 
dom would be better off 
without partnership with 
the Palestinians is belied by 
the fact that the Palestinian 
cause figures high in the 
publicly acknowledged 
priorities of every Jorda- 
nian political party formed 
since September last year. 

“It dearly signifies the 
awareness of Jordanian 
politicians that they would 
be outcasts in mainstream 
political life if they do not 
take into consideration the 
Palestinian component of 
Jordan,” notes Dr. Radwan 
Abdullah, head of ths poli- 
tical science department of 
Jordan University. 

“It is not humanly possi- 
ble to extricate the links 
between the two peoples," 
he says. “Both sides have to 
take into consideration the 
overall nature of their links 
before moving in any direc- 
tion.” 

Taher Al Masri, a 
Palestinian-born member of 
Parliament and former 
prime minister, believes 
that Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians have reached “a solid 
level of cooperation and 
coordination" capable of in- 
teracting with the require- 
ments of “the changes in 
the world around us!’’ 

While Jordan’s disen- 
gagement from the West 
Bank and its democratisa- 
tion process were also two 
major events in the shaping 
of Jordanian-Paiestinian re- 
lations, ‘'common needs 
and objectives” also played 
a key role in shifting the 
relationship to better 
grounds based on clearer 
understanding of each 
other, Mr. Masri observes. 
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King Abdallah Ben A! Hussein (1882-1951) 


Sharif Hussein Ben Ah (1853-1931) 


King Hussein Ben Taial 


King Talal Ben Abdallah (1909-1972) 


The scion of Bani Hashem 
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By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 


TODAY MARKS a milestone in 
the history of Jordan as the date 
commemorates the 40th 
anniversary of His Majesty King 
Hussein's assumption of his con- 
stitutional powers. 

Bom in Amman in 1935, Emir 
Hussein was brought up under 
the care of the late King Abdul- 
lah Ibn Al Hussein, the King’s 
grandfather and founder of the 
Kingdom, and his parents, the 
late King Talal and Queen Zein 
the Queen Mother. 

The eldest of three brothers 
and a sister. King Hussein ac- 
quired elementary and basic 
education in Jordan before mov- 
ing to Alexandria, Egypt, and 
later to Harrow School and the 
Royal Military Academy, San- 


in and the late King Faisal of Iraq visit the 
Mat Factories Company in August 1953 
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Fostering 

a civic 
society 


“iji By Jennifer 1 

INTELLECTUALS ARE look- b 

igjhwards and analysing the last 1 

O'fjears of Jordan’s develop- s 

wbt. While many acknowledge 1 

tfer Jordan and its leadership 
aye -made tremendous achieve- f 
refits in those four decades, they 1 
grtie that more needs to be 5 
oiSe, and efforts in particular c 
r^Sis should be reexamined and r 
ejected. 

Self-criticism is healthy, they [ 

oncede, particularly when used > 

3>Jstarch for a better way of i 

nptoving the country. 1 

'During 1977, just past the half- 1 

ftyC'mark of the 40 years of j 

ja mmi ng his constitutional pow- 1 

Majesty King Hussein * 

afl&d of the civic duty of Jot- '• 

citizens. He said: l 

taxations do not grow and de-. 1 

At jp by constructing buildings, < 
importing equipment, or increas- 
i|sthe number of graduates. i 

hey can only develop when they i 

■ring up responsible citizens who < 

rao always ready to serve out of j 

□Hviction from within. Society i 

progress only if it creates i 

ittfcens who believe in their duty i 

ifchare ready for public service, 
\iare of their responsibilities, 
[j^Ciplined and productive. Jor- 
Idzr requires the spirit of work, 
aCrifice, solidarity and the readi- 
t&s&to take and carry out respon- 
iWfity.” 

poking back over the last 40 
- JaSs and arriving at 1993, can it 
•£§aid that the Jordanian society 
l&followed the natural course of 

* cnSSl change that corresponds to 

* sinological, political and eco- 
(Otttic changes? Has the Kmg- 
loiiifs growth borne out the chnc- 
uiftacd citizen that is desired? 

have failed to make the 
riefiiidual citizen aware of his 
Jetttity as part of a whole — the 
ndividual who was socially inte- 
rated as part of a family which 
rasepart of a society,” claims Ali 
laihal, author, specialist and 
onsultant on neurology and 
'eyduatxy at Jordan University 
lOBpital. 

dtifhal individual, instead of en- 
iching the stance is materialistic, 

. /ft£ r no thought of civic responsi- 
. dKj ” be said. Dr. Kamal main- 
. ’ Sgte that “this is the product of 
he introduction of the element of 
D^eriahsm into the minds, feel- 

• ng&iand ways of living people.” 

. ■ Taking the issue of materialism 

• . s§ep further, Qublan A1 Majaii, 

; vofessor of sociology at Mutab 

• Jijtyeraty, asserts that, with re- 
! pact to the “material culture” 

; hat- has developed in Jordan, 

; ‘our society has done very well.” 

; explains that change in mate- 
’ ’ iaJistatus is a much easier transi- 
_. ion, than change in social culture. 

* ‘Society failed in social culture 
; jecause of “traditions, religions, 

* hpughts, and habits,” Dr. Majaii 

• naintains. 

‘ Many sociologists concur that, 

‘ a Jordan, there is an obvious lag 

• between economic and technolo- 
' '\jcat changes and sodad change, 

. ind that more education, adv- 
**. uiced technology, and improved 

.;xonomic standards have not 

• >rought people into more mod- 
nmised social ways of life or 

’•! : hmking. 

The swiftness with which these 
;. *anges came about are partly to 
“1-jlame, says Musa Ishterwi, assis- 
ant professor of sociology at the 

• Jmversityof Jordan. He explains 
. bat the Jordanian society moved 

' -‘'rova a tribal, primarily agrarian 
ocifcty, up to the mid-century, to 
i “fbrced industrial society with- 
jut-an industrial revolution.” 

■♦T 

= jrf* four decades ago 

i i£our decades ago, Jordan was 
j ^‘consuming, non-productive 
; xjuntiy,” says Dr. Kamal. “Jor- 
fianrhad an almost non-existent 
! n&astructure in all the fields 
recessary to make up a viable 
| imiitry” 

j --sift the summer of 1952, Dr. 
• Carnal was en route to the West 
i $mk from Baghdad, where he 


Hamameh 

had taken up residence after tire 
1948 Arab-Israeli war. He de- 
scribes his transit to the Jordan 
Times as if it were yesterday: 

“My first impression of til at 
first visit to Jordan was passing 
through Zaxka,.(then) a town of 
scattered houses, with no sense of 
order or beauty on cither side of a 
narrow road leading to Amman. 

“I settled in Amman for a few 
hours. If I can describe my recol- 
lection of the town at the time, I 
would say that it had one street 
running through downtown, 
which extended from the old 
approaches of the town at the old 
Hijaz railway station to the 
Second Circle. It was summer, 
and there was nothing to entice 
yon to stay longer in Amman 
beyond filling an empty sto- 
mach.” 

Although Dr. Kamal admits 
that he .cannot say much about 
the social life during that time, he 
says it was not particularly diffe-. 
rent from the social life of a 
traditional community, that is, “a 
mixture of a tribal, agricultural 
community, sprinkled with a 
trading or merchant community, 
made up of immigrants mainly 
from Syria and to a lesser extent 
from the West Bank.” 

“If one has to sum up the 
difference between Jordan 40 
years ago and Jordan now, one 
finds it difficult to detect a simi- 
larity between both eras and one 
can safely say, without exaggera- 
tion, that the development of 
Jordan stands in the forefront of 
developing countries in the 
world. 


Today 


Still, although people have im- 
proved their standard of living, 
they have “culturally stagnated,” 
contends Dr.. Ishteiwi. 

According to Dr. Kamal, 
Jordanians have, been the victims 
of changes in material circumst- 
ances which has made them the 
“ardent, obedient servants of 
matter for its own sake or rather 
materialism for ‘my’ own sake, 
leaving a vacuum of the higher 
moral or higher being values that 
are necessary to build up a system 
of culture with distinctive charac- 
teristics that would give identity 
and meaning to society and the 
country as a whole.” 

But in looking at the institu- 
tions established to cater to the 
needs of the people, it is general- 
ly agreed that, in all fields, the 
country has made considerable 
headway. 

The number of students — 
male and female — to date has 
passed the one million mark, 
compared with a few thousand in 
tiie early 1950s, when schools 
were nearly non-existent with the 
exception of a few scattered prim- 
ary schools and two or three 
secondary schools. 

Today, the number of universi- 
ties is 13, in addition to nearly 60 
community and vocational train- 
ing colleges. In the 1950s, Dr. 
Kamal recalls, this country had 
not one single college or universi- 
ty, and education of women was 
negligible. 

Doctors have increased their 
numbers from what Dr. Kamal 
describes as a “handful” in gov- 
ernment or private practice in 
early 1951 to more than 10,000 
qualified physicians practising in 
Jordan, in addition to those 
Jordanians who are practising in 
neighbouring countries and 
abroad. 

And government departments 
have enormously developed from 
“small isolated huts of adminis- 
tration to modem, comprehen- 
sive and sophisticated govern- 
ment departments.” 

But the qualitative aspect of 
these changes is what is being 
examined today. Here, focus in- 
variably turned to the topic of 
education. 


My first 
encounter 
with the 
King 

By Ali Kamal 

IT WAS about this time in 
1953 when I first had the 
opportunity to meet the young 
King of Jordan, who was just 
enthroned in Amman and sub- 
sequently made the journey to 

Baghdad to congratulate his 
cousin, the late King Faisal -II 
on his enthronement as King of 
Iraq. 

I was offered the opportun-. 
i fry of haring a private audience 
I with His Majesty and I happily 
took the offer. 

My recollections of this en- 
counter are still very vivid to- 
day as they were 40 years ago. 

I was faring a young monarch 
who displayed immense kind- 
ness and I quickly felt that I 
was meeting not a king but one 
of die people. 

He was full of vigour and 
enthusiasm about the future of 
his country. He seemed to be 
completely free from any sense 
of vanity and aloofness. He 
expressed his continued readi- 
ness to receive suggestions and 
advice concerning the running 
of his young Kingdom. 

Only a few months ago I had 
the second opportunity of 
meeting His Majesty and that 
was during one of the visits he 
made to my late brother, 
Mohammad Kamal, at King 
Hussein's Medical Centre. 

I reminded His Majesty of 
the first encounter 40 years ago 
which he must have forgotten: 

I felt that he on both occasions, 
bad the same nature and attri- 
butes. 

Ifrere was no change in his 
essential characteristics of 
kindness and humility. He was 
both a King of the people and 
yet one of them at the level of 
everyone and this, I felt, is the 
characteristic that endeared 
him to all who met him from 
whatever age group, level of 
education or social standing. 

In these attributes one finds 
the secret of Ms Majest/s 
imm ense popularity among his 
people, a popularity which is 
rarely equalled by any 
monandi or head of state in 
modern times. This fact is of 
concern to all the citizens of 
this country who have come to 
realise that their King is the 
prime mover of everything, the 
guarantor of their continued 
stability, security and prosper- 
ity and that 40 years of his 
reign is only a short period in 
the history of the country. 

I am sure all his people wish 
him a long, healthy and tran- j 
qnil life. 



Amman: Four d e cades of growth 


Educational system 
Is the key 

Higher education institutions 
were not sufficiently involved in 
peoples lives, says sociologist 
Sabri Rubeihat, a specialist on 
crime and delinquency- They 
were too divorced from society, 
he says. As an example he rites 
the economic recession during 
1988-1989. 

“None of the economists at any 
of the universities came out to tell 
or explain to the people what was 
going on.” Dr. Rubeihat c l a im s 
that only two economists, Fabed 
A1 Fanek and Abdullah Malta, 
reacted to events Airing that 
period, noting that the two are 
not part of the university system. 

Dr. Rubeihat points to his own 
profession saying that the in- 
volvement of sociologists in socie- 
ty never really touched upon so- 
cial change issues in Jordan. 

la a changing society such as 
Jordan’s, the role of educational 
institutions is not to maintain die 
status quo but to develop indi- 
viduals and empower mem to 
adapt to the new changes. 

Educational institutions, main- 
tains Dr. Ishteiwi, have an impor- 
tant role in educating people on 
democratic values. “We have 
been lacking political socialisa- 
tion on what is happening in die 
co un try and we need a dear 
agenda for teaching people 
democratic values,” he mam- 
tains. 

The function of a school is to 


provide students with a proper 
environment to foster their 
growth on the psychological, in- 
tellectual, physical, social and 
spiritual spheres, says Dr. 
Rubeihat. “But schools tended to 
concentrate on die intellectual 
aspects.” 

These are problems Jordanians 
arc aware of and trying to tackle. 
Today there is more emphasis on 
quality in education. People are, 
fairing advantage of the democra- 
tic process. They arc more open , 
vocal and at t em pting to become 
more involved and to involve 
others. . 

Social and developmental 
harmony 

Jordan’s struggle has been 
enormous over the last 40 years. 
With precious little natural re- 
sources, four major Arab-Israeli 
wars, several waves of mass 
migrations and erratic cli m atic 
conditions. King Hussein brought 
this nation to where it is today. 

And he brought democracy to the 
heart of the Middle East without 
an incident of violence. 

But some critics argue that 
introducing swift change to a sori- 
ety can be detrimental to its 
welfare. Dr. Ishteiwi maintains 
that change should be gradual 
and not forced, but adds that, 
without change, some base life 
experiences are hindered. 

If a female wants to attend 
university and pursue her educa- 
tion, he explains, she should have 
the freedom to do what she wants 


and needs to do in pursuit of that 
goal. Bat many women in Jordan 
cannot play the full role of a 
student, which Dr. Ishteiwi main- 
tains, may indude going to lib- 
rary or laboratory and staying 
late, working on weekends, ana 
participating in extracurricular 
activities, because their families 
wiD not permit them. 

“The student wants to get edu- 
cated but cannot in the compre- 
hensive manner that she should,” 
he says. 

Dr. Rubeihat believes that 
what is “really happening in the 
country is a situation where the 
harmony between man and his 
environment is missing.” 

It is perhaps here that civic 
society comes into play. 

The Salt doctrine 

Q vie duty or responsibility is 
paramount to a viable and 
flourishing society. It is the force 
that supplements and enhances 
the wont of governmental institu- 
tions in the fulfillment of their 
services to the public. And where 
these institutions may falter in 
that task, civic organisations can 
serve as the “reinforcements” 
that pick op the pieces, rearrange 
them and attempt to provide toe 
comprehensive service that went 
lacking. 

Civic society entails non-gov- 
ernment controlled organisations 
and activities, as well as non- 
traditkmal, non- tribal and non- 
rctidoos-based thinking in the 
appucatioo of its ideas. The root 


of civic society implies citizen’s 
participation and democracy - The 
goal of a civic organisation is to 
link society with the government 

Such civic activity was in fact 
started in Salt bade in 1981, when 
a group of the city’s “elite” — • 
including the mayor, the gov- 
ernor, businessmen, lawyers, 
doctors, and tribal leaders — 
introduced new social concepts 
tha t would change many old cerc- 
moniai practices that they felt 
were outdated and constituted a 
.social and economic burden on 
the community. 

Namely, these community 
leaders wanted to encourage their 
fellow citizens to, inter alia, re- 
duce costs of social occasions 
(such as marriage and funerals) 
which they felt bad become extra- 
vagant. Incurring such costs had 
became an obligation and heavy 
burden, especially on the poor, 
which the Salt group viewed as 
not serving the better interests of 
the social structure of their com- 
munity as a whole. 

The result of the Salt doctrine, 
as it came to be known, was a 
collective edict that these costs 
“must be reduced to a minimum 
and any failure to do so would be 
considered an action against the 
welfare of the community.” 

All Jordanians were invited to 
follow this mandate, and govern- 
ment officials requested that 
citizens seriously consider the 
conference’s outcome and 
attempt to comply with it. The 
■King himself blessed the effort. 
In addition, tbe mass media 




praised the conference’s charter, 
saying that it was a healthy 
change and should be adopted. 

Tbe application of tbe agree- 
ment was, for a time, a success 
but two years into its imple- 
mentation the community began 
to resort to tiie old traditions of 
spending exorbitantly on mar- 
riages and other social occasions. 

The reason for the reversal was 
studied by Dr. Majaii. 

In his doctorate 'dissertation 
entitled “Diffusion of an Innova- 
tion among Jordanian Cities Re-, 
duced Marriage Costs,” Dr. Ma- 
jaii delved into a new area' of 
what sociologists term “diffuaon 
research.” 

Tbe research attributed the re- 
gression to tiie lack of follow-up 
on the part of the mass media and 
other influential institutions in an 
attempt to reinforce, on- a con- 
tinual basis, tbe acceptance of 
such change. 

“The experiment failed be- 
cause tbe adoption of new social 
ideas is much more difficult than 
the adoption of material change.” 
Dr. Majaii maintains, explaining 
that social change touches the 
roots of society: its religious, 
cultural and tribal roots. “Many 
conditions must be set before 
social change can be accepted,” 
be says, adding that a proper 
efimate must exist in the com- 
munity so that resistance is mini- 
mised. 

Dr. Majaii stresses four such 
conditions: 1) Chang e s Should 
not threaten tiie value system of a 


society; 2) They should not 
threaten the power system within 
the community; 3) The support of 
the community leaders is impor- 
tant since they can control and 
influence community; and 4) The 
support of the government for 
these new ideas is paramount. 

Tbe most important catalysts 
for social change are the mass 
media and the educational sys- 
tem, Dr. Majaii insists. 

“So there must be follow up, 
reinforcement and encourage- 
ment by the media and the in- 
itiators of the idea, otherwise a 
conservative society such as Jor- 
dan's will revert to its original 
traditions.” 

Like most developing societies 
in this age of Western domination, 
or intervention, Jordan has had a 
cultural dichotomy within its soci- 
ety — one foot in modernity and 
one foot in tradition. Jordan's 
intellectuals are aware of this 
condition and are attempting, 
with the advent of democracy, 17 
political parties, increased free- 
dom of the press and all the 
available resources, to work to- 
wards a cooperative effort be- 
■ tween government and citizens in 
order to strike a comprehensive 
balance between development : 
and social change. 

The last 40 years, says one . 
observer, were "tbe period of . 
sweat and toil in planting and 
cultivating the crop; now we are 
at harvest time. If we work swiftly ' 
and well together, it could be a 
great season.” 






Univereity of Jordan: One of 13 higher ednenflon insfltn&H* serving » ever-goring stndent bod. 


from a “handful** of doctors in 1952, Jordan now boasts more 
than 10,000 doctors working In the private and pnbfic sector. 


ftwft x Eng A* regionally acclaimed King 
Centre (above) c 


Hussein Medical 
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King: Mideast peace talks last chance 

Jordan hopes democratic experience will be an example for others 


• l f ►; 



The following is the fail text of His Majesty King Hussein's 
interview with RenterS/Rcntcrs Television on April 29, 1993. 

QUESTION: On Sunday Jordan with Israel. Apart from a fin 
^.^kbrate your 40th ascension settlement which yon have sa 
to me throne. You’ve seen a lot would need an overall solution 1 
m that time but the Middle East problem do yc 
what would you say is your big- think Jordan and Israel will rest 
gest achievement and your a final agreement this year? 
greatest regret? *. j honesdv don’t know and 
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ANSWER; My biggest achieve- 
ment has been to give the people 
of Jordan regardless of their ori- 
gins what they have enjoyed in 
the recent times and I hope they 
will enjoy all the years to come in 
terms of what is their right on 
sharing and shaping their future 
and democracy and growing and 
greater respect for human rights 
and, I hope, pluralism as it 
evolves in the years to come. A 
feeling of pride despite difficul- 
ties and challenges. What they 
are, what they represent, and, I 
hope, that they wiD be able to... 
themselves (provide) the kind of 
example that hopefully others 
will look at in the entire region to 
ensure its stability in the times to 
come- and to ensure that the 
future is the bright one that we 
seek. 

We are obviously involved now 
in the peace process. It has never 
appeared to be a very easy pro- 
cess but one hopes that the possi- 
bility will be there to finally 
address the root cause of instabil- 
ity in this entire region and to 
grve all its people a chance to 
move away from (violence). So 
many years have passed, includ- 
ing the past 40 years; as far as I 
was concerned (I want) the kind 
of peace that future generations 
can keep, protect and preserve. 

Q: And your biggest regret 
looking back? 

A: Regret? I honestly can't 
pinpoint any situation where 
given the circumstances I had to 
deal with I could have done any- 
thing differently. But no decision 
was ever taken hurriedly or with- 
out consideration. Every decision 
came as a result of a lot of 
thought and soul-searching. 
However, the transition was 
made into the kind of life that I 
hope will be... .the prbmise.of 
Jordan for the region where peo- 
ple share in malting decisions. 

Q: You’ve said that before you 
took die throne you hated the 
thought of becoming king and 
wanted to have a normal life. Has 
the job grown on you in this past 
40 years? 

As I don’t know that it can ever 
grow on one but I’ve felt 
throughout these past years like 
an ordinary person who has been 
trying his best with a large family 
and within the context of this 
family to achieve our hopes and 
aspirations or at least move ahead 
dining this lifespan which has 
extended so far to achieve some 
of our foundations, the founda- 
tions for a better future. 

Q: Jordan has made perhaps 
the most progress in peace talks 


with Israel. Apart from a final 
settlement which you have said 
would need an overall solution to 
the Middle East problem do you 
think Jordan and Israel will reach 
a final agreement this year? 

A: I honestly don’t know and I 
know that, the obstacles are great 
but when we decided to go to the 
Madrid conference and by exten- 
sion everything else that’s hap- 
pened since that was a decision 
that was taken consciously by all 
of us after a meeting here where 
we studied all our options and it 
was a national decision. 

I think there is a growing feel- 
ing on both sides of the divide 
that this is our chance and we 
must take it to remove the root 
cause of instability in this entire 
region once and for all... so many 
who have not always necessarily 
been interested in the betterment 
of people and conditions in this 
region... 

There is a realisation that time 
is short and there may not be 
another chance. There wouldn’t 
be another chance in fact. So one 
hopes that we will find a solution 
that gives the Palestinians... and 
all participants and all involved 
parties the kind of future that will 
give them hope and limitless 
opportunities. 

Q: How significant is the Israeli 
move to allow back Palestinian 
exiles? 

A: I suppose it is a good begin- 
ning to say foe least. But Z can’t 
add any more to that. Palesti- 
nians have suffered so much over 
so many years and they have so 
many rights that I hope will be 
recognised. 

Q: Are you more encouraged 
by foe more active role mat 
Washington is taking in the talks? 

A: I am encouraged and hope- 
fully convinced that Washington 
is determined to do all it can with 
new spirit and new determination 
to help all concerned move to- 
wards foe kind of solution that 
generations after can live with 
and can accept and protect. 

I don’t know what “full, part- 
ner’’ means but we have seen 
encouraging signs so far. 

Q: If we could turn to Iraq. 
Many people still see it as a 
potentially destabilising factor in 
this region. What role do you see 
for Iraq and for (President) Sad- 
dam Hussein? 

A: I have always tried to move 
away from personalising the 
issues but on foe other hand Iraq 
is important as far as I am con- 
cerned. If you ask what I wish for 
Iraq I wish for it to remain 
together. It’s integrity is impor- 
tant but beyond that I wish for it 
national reconciliation, real 
movement towards democracy, 
pluralism, respect for human 
rights and hopefully an end to this 
nightmare of suffering of the Ira- 
qi people themselves where it can 



we’ve been through in the times factor fc : my countrv and 
ahead io see what went right and beyond. I ilid cv> jrjihins I could 
where wc went wrong if we did for others aecau* * already in life 
and to really stress on the indi- one had tieen 'honoured* to re** 
vidual on the voter in the times ceive a position far more impo;-' 
ahead for these elections... the tant than a.nv m ateria! or physical ■ 
responsibility he has towards one in terms of aliocatio’n uj.. 
himself, towards his country and government or even as bead of a 
beyond that to the region itself, state so ther e was nothing .to 
Q: Do you ever worry about search for beyond that except :o 
the enormous outpouring of do one's bes t and live bonesti 
affection that Jordanians have for with oneself and to serve pcopl- 
you. (The fact that) you go to the bes t « jf one's abilities 3th 
beyond being just their leader? maybe if chine is a need this wf 
A: To tell you the truth I never .continue to be the case as far a 
thought of it in these terms. I this family is concerned, 
always thought of it I prayed B ut the i nain thrust is to try to. 
for a time long (that) after I m build with . Jordanians and regard- 
gone when people would say he tess oi lhei , . ori , ins ±is ^nip, to 
jras a good fellow and he did his t* a m in * thls are3 :o be a. 
best and hopefully judge me well, source of hope for others. 

ButI have been blessed in my life q. , people here think that , 
to be surrounded by such warmth lslam « u nder threat in this ie~ . 
and affection that no matter what .gi on . Wh at do vou see as the I 
I do for whatever remains of life future of t s?am and w!ut brancf of 
or several lifetimes would not be isia m do vou I hink will be around . 
enough to express my feelings, to in the ne xt five.' ten years'.’ ; 
my people of pndc tn belonging . . 

to them and of love. * s 1 H* extremely irritated 

_ .... , . when people try to portray Islam 

Q: What has happened to the way it sometimes is seen as a 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. Why result of the acts of ignorance or 
has reconciliation not happened? extremism that is verv alien to 
A: It hasn’t happened (not) due what Isla m r ruly is. As a Muslim 1 
to any lack of attempt by us to feel urged to do whatever I can to 
reestablish relations on the basis correct mis -conceptions of what 
of mutual respect and trust and Mam j s j n r egard lo its ima?e ^ 
confidence. foe world ; is a whole. I think as : 

Anyway as far as Kuwait I'm far as Jord an is concerned it will 
not even going to comment about continue ix> operate to be qa. 
that. As far as Saudi Arabia is example outside to how- we live, 
concerned I still hope that there here in this country together,. ; 
will come a time that if there are 'members of one family, regard- ! 
any shadows of doubt regarding less of our religious beliefs. And I . 


“As a Muslim, I feel urged to do whatever I can to correct misconce ption* of what M»»n is in re gar d to its image.. 

regain its important (role) in foe Q: Do you think there is a someone else. Is that still a possi- Jordan these rights 
region- growing feeling among Arab bility? because we believed 

Q: You’ll apparently be seeing leaders and among the West that A: The duties I have are such to recognised them as 


Q: You’ll apparently be seeing 
President Clinton next month. 
Will you raise this issue with him? 
Will you ask him to lift sanctions 
on Iraq? 

A: I look forward to my first 
meeting with the president when 
he is ready to receive me. I have a 
visit to foe United States in a 
month’s time or just over that for 
my regular six-month checkup. I 
look forward to meeting him very 
very much and I hope it gives us 
an opportunity to get to know 
*eacb other and I will certainly do 
everything I can to give him a 
dear ana honest picture of foe 
region that he deserves in the 
position of enormous responsibil- 
ity foal foe United States has. 


leaders and among the West that 
Saddam Hussein is someone that 
they can live with? 

A: Once again I care and care 
very deeply for the people of Iraq 
and I have made it abundantly 
clear myself time and again that if 
I ever were an obstacle to Jordan 
and its progress I wouldn't think 
twice about it. The people of 
Jordan would be more important. 
I can't say that this approach to 
life is shared by many in this 
region but I think that what is 
important as far as Iraq (is con- 
cerned) is foe Iraqi people. 

Q: I'm sure you’re tired of this 
question but you’ve mentioned 
on occasions you’ve felt the de- 
sire to hand over responsibility to 


someone else. Is that still a possi- 
bility? 

A: The duties I have are such to 
prepare the ground for a more 
stable progressive Jordan in the 
future and to make whatever 
decisions I deem right at that time 
and see how it goes. 

Q: Do you feel democracy now 
is at foe stage it should be at in 
Jordan? 

A: Yes I feel it is despite 
enormous difficulties, suspicions, 
hostility by some in the region to 
the very concept. But it has to 
happen, it is going to happen 
everywhere sooner or later. 

The dock cannot be turned nor 
can we have a situation where 
people are denied their. basic 
rights and, thank God, here in 


Jordan these rights were given 
because we believed in them and 
recognised them as such and I 
would hope certainly that our 
other brethren in the Arab World 
can look at this example as a 
serious and worldly one to look at 
in terms of shaping the future. 

Q: There seem to be people in 
Jordan who fear democracy, who 
worry that the Jordan they know 
.will become fundamentally diffe- 
rent. Is democracy irreversible 
now? 

A: I believe it is irreversible 
and obviously there is a danger 
that democracy will be 
threatened by democracy but I 
don’t think this wil happen here 
and my efforts mil go towards 
sharing with Jordanians what I 
believe is foe experience that 


the sincerity and sense of respon- hope I 
sibility that (in the) course we itself a 
took in trying to avert a disaster time w 
in this region and reverse an it real! 
unfortunate happening peacefully produt 
that then was any other motive, reachr 
There wasn’t, except for the in- any c> 
teres ts of foe area and its people, may 
I hope that this will be realised foe v« 
sooner or later and then I’m sure of real 
that things will go back to what er lie 
they should be. , 

Q: Are there still efforts going 
on? 

A; We’ve made it very dear 7/^.7 
that we will take two steps to T*. V 
meet anyone who takes a step . . * 

toward us but we are not going to ... 5 
do anything beyond that. othcr 

Q: Do you still expect co hold Q: 
elections in November? your 1 

A: Hopefully around Novem- States 
ber, yes. back t 

Q: Will it be “one man, one A . 
vote”? 

A: This is still under considera- 


hope that Islam will illuminate 
itself an d the rest of the world in 
time when it is truly seen for what 
it really is — one of the most, 
productive, dynamic, forward- 
reaching religions... and remove, 
any c>f foe misconceptions that , 
may hx: foe heritage of the past or ‘ 
the vrork of the present in terms, 
of redactions to actions or whatev-- 
er lie the reason. 


Qs Do you think the miscon- 
ceptions that existed about lors - 
d?m have been removed in foe’ 


- V Wju 

A; I think yes; we have gone *.-• 
long way and I think that in time: 
this will happen inevitably the 
other way, 

Q: How would you describe., 
your relations with the United' 
States now? Are they completely 
back to normal? 


V. » uc one m«n, unc l ^ m vm ; 

STX’EJ* p “' 


A: As far as I’m concerned I Q: You've just come back from: 
•belong with pride to the house of London recently. Have the ; 
Hashem and I’ve always felt that wounds of foe Gulf war in terms- 
my duty in life has been to ensure of Jordan's relations with Europe: 
that I’ve been above differences, been smoothed over? . - 

I’ve considered myself a unifying A; I believe they have yes.- 


A king in service of his people 


By Waked Sadi 
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FOR His Majesty King Hussein 
the 40th anniversaiy of his 
assumption of constitutional pow- 
ers may indeed mark a long 
journey, punctuated by countless 
bitter-sweet milestones. This 
much the King has expressed on- 
several occasions and his words 
and outlook bear witness to this 
mixed sentiment. For his people, 
however-, the Monarch’s four- 
decades-long reign may mean 
something else. The pains of 
these years are often forgotten or 
glossed over and most of what is 
remembered is how we benefited 
from King Hussein’s accession to 
the helm so many years ago and 
how we continue to enjoy stabil- 
ity and progress under his rule. 

It does not take much effort to 
find out what pained King Hus- 
sein and what gave him happi- 
ness, satisfaction and pride. The 
list is indeed long, figuratively 
speaking much longer than the _ 
forty years during which he sat on 
the throne. Completing the pro- 
cess of independence by Arabis- 
ing foe Jordanian Armed Forces 
may be foe earliest occasion for 
foe Monarch to take pride in. 
That dramatic and remarkable 
leap was indeed fraught with dan- 
gen 1 and could have upset foe 
King’s continued rule bad it 
felted. It succeeded for a variety 
of reasons on top of which wasj 
foe courage of foe King and his] 
deep conviction in his national 
and historic mission as a young 
Hashemite Monarch who came to 
power in time to finish what his 
grandfather, the late King Abdul- 
lah, had started -decades before 
bun. 

Putting the Jordanian army 
under his direct leadership was 
solidly backed by Jordanians, but 
was soon interrupted when young 
and misguided generals in foe 


Arab army attempted to stage 
two successive coups against the 
dynasty. The wounds to the King 
must have been deep and perma- 
nent. Most of all, King Hussein 
must have felt betrayed by the 
very armed forces that he had just 
liberated at a price that could 
have cost him his throne. 

The Arabisation and liberation 
of foe Jordanian Armed Forces 
and the failed attempted coups ' 
«ime after the union between the 
East and West Banks, which was 
a major national feat not only in 
terms of forging foe first serious 
effort for .a more comprehensive 
Arab unity but also in highlight- 
ing foe continuous proposition 
that foe two banks were, for all 
intents and purposes, political 
twins never again to be sepa- 
rated. It happened, though, in 
1967. The Arab-Israeli war of 
that year may still be foe most 
painful experience that King Hus- 
sein suffered during his long 
reign. The cost of that war was 
formidable and catastrophic. 

Deep in his heart. King Hus- 
sein stffl feels that foe loss of 
Jerusalem and foe West Bank 
could have been somehow 
averted, and that history may not 
be too understanding of the 
reasons and factors that pushed 
Jordan into disaster. But by yield- 
ing to Arab pressure, both exter- 
nal and domestic, it was inevit- 
: able for Jordan to find itself 
railroaded into a suicidal war 
from which it could not possibly 
have emerged unscathed. In a 
matter of three short days. King 
Hussein saw ins dream of Arab 
unity, as championed and 
preached by foe Great Arab Re- 
volt, disfigured and reversed. 
What exacerbated the sorrows 
and disappointments of the King 
was foe feet that foe unity be- 


tween foe two banks was no 
ordinary Arab unification but one 
that was borne out by long his- 
tory, neighbourliness and shared 
roots. Ever since foe two sides of 
the Kingdom became divided, a 
string of factors and events con- 
tinued to take their heavy toll on 
what was left of the early achieve- 
ments of the Monarch. 

After a series of fruitless efforts 
to strike an honourable deal with 
Israel on the basis of U.N. Secur- 
ity Council Resolution 242, King 
Hussein literally gave up trying 
again and again after he became 
convinced that successive Israeli 
governments had no real inten- 
tion to withdraw completely from 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
And when foe Arab World forced 
the decision to yield to the PLO 
as the sole representative of foe 
Palestinian people and the poten- 
tial government for foe lost West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, he con-' 
seated to this Arab and Palesti- 
nian will and offered to help 
make the Palestinian dream come 
true. 

Still, it would be naive to pre- 
sume that King Hussein was only 
too glad to break all legal and 
administrative links between foe 
two banks, in 1988. The con- 
tinuous yearing for a confedera- 
tion or a federation between Jor- 
dan and Palestine is still on foe 
minds of many seasoned and so- 
ber Palestinians and Jordanians. 
The unfinished business feeing 
King Hussein may very well be 
this dimension of a renewed 
Jordan-Palestinian association. 
King Hussein may continue to 
feel restless till the Jordanian- 
Palestinian equation and foe 
whole question of Arab unity is 
settled on foe basis of foe mes- 
sage of the Great Arab Revolt. 

His Majesty King Hussein will 


for all times feel vindicated by 
history that his single-handed 
reintroduction of a pluralistic 
democracy is one of the key 
contemporary milestones of his 
rule. Most of all, democracy in 
the Arab World may indeed be 
foe formula to correct national 
errors and put Arab unification 
again on track. The primary be- 
neficiary of democracy and hu- 
man rights in the area coukl very 
well end up to be the reunifica- 
tion of the two political twins of 
the Jordan River. There will 
come a time when the Jordanian 
and Palestinian peoples will de- 
termine, by democratic means, 
the future of their historic and 
national relations. The Hashe- 
mite family would serve this asso- 
ciation in the future as it has done 
in the past. 

The sorrows that were gener- 
ated by the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait also still haunt King Hus- 
sein and no amount of Successes 
on any other Arab front can be 
expected to heal the wounds of 
that conflict unless and until cer- 
tain Arab states stop insisting on 
misunderstanding or misinter- 
preting foe principled position of 
foe Monarch on foe Iraqi-Kuwaiti 
situation, past and present. There 
is no worse feeling than being 
willfully and arbitrarily misunder- 
stood. and the King must be 
experiencing that kind of feeling 
even at this late hour. 

Trying to take stock of King 
Hussein’s achievements and los- 
ses, his happinesses and pains, 
one ends up with a long, long list 
of foe sweet and bitter milestones 
that make the Monarch's reign 
not only among the longest, but 
also among the most glorious and 
eventful rules ever enjoyed by 
any head of state. 


predict the prospect of agreement 
with Israel this year. 

“I honestly do not know. I 
know that the obstacles are 
great.. he said when asked 
whether Jordan could conclude a 
treaty with Israel by foe end of 
the year. 

The King has said he would not 
sign a final deal without a solu- 
tion to the Palestinain problem. 

“I think there is a growing 
feeling on both sides... that time 
is short and there may not be 
another chance,” foe King said of 
the peace talks. 

Palestinians bad to be forced 
by U.S. and Arab pressure to 
resume the talks Tuesday after a 
four-month crisis caused by Israel 
I expelling 415 Palestinians it ac- 
cused of supporting violent Isla- 
mic groups. 

Israel promised confide nee - 
building measures, such as the 
return fo the 30 long-term expel- 
lees, and the United States added 
assurances that there would be 
new ideas on the table about 
self-rate in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

“I am not saying that we are 
there yet,” Dr. Ashrawi said. “I 
am saying, finally the peace pro- 
cess is showing indications that it 
can move ahead, it can produce, 
it can be a vehicle for change.” 

“We still feel that from not just 
appearances bat moves that this 
could be a qualitatively different 
phase,” she added. “Some doors 
are being opened and we are 
doing our best to help and re- 
spond positively.” 

Hie first 15 expellees allowed 
home arrived in foe West Bank 
: Friday to a rapturous welcome. 

The Palestinian negotiators 
hope that the return of well- 
known nationalists will revive 
some of the popularity they have 
lost in foe occupied territories 
during long months in which the 
peace talks produced only frus- 


tration. 

“The Palestinians are still 
celebrating foe return fo foe 30 
exiles,” Dr. Ashrawi said. “It is a 
positive indication and it has con- 
tributed tremendously to chang- 
ing the atmosphere.” 

She said the United States, the 
main sponsor of the peace pro- 
cess, would give Palestinian ex- 
perts their first briefing on settle- 
J meats on Monday, when negotia- 
tions resume after a three-day 
weekend. 

“We have always been com- 
plaining about lack of informa- 
tion, lack of information-sharing. 
Israel creates facts and we have 
no way of monitoring or finding 
out,” Dr. Ashrawi said. 

She declined to say whether the 
information the United States 
would provide would include data 
from intelligence satellites but 
commented: “I think the Amer- 
icans have the most sophisticated 
monitoring system.” 

The most solid achievement of 
the first week of Israeli- 
Palestinian talks, according to 
both sides, was setting up three 
working groups to discuss the 
concept of self-rule, land and 
water, and conditions of life in- 
foe territories. 

“Setting up these formal work- 
ing groups is the signal of engage- 
ment,” Dr. Ashrawi said. 

“It is a question of attitude,” 
she said. “I think finally the 
Israelis are taking foe require- 
ments of this track very serious- 
ly.” 

State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher said Friday the 
United States will provide its 
views on settlement activity in foe 
occupied territories to foe Palesti- 
nian delegation. 

“The Palestinians have asked 
to hear our views on settlement 
activity he said, noting that 
“this is a discussion of an issue 
which affects their interest,” but 
will not include discussion of 
“any joint action on foe issue." 

Asked to assess foe Arab- 


progress 

Israeli talks, he noted, that “we’re 
pleased with foe seriousness and 
foe commitment to making tangi- 
ble progress that all the parties 
have demonstrated” so far. 

"Clearly there’s much more 
work to be done. No one believes 
it will be easy," Mr. Boucher 
said. “The United States remains 
active, behind-the-scenes, fulfill- 
ing our role as full partner." the 
spokesman told reporters. 
“Beyond that, I think I’ll leave it 
to foe parties to comment on 
their negotiations.” 

Israeli negotiator Eliakim 
Rubinstein said Saturday Israel 
has accepted foe presence of two 
Palestinians from outside the 
occupied territories at foe peace 
talks but only as members of 
working groups. 

But he told Israeli Radio foe 
Palestinians were "not members 
of foe Palestinian delegation and 
are not taking pan in plenary 
meetings’ involving Israeli nego- 
tiators. 

Israel had refused to negotiate 
with Palestinians from foe di- 
aspora as well as residents from 
East Jerusalem 

However, Israel allowed Faisal 
Hussetni, the leading Palestinian 
in foe occupied territories and a 
resident of East Jerusalem, to 
join the delegation as one of foe 
concessions which helped restart 
the peace talks Tuesday. 

Mr. Rubinstein, who heads foe 
Israeli negotiating team in talks 
with the Palestinians and the 
Jordanians, said the Palestinians 
from the diaspora had been 
allowed to go to Washington as 
"advisors.” 

On Friday, foe Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) said 
the two Palestinians were “taking 
part in two commissions on 
autonomy, and land and water 
rights.” 

It identified them as Camille 
Mansur, wh fives in Paris, and 
London resident Ahmad A1 Kba - 
lifo. 


Yemeni polls ■ 

(Continued from page ij,.... 
past 'week, especially between foe- 
socialists and Isiah supporters- .i_ 
On Friday, a socialist repre-; 
sentative, Jarallah Omar, 
that armed members of A* ; - . 
stormed a polling centre in *- 
in northwest Yemen and k ' 
of his fellow party me ml 
The socialists claim* 
attackers seized ballot 
forged “them at will." 

Hamad Hashem A! Dhato 
Isiah member on foe electee. .- 
committee who appeared at t 
news conference with Mr. A- 
Ras. said foe ellegations we 
‘exaggerated." But he did n. 
say how many people died in sh fc 
Hejja incident. 

He said foe dash was “not for 
political reasons but because of 
tnbal sensitivities.” 

Clashes tha 1 : may have occur- 
red in recent days, said Mr. Abo 
Ras. were "'.nddental and have 
no connectio n to foe elections but 
are due to family or tribal dif&ir- 

en S5?’ or something of foe soru? 

Ofocr fo.an the Hejja incident; 
■local resid ents in Sanaa reported 
Thursday that Sheikh Moham- 
mad Ben Naji A1 Shayef, a prom- 
inent member of foe General 
People’:; Congress, survived an 
assassiration attempt. 

Yuigoolav 

(Continued from page 1 ) 
were among foe first to arrive for 
wha*c aides described as a final 
confiultation before Mr. Clinton 
sett Jed on a course of ^uon. 

‘It’s very important that any- 
thi ng we do be cleariv defined m 
te rms of its strategy,” Mj. Clin- 
ton l. -i Frid«>’ . at i.. an inter- 
view wm» pen. "That 

■*s absolute., .itipu.tant.” 

Also among those summoned 
«>r foe White House meeting was 
Secretary of State Warren Chrat? 
opher, who was expected to 
fravej to Western Europe arid 
Russia to rally support for Mr. 
Clinton's plan. 








a * ^JL a, - a v O 2 3 o to 3 ^ »rc- 




1 JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, MAY 2, 1993 


SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 


Jordan celebrates 40 years of King s reign 


Festivities 
at Palace 
of Culture 


■r. 1 . 
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THEIR MAJEiHTES King Hus- 
sein and Queen' Noor Saturday 
attended at the 1 *akce .of Culture 
a special cnenm ay organised by 
the higher committee for the 
Kingdom's cdebi rations of the 
40th anniversary of King Hus- 
sein’s assumption c f his consti t u- 
tional powers. 

The ceremony inchjded a poet- 
y recital by Jordanij m pmet Sulei- 
■'. mh Uweis and a sanj; entitled 
* The King of the Mo& 4 1 Prominent 
tatns” by Tnnisllain singer 
nfiyya Sadeq. 

The lyric of the son B writ- 
ten by Iraqi poet Mlohammad 
Mahdi Al Jawabri. 

The ceremony was a ittended by 
His Royal Highness Cn iwn Prince 
Hansen, Her Royal Big) 'mess Prin- 
cess Sarvath, Prime Minister 
ShariT Zeid Ben Shakar, Speaker 
of the Upper House of I tarfiament 
Ahmad Al Lawzi, Spealker of the 
Lower House of Phrltam ent Abdnl 
LaUT Arablyat, Royal C« «urt Chief 
Khalcd Al Karaki, aamistes, 
senior g o ve rnm en t and army offi- 
ces and several madxn of the 
di pl oma tic corps in the fiSngdoou 
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, ‘Returnees’ get a tumultuous welcome 

A group of IS Putestinians expelled fcy the totB occopatim 

i m kooajpkd io the oeeupkd territories 


territories Thursday after the Jewish stale gave them clearance to 
return in Une with an agreement linked to the resumption on April 27 
of the Axab-Isradi peace talks 


DTCU m winn aemi-uu uw» “«• — 7 - — ■ 

nmtnroos welcome by the Palestinians m the occupied terril ^*?- 
BoTar e some photos of their departure from Amman and the 
reception they received at home. 
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the “returnees” at Jericho (AFP photo) 


group photograph of the “returnees” before cro win g 
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KhalB Al Sawahiri, bolding a picture oc shra raestura® tem 
Al Wazir, is cheered at Jericho after u&sslD|frora foe East 
return home after an csBe of 23 years (AFP photo) 
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Faind ^ww expelled in 1969, waves to 
returns home (AFP photo) 
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supporters ( AFP photo) 
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♦Queen Alia fund project offers a ray J 
of hope to business — oriented women 

By Cosima Hadidi Jordan Social Welfare Fund has merce also cooperated with the project they would 


By Cosima Hadidi 
Special to the Jordan Times 

Hania has graduated with a busi- 
ness degree from a local com- 
munity college and would now 
hke to start a small business 
enterprise for herself. Sumaya is 
die wife of a farmer who would 
>pke to start a project to improve 
ner family's income. But they 
have a major problem: They live 
m a village in which no one can 
advise them on what, how and 
where to start a successful ven- 
ture in which they can fully use 
their skills. 

To help women such as Hania 
and Sumaya, the Queen Alia 


Jordan Social Welfare Fund has 
launched a new pilot project to 
set up Women's Enterprise De- 
velopment Units at its social de- 
velopment centres in Irbid, Maf- 
raq and the Has he mi area of 
Amman. 

The unirs will offer local 
women expert advice and training 
to establish new businesses accor- 
ding to their abilities and the 
needs of their communities. The 
Amman Federation of Chambers 
of Commerce will cooperate with 
the Queen Alla fund in this pro- 
ject by offering information 
which will help women's business 
succeed. 

The Amman Chamber of Com- 


merce also cooperated with the 
fund by accommodating the ini- 
tial training aimed at profession- 
als who will be supporting local 
women in setting up their own 
businesses. Sponsored by British 
government, the training is con- 
ducted by two experts from Bri- 
tain: Chris Jones, who represents 
the British Community Educa- 
tion Development Centre and Sue 
Blizard. 

The training involves new tech- 
niques that will be applied by the 
participants in working with local 
women and helping them gener- 
ate ideas for feasible income- 
generating projects. “Most rural 
women, when asked what kiqd of 


project they would like to start, 
ask for the traditional sewing and 
tricot. That is because they are 
not trained to think of other 
ideas" said Ms. Jones. 

“We are delighted by the en- 
thusiasm for this project. We 
have also been able to involve 
volunteers from local women's 
committees and a representative 
from Yarmouk University is 
working alongside Queen Alia 
hind staff. This gives a wide base 
of commitment for success," 
added Ms. Jones. 

As a result of this project, the 
Queen AHa fund will help more 
women jo become self-employed 
and family incomes will be in- 
creased. 


The International Labour 
Organisation (ILO), surveying 
the 1993 labour scene, issued the 
world labour report that under- 
lines negative global traits like 
persistently high unemployment, 
the grim reality of modern-day 
slavery, trade unions under press- 
ure, the struggle for soda 1 protec- 
tion in developing countries and a 
worldwide epidemic of stress. 

Following is a summary of the 
report, which offers a vivid and 
often disturbing review of work- 
ing life in 1993. 

This year’s report finds die 
overall employment picture still 
depressed. The industrial market 
economies are slow to emerge 
from recession, and unemploy- 
ment averages around 8 per cent 
* — 33 million people in total. 
Most of the job losses continue to 
be in construction as well as 
manufacturing where employ- 
ment in 1991 fell os average by 
l.S per cent. But recently there 
has been a much greater shakeout 
of jobs across a wide range of 
services and white-collar occupa-' 
dons. 

Eastern European countries 
have seen unemployment rise 
steeply as they move to market 
economies. Most of the unem- 
ployment — around 80 per cent 
— has come from the shrinking of 
state enterprises, and here, too, 

- the majority of the job losses 
occurred in industry, though 


Labour report reveals truth 
about working life in 1993 


endted under false pretences to 


there were also substantial de- now face severe labour shortages, endted under false pretences to 
dines in agriculture and services. : And other fast-growing econo- work on large estates, but if they 
Latin America, says the report, mies like Malaysia and Thailand try to leave they are recaptured 
has made significant economic are also moving in the same by gunmen and beaten or whip- 
progress Since the mid-1980s. But direction. Labour shortages in ped. Many of the world's children 


has made significant economic 
progress since the mid-1980s. But 
in 1990, 46 per cent — or 192 
million people — lived under the 
poverty line, 5 per cent higher 
than at the beginning of the 
1980s. Unemployment remains 
stubbornly high in the urban 
areas, having stabilised at around 
8 per cent. And wages have fallen 
steeply: between 1980 and 1991 
the average industrial wage fell 
by 17.5 per cent, and the average 
minimum wage by 35 per cent. 

In sub-Saharan Africa the out- 
look is still gloomy. Urban unem-‘ 
ployment is between 15 and 20 
per cent and affects some 14 
million people — a total which 
increases by about 10 per cent per 
year. Particularly disturbing here, 
says the report, is unemployment 
amongst the young: people aged 
between 15 and 24 make np only 
one-thiTd of the region’s labour 
force, but they are between two- 
thirds and three-quarters of the 
unemployed. Most of the new 
workers move into the informal 
sector which now employs over 
60 per cent of the urban labour 
force. 

Aria remains, the most dynamic 
region of the -developing world, 
so much so that newly indus- 
trialising economies, like the Re- 
public of Korea and Singapore 


by gunmen and beaten or whip- 
ped. Many of the world's children 


the region are met m pan by are working as forced labour — 
flows of migrant workers from including millions who work “un- 
the labour surplus countries such seen” in domestic service, 
as Pakistan, Bangladesh and the __ - , . , . , . 

Philippines. The Philippines has . "P 0 ! 1 also includes agfob- 


un employment offidSly esti- *1*™* ? { tI ? de “ 10 “- Io **“ 
mated at 15 per cent and is now Organisation for ^the Economic 

one of the world's major sources £2E5 t,on ^ cvcI< ?. m u c “! 
of migrant workers with 2 million *(pECD) countries, for which it 


people overseas. 


gives the latest membership fi- 


of forced labour around the. , ™™rem uirecnons — - 
world. Slavery, it says, is still a unemployment, ughter 

serious problem in a mmber of 'egslanon, changing pattern of 
African countries including worl ! aggressive action from 
Mauritania and Sudan. In Sudan PJT1 P oyers. 
the practice may even be increas- i n Latin America the unions 
big as a consequence of that fl0 w work in a much more demo- 
country’s dvil war — destitute' cratic atmosphere but find that 
parents are selling their children this brings new problems as well 
for around S70 each. as opportunities. 

The report also looks at the _ 
practice of bonded labour — a Africa, the report points 


form of forced labour still wide- ont > muon members may not 
spread in Aria, in such countries represent more than a few per 
as India and Pakistan. In Pakis- c^nt of the workforce^ but they 
tan, for example, according to - h ave a disproportionate in- 
some estimates, 20 million people Qucn “ on the wave of democracy 
would be working as bonded sweeping across the continent, 
labourers, of whom 7.5 million Asia, governments in many 
are children countries, particularly those who 

In Latin America the report wish to attract foreign invest- 


Welfare programme boosted by 


The world labour report this gnres. the report fin* to unions' 

year includes a disturbing survey j“ 1 S% vna !VJS li a n ^ 
it , — ru. ber of different directions — m- 


By Katia Sabet 


free market principles 


mi u uini rMUMiwa uiv ivuuis . , -r » 

refers to cases of “white slavery”.' ment, still exerase tight control 
Brazilian workers are being re- over union activities. 


CAIRO — In applying the be- 
nefits of entrepreneurship and 
free market economy to one of its 
best known welfare programmes, 
Egypt has pioneered a positive 
type of government intervention. 
The project has helped many 
families to significantly increase 
their income-generating potential 
and thereby improve their life, 
without draining scarce re- 
sources. 

One such case in point is that of 
Hadra Hassanein, 35. A rural 
resident, she is earning three 
rimes the salary of her husband 
by doing embriodety at home. 
She receives from the govern- 
ment the silks and patterns for 
her work and she has become so 
skilled that she says she could do 
any piece with her eyes closed. 
As a result of this supplementary 
income, the family home is ade- 
quately provided for and, most 
importantly, her four sons will 
have access to higher education. 

Likewise, Mohammad Al Siwi, 
78, is now able to run a workshop 
in silk-carpet weaving in the back 
streets of Cairo; his young 
apprentices come after school to 
learn the skill of weaving. Under 
the project, the finished products 
— magnificent carpets — will be 
guaranteed a fair price. 

The project originated in the 
early 1960s and was known as the 
“Association for the Productive 
Family." It was designed to in- 
crease the productivity of each 
family member, including house- 
wives who could do knitting or 
cookery, or children who could 
weave baskets. Despite being one 
of the most important projects 
operating under the auspices of 
the Ministry of Social Affairs, it 
meandered along until a radical 
transformation was effected start- 
ing in 1991. Now the project is 
about to become self-sufficient, 
generating enough income to cov- 
er costs. 

The programme banks on one 
significant aspect of the Egyptian 
economy, namely that the coun- 
try is very rich m human re- 
sources. It also underscores the 
important place of handicrafts 
ana light industry in Egypt's eco- 
nomic future. The project's 
funding comes from the Social. 
Fund for Development, reorga- 
nised to be in line with the 
recommendations of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund. 
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r» pkaBdm on the traditional skills of rural Egyptians, the Organisa- 
tion for Family and Social Development lets them bdp themselves 
while pro duci ng many high-quality Items. 

Mourad Kamel YousseF, pro- framework.” 
jecl director for the Giza region At the moment the introduc- 
near Cairo, explained that fund- tion of innovative projects is seen 
ing is given out in installments as a threat to the marketing of 
and is made available to all appli- traditional products which are 
cams satisfying certain condi- successful internationally, so Mr. 
tions. Priority is given to universi- Youssef and his colleagues are 
ty and technical school graduates . not ready to venture into the 

and those compelled to return unknown. 

from the Gnlf, Iraq or Kuwait, Using two approaches, the 
having lost everything as a result association shoulders the market- 
of the recent crisis. There are ing responsibilities for the pro- 
waiting lists but, according to Mr. ducts generated by the program- 
Youssef, all requests are me. There are products which can 
answered within two months. be sold without intermediary 

The applicants have to submit a of publicity or transport and 

feasibility study with their project ot hers which require a certain 
proposal which should be re- economic strategy for identifying 
levant to the needs of the region advantageous outlets. In the lat- 
in which the project is to be !er case, die association inter- 
implemented, said Mr. Youssef. vc "« and becomes the buyer 
“We accept any project which the title- “Social Orgamsa- 

results in a finished product; but no , n for Fa *nilJ! L“> d Socwl Dc- 
we do not deal with intermediary velopment. This body has 
activities such as soldering work- helped transform the project into 
shops or any kind of repairs 8 productive one. 
which are dependent on the exist- In Cairo's residential area of 
•race of another party. We give Dokki a new building houses a 
priority to small-scale projects permanent exhibition of the asso- 
which use the local raw materials ciarion’s products which are avail- 
— for example, candied dates in able for export. Alt are fine ex- 
paim-growing regions. En- amples of Egypt's luxury hand- 
couragement is given to develop- icrafts and include chiselled silver 
ing existing handicraft skills such trays, furniture inlaid with 
as carpet-making, wood or metal mother-of-pearl, ivory or ebony, 
work within a strictly traditional lace cloths and silk or wool car- 


pets in subtle colours. 

The success of Mr. Youssef and 
his team in the Giza region has 
been proven during international g 
exhibits in Paris, London and'g. 
recently in Saudi Arabia. Sales 
reached a record figure oi 1.65 ^ 
million Egyptian pounds-.? 
(S506.000) and more shows un- 
scheduled for Rome, Libya and -T* 
Morocco. 

One drawback is that oni> resi- 
dents of a few regions benefit 
from the programme. In manti' 1 . 
parts of rural Egypt no infrastruc-' ^ 
rurcs are in place :o make it:— 
efficient, and people are not 1 •* 
aware of the opportunities they-d: 
are missing. Also, there have'-? 
been complaints from applicants^-*- 
who say that they have received.se 
no answer from the jdmini&tra--*' 
tors, or that funding has beezf 
held up. < 

"The ministry has sc: up a™ 
special office to deal with com^ 
plaints relating to the project. Iq* 
each govemorate. people should' 
contact the appropriate under 
secretary of state and, as a 
resort, ’the minister in Cairo " 
direct,” explained Mr. Youssef >;H 

Unfortunately, those 
could benefit from the scheme 
are ill-equipped to make success-^. 1 
fol applications and end up 
tangled in the web of bureaucra^. i 
cy. According to Mr. Youssef, i \ 
however, the example of the re-^ 
turnee from Iraq who submitted 
project for rearing calves it^ w 
March 1991 and who never ra>. 5 
ceived a reply, is an exceptional! 
case. In each' community, he ex-'”' 
plained, social worker*: are sup* __ 
posed to be in place actively” 
informing villagers and directing: 
them to the social affairs offices i 
for the project. 

In the villages where the pro-,; 
jecl is well implemented, training 5 
courses have been set up providq£ 
young women with various sewg j 
ing and cooking skills. Family 
planning has been integrated inttjsfS 
the classes and incentives arcs 
provided: for example. eaelj£ 
woman former is given a cove: 
buffalo for practicing birth;; 
spacing. ’ : 

According to Mr. Youssef, cy- j 
ery village could be transformed^, 
by reaching out to women. "Coa-f 
trary to popular opinion, it ' 
women who weigh up the pres 
and cons and take steps to briiflT 
about important social change**- 
he said — World News Link.'— j 
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Seventh Circle 
Opposite Ramada Hotel 
Tel. 825423 


MOVING ? 

fet Aramex Ait Cargo 
iake care of the works, 

Door to Door, 
Call the friendly 
professionals oft 
660507 or 66050 § 
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INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWE3BDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
. J AND, RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN K AWAR & SONS 

TEL. 604676 60469 b jA 
p o BOX 7806 
TAW AMMAN > 
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Afc . ^ ' 120 

Authentic 
'ler' t Chinese dishes. 
m t* from aH grea re- 
pt? gional cuisine 

^YT- styles of China 

? Prepared by oar 

Chinese chefs 
_j, w Open daily lor 

lunch & tfirmer 

/>Llia.i A Takeiwayserriw 

CHINA Jabal A! Kussem 

HOLI^P Mmisby at Trade 
& industrial Rd. 

Restaurant Te t 6S7K5 


A %ptmront c With 


Valentino 

■rest*ur*ht 

jaHAL AMMAN WWTOHCLE 
QPPflgrETHgWMx embassy TEi. mans 



B CROWN INTLEST. 

J 

1 Packing, shipping 
J Forwarding, storage 

1 worldwide Removals 

B Air, Sea and Land 

^TEL6G403^ 

■ FAX: 69 08 52 

■ POST: 92 64 87 
^ Amman-Jordan > 


1 MANDARIN RESTAURANTi 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

\Open ttea&X a M0-11 JO dmfrl 

Taka away be avaQablt I 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l S 
[TaL SS1S22, Ammanl ytQx' 

Cnee Tasted 

i ftowjs uvt4 /§y fjt 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette fn every room^l 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax ^434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


TIME FASHIONS 

MEN’S WEAR 



AMRA HOTEL 
SHOPPING AREA 
Telj 813219 



vl Italian Restaurant 
Every Friday & Sunday 

FAMILY LUNCH 

Adds J.D. 7.000 CMdita 4. DM 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy Club 
Cbcie - Jordan Supermarket 
BuDding , 2nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop ytiur colour film at 
our ’Shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
sfoe 30% larger 

* Free oa/arpo' 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmefeam t Opp. Grindlays 
I Bank'. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 ' 


/ CHEN'S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

^ 6:30 - Midnight y 

FORTE 

GRAND 


China Town 

At The Forte Grand Amman 

An exqubilc new menu ji ^pectiJ price- 

Per veur reaavarai please tall 
67411 1 E*i &.13H or 674S5. 


4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details,, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Tiki TOnj tr avi liable 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 
Tel. 638968 


AV/S 


We try harder. 


699-420 







Eestaurtmt 
J Tapas Bar 

International Dishes 
& Spanish Specialities 


Cfii m 
Town 


Open Lunch & Dixmer 

]«b«L Amman - 3id Cuda 
For Bnsnatksi 7U GB06Q -1 


Hisham International Tours 

"THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN" 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 
^ Istanbul S600 H/B S tours 
- Antalya $ 800 H/B 
* Turkish Riviera S8Q0 H/B 
Cyprus $770 B/B 
t All in 5 star INTL HTLS 


Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel* reservations at 
International & 
Luxury Hotels in 
Turkey. Cyprus 
& Egypt 


Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business travellers] 




Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 


v <Rozeha 

V/ Restaurant 

N^Open 

MV/i i'mw hi.-( 

Hi (turns. 

Thr hru pf Oriental 
,< Eun'pran cuutne. 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ferguson finally English Manager of Month 

LONDON (AFP) — Alex Ferguson has been named English 
Manager of the Month — for the first dme this season. The 
former Scotland boss won the April award after five successive 
victories lifted United to the brink of their first title in 26 years. 
Portsmouth's Jim Smith collected the Division One prize follow- 
ing a six-match unbeaten run during the month. Frank Stapleton, 
the former Republic of Ireland striker now in charge of Bradford, 
picked up his first award as the Second Division choice, while 
Brian Flynn was the Third Division winner after steering 
Wrexham to promotion. 

Seles attacker admits Graf obsession 

HAMBURG (AFP) — The man who stabbed tennis superstar 
Monica Seles admitted to police here Saturday that he carried out 
the attack because of his obsession for Steffi Graf, Seles' big 
on-court rival. He said. “I couldn’t bear that Steffi wasn't number 
one in the world. “I wanted to stop Monica playing, I didn't want 
to kill her.'’ According to police, the man, whose first name is 
believed to be Gunter, had been to other tournaments, looking 
for a chance to attack Seles. "On Friday, I at last saw my chance," 
he said. Meanwhile Chris Evert, former world number one, said: 
“It's a scandal. If Monica gave up tennis tommorrow, I would 
understand." Top women's player Martina Navratilova said: 
"Whatever this man's reasons, they cannot justify an attack on a 
defenceles person." Pete Sampras, the men's world number one, 
said be has "totally appalled and shocked" after seeing the attack 
on television. 

New Aintree boss pledges no repeat of fiasco 

LONDON (R) — Charles Barnett, current head of Haydock 
Racecourse, was appointed managing director of Aintree Friday 
and immediately pledged to prevent a repeat of last month's 
Grand National fiasco. The race, annual highlight of Britain's 
national hunt season, was declared void after a disastrous mix-up 
at the start. Barnett, who has held the position on a temporary 
basis since the death of John Parrett last December, said: “We 
have our sights firmly set on a successful 1994 Grand National 
meeting.’’ 

Sampras moves into semifinals 

DULUTH GEORGIA (AP) — The comeback of 1990 French 
Open champion Andres Gomez skidded oft the clay Friday as the 
Ecuador native was beaten in the quarterfinals of the 5300,000 
AT and T challenge by local favorite Bryan Shelton. Peter 
Sampras, the world's No. 1 player joined Shelton in the semifinals 
with a 7-6 (7-3), 6-4 victory over Australian Richard Fromberg. 
Sampras is after his fourth consecutive title. The American, who 
replaced compatriot Jim Courier as world number one earlier this 
month, joins three unseeded players in the final four of the 
upset-filled event. He was the only seeded player to reach the 

J uarter- finals. In the semifinals Sampras will face Dutchman 
aoco Eltingh, who dismissed Argentine clay court specialist 
Roberto Azar 6-2 6-2. The left-banded Azar reached die 
quarter-finals by upsetting third seed Malivai Washington. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCN 
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WHAT TRICKS? 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
4 K Q 5 
‘7QS 
: A Q 7 3 
+ ARQ6 
EST EAST 


WEST 
4 7 4 4 S 3 

7 10 7 6 5 2 " AK-43 
0 6 2 0 9 5 

*8743 4J 10 952 

SOUTH 

4 A J 10 8 6 2 
v J 9 

:• K J 10 8 4 
* Void 
The bidding: 

North East Sooth Weal 

2 NT Pass 6 NT Pass 

Pass Dbl 7 4 Pass 

Pass Dbl Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Si* nf ; 

When you double a slam from 
greed, just to rake in an extra 50 or 
100 points, you may be acutely em- 
barrassed by your avarice— justifi- 
ably so, we might add. Just look 
what happened to poor East on this 
hand from a duplicate pair 
championship. 

South's initial action can beat be 
described as a mystery wrapped in 
an enigma. We can only surmise 
that, because of the bonus scoring 
for no trump as against a suit. Sooth 


made the rather strange decision to 
play in six no trump rather than 
probe for a possible grand slam in a 
long suit. Sure of defeating six no 
trump. East doubled. Suddenly 
South began to have second 
thoughts. Certain that East held 
two quick tricks. South removed to 
seven spades. If East's winners were 
in the club suit, seven spades could 
be laydown when seven no trump 
was doomed to failure. East's second 
double was more out of pique than 
conviction. 

South's decision to run had an 
additional advantage— West was 
now on opening lead. The defender 
thought long and hard about the 
choice of opening lead, but there 
really was nothing to point to one 
suit over another. West finally de- 
cided that there was more chance of 
finding partner’s tricks in a suit in 
which West was short, and chose a 
diamond. 

When dummy hit the table, de- 
clarer breathed a sigh of relief 
Trumps were drawn, the ace and 
king of clubs were cashed for two 
heart discards, and 13 tricks rolled 
in. 

Had East passed six no trump, a 
heart lead would have netted tie 
defenders the first five tricks and 
400 points. The total swing on the 
deal was 2.870 points. 


Tennis security to come under 
review after attack on Seles 


BERLIN (AP) — Tennis super- 
star Monica Seles, the world’s 
No. 1 women’s player, was stab- 
bed with a kitchen knife at court- 
side in Hamburg, and tourna- 
ment organisers said she would 
be sidelined about four weeks. 

The attack occurred Friday 
when a 38-year-old German man 
leaned over a barrier and ram- 
med a knife once Into the 19- 
year-okl Yugoslav star’s back at 
the Citizen Cup Tournament. 

At the time, Seles was sitting 
down during a break in a quarter- 
final match against Bulgarian 
Magdaleena Maleeva. Seles was 
ahead 6-4, 4-3. 

Spectators helped subdue the 
man. Hie Germany Sports News 
Agency (SID) quoted tourna- 
ment Director Gu enter Sanders 
as saying four private security 
men in plain clothes were sitting 
behind .the players. 

There were no police officers 
inside the Rothenbaum Tennis 
Stadium, SID said. 

Police said they ruled out poli- 
tical motives. 

But there was immediate spe- 
culation the atta<± may have 
been politically motivated by 
warfare among her homeland’s 
ethnic groups. 

Seles has been receiving death 
threats dealing with the Yugoslav 
political situation for the last few 
years, said Ana Leaird, director 
of public relations for the WTA 
from the association's headquar- 
ters in St. Petersburg, Florida. 

Seles is ethnic Hungarian from 
Serbia and lists her country as 
Yugoslavia. She has lived in the 
United States since 1986. 

“This attack will keep the game 
Of tennis busy for a long tune;" 
ARD Television said late Friday. 
The network said there were 
already questions about whether 
gates ana fences must be erected 
to protect tennis players. 

In tennis, spectators can get 
close to the players. 











Picture taken from TV monitor showing security 
personnel arresting the unidentified ass ai lan t (cen- 
tre) who attacked and stabbed world number one 
women’s lands player Monica Seles with a large 


knife at the Hamburg Opm Tennis Tournament on 
April 30. Seles received a two-centimetre deep 
wound under her shoulder Made, and was taken 
into a hosp i tal for treatm en t (AFP photo) 


“We hope that it doesn’t get as 
bad as the extremes, like the 
conditions in soccer stadiums," 
the network said. 

Seles’ stabbing will serve to 
heighten concerns of athletes 
travelling abroad, and likely force 
the Women's Tennis Association 
(WTA) to reevaluate its security 
measures, said Mary Jo Fernan- 
dez, one of the top American 
players. 

Susanne Raabe, a tournament 
organiser, said Seles suffered a 
single stab wound about one to 
two centimetres (about a half 
inch deep between the shoulders. 

Maleeva moves into the semi- 
finals Saturday, where she faces 
No. 3 Arantxa Sanchez- Vicario. 

ARD Television and eyewit- 
nesses said Seles’ assailant 
appeared to have been drinking. 

In an interview on the all-news 
N-TV channel, a Hamburg police 
spokesman, Dankmar Lundt. 
said the man said he was a fan of 
No. 2 seed Steffi Graf, who faces 
Jana Novotna of the Czech Re- 
public in the other semifinal 
Saturday. 


“He didn’t want to kill Seles, 
only injure her to hinder her from 
playing," Mr. Lundt said. 

Earlier Mr. Lundt told the sta- 
tion the m»u was identified as a 
38-year-old eastern German from 
Thuringia state. His name was 
not released. 

"There were no political 
grounds,” Mr. Lundt said. He 
said the man appeared confused 
and may have been mentally dis- 
turbed. 

Television vieweis heard one 
shout that sounded tike that of 
the attacker, and then a scream 
from Seles. The camera was not 
on Seles at the moment of the 
attack. 

Seles reached for a spot on her 
upper back below the neck, 
appearing woozy as she stood at 
courtside. An unidentified man 
then helped her sit down, 
although she appeared to slump 
backward to the ground. 

Seles was conscious but her 
face was twisted in pain. She was 
taken from the court on a gurney, 
as spectators broke into applause 
upon realising she was not in 


life-threatening danger. 

Seles has won eight Grand 
Slam titles, including three 
straight French Open and three 
consecutive Australian Open 
crowns. 

She has won every title but 
Wimbledon, where she lost to 
Graf in the final last year. 

Seles has been ranked No. 1 on 
the WTA Kraft Tour since Sept. 
9, 1991, and was named Athlete 
of die Year in 1992. 

Seles was visited by Graf Satur- 
day morning following her stab- 
bing ordeal. 

Police confirmed that Seles was 
knifed on court Friday by a 38- 
year-old German and a fanatical 
Graf fan. 

Graf, Seles’s great rival who is 
also taking part in Hamburg 
Tonrnament, went to comfort 
her, although Seles was not re- 
ceiving other visitors. 

She was reported to be still 
"very distressed”-, although the 
wound she received was sot se- 
rious. 

Police were expected to charge 
the man Saturday afternoon. 


NBA PLAYOFFS 



Bulls open title defence with big win 


CHICAGO (R) — Michael Jordan and the Chicago Bulls made it 
dear right from the start that they are not going to easily surrender 
their National Basketball Association crown. 

Jordan scored 18 of his 35 points in the first quarter Friday as 
Chicago began its quest to become only the third team to win three 
consecutive NBA championships with a resounding 114-90 triumph 
over the Atlanta Hawks in the opener of their best-of-five Eastern 
Conference playoff series. 

The Bulls shot 69 per cent In the opening period and scored 11 
straight points at the end of the first quarter and beginning of the 
second. 

Chicago led by as many as 33 points in the second half. 

B.J. Armstrong and Bill Cartwright each scored 14 points for the 
Bulls and John Paxson added 12. Horace Grant grabbed 10 rebounds 
and blocked three shots. 

Dominique Wilkins led the Hawks, as usual, with 34 points. 

Jordan finished 15-for-26 from the floor, including a 9-for-12 
performance in the first quarter. 

The New York Knicks, the dub with the best record in the Eastern 
Conference this season, also got oft to a fast start in their playoff 
opener, but barely survived to beat the Indiana Pacers 11/7-104. 

The Knicks led by as many as 19 points but watched the advantage 
evaporate in the second half. They needed a basket by Patrick Ewing 
with 10.8 seconds left to break a 104-104 tie and were lucky to hold 
on for the win. 

“Obviously we dodged a bullet,” said Knicks coach Pat Riley. “We 
were very fortunate to win. It will have a sobering effect on our 
players.” 

The Pacers had tied the game of Lasalie Thompson's 15-foot 
baseline jumper with 30 seconds left. 

Ewing followed with his 14-footer from the comer and then made a 
crucial defensive play as he forced Reggie Miller to dribble the ball 
out of bounds with five seconds left. 


New York’s All-Star cfcntre added a free throw to make it 107-104 
and Indiana missed a chance to send the game into overtime when 
MLUer just missed a three-point shot as time ran out. 

Miller scored 14 of his game-high 32 points in the fourth quarter 
and tied an NBA playoff record by going 17-for-17 from the free 
throw line. 

Ewing scored 25 points and Charles Smith added 24 for the Knicks. 

In the Western Conference, the Los Angeles Lakers went to 
Phoenix and stunned the Suns as they beat the league's best team 
107-103 to take a: 1-0 lead in the best-<jf-ftve series, 

Sedale Threait scored a game-high 35 points, connecting on 
17-of-24 field goals attempts and Byron Scott, who had 22 points, 
sank three free throws in the final 29 seconds to lift the Lakers to 
their surprising victory. 

Charles Baikley had 34 points and 15 rebounds to lead the Suns, 
who seemed to forget to play defence much of the night. 

The teams traded the lead several times, but the Suns used a 7-0 
inn to grab a 101-96 lead late in the game. Los Angeles, however, 
rallied to outscore Phoenix 11-3 down the stretch. 

The Lakers are the only sub-.500 team in the playoffs and were 0-5 
against the Suns during the regular season. 

At Seattle, Shawn Kemp scored a playoff career-high 29 points and 
grabbed 16 rebounds to lead the Supersonics to a 99-85 victory over 
the Utah Jazz. 

Ricky Pierce added 16 points for the Sonics, who are laying to 
avenge last year’s loss to Utah in the Western Conference semifinals. 

Kemp had 23 points and 10 rebounds in the first half to help Seattle 
build a 45-36 halftime lead. 

Seattle had closed the first quarter with a 10-1 run and held Utah 
without a field goal for nearly eight minutes while building a 36-19 
lead early in the second. 

Karl Malone had 24 points and 13 rebounds to lead the Jazz, whose 
85 points was just three more than their all-time playoff low. 


Andy Capp 


Mutt'n’Jeff 



horoscope 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MAY 2. 1W3 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Riahter on 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Four 
solid Moon aspects from early 
A.M. to late P.M. make this a 
highly energised day when psychic 
abtiitics are highly tuned and 
changeable mood help brcaJs 
through inhibiting patterns. 

ARIES: March 21 to April 19) Use 
this day for getting friends and 
acquaintances to give you sugges- 
tions on how you can best attain 
fascinating goals, then considerate 
private aspects. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Get out in the world and let those 
in power be more aware of some 
brilliant idea you have for gaining 
more prestige with the general 
public. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Early consider how you can extend 
your sphere of influence beyond 
present boundaries and then you 
get the support of one with power 
to make it work. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Get out of that traditional 
rat and do something of a modem 
nature that can bring you more 
respect, favour from business per- 
sons. 

LEO: (July 22 August 21) It is a 
fine day to extend your acquaint- 
ances to include some persons you 
feel to be out of the ordinary but 
who have pointers they can tench 
that will aid you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Tty to get the suggestions of a 


modern minded expert in yow 
fidd of endeavour by 

advice in effect you ran be much 
more successful. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
vi) Consider well the recreawws 

rou want to he a pan ° 

future and let -t be 

involved and make immediate 

arrangements to pursue. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) It is important that even tr 
tasks in the outside world, you 
keep pan of your thoughts foeuwa 
upon what you can do to improve 
home conditions. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) In any calk or wits 
you make be sure it is to those who 
can give you excellent new age 
responses that can further you own 
prosperity. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 iq 
January 20) You are a natural 
conservative but especially where 
it comes to money or business 
matters but today, get into prog- 
ressive views that can increase your 
assets. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You can project your ideas 
and viewpoints today in a remark- 
able manner so get busy from early 
morning doing just that and im- 
press everyone around. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) This is your day to get out of 
that rut into which you arc grooved 
and to get in touch with current 
condition, become a part of them. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



think I found the solution to my 
problems. I’m going back to 
kindergarten to start 
my life over!” 





Unscramble These tour Jumbles, 
on* tatter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD OAME 
by Henrf Arnofcf 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer a 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Saturday's JumWeK SHAKY HOARD MOTIVE JESTER 

I Answer: What the cute RtUe potato was warned 
against— MASHERS 



THE Daily Crossword by 


Stanley B. Whitten 


ACROSS 
1 Exdudes 
5 Curtis, of Air 
Force lame 
10 Ross end Bering 

14 Vivid fish 

15 Valentine words 

16 Nobleman 

17 Auntie of 
Broadway 

■ 18 Window stacker 

19 Picture of 
health? 

20 Book correctors 

23 Gwen Verdon 
rote 

24 Holbrook 

25 Fort — . Florida 
29 Hoopsters' org. 

31 Vodka-based 
cocktail 

32 Not fern. 

38 Terminate 

38 Unplgmented 
animat 

39 SI Louts 

landmark 

40 Tiny particles 

42 Prwrttnger 

43 A Fora 

45 Tipple 
45 Jump 

47 Habituates 

48 Mtaerablos" 

50 Wire 

51 Unit of length 
53 Herds of whales 
57 Giakf 

61 Display 

64 Castle or Dunne 

65 Story 
668fuorpendl 
67 Lazar 

66 Slaughter of 
base baH 

■ 69 Pierre's noggin 

70 Houston pro 

71 Declaim 
vtatontty 



■aiM am aaaaa] 

liaii a »a jSSSSI 

1SSE aum 355I 

■■■ aaa 1 

jmmu aaaa 


aan 

£■■1 

dan 




2 "...to fetch — of 
water" 

3 StaSone note 

4 Racing boat 

5 Italian resort 


6 Zoo favorite 

7 Coffee variety 

8 Benefit 

9 Shout 

10 Marilyn Monroe. 

fl.fi. 

11 Com unit 

12 Coach 

„ Pareeghian 

13 Clever 

21 Author Reining 

22 Actor 
Jannjngs 

26 Type of type 

27 Oscar ds la — 

28 Bend over 
30 Rosary 

components 
3t Canadian 
peninsula 
M Legerdemain 

33 Hippodrome 

34 Scour 

35 Chy in North 
. Caroana 

37 Put on 

41 Hatter 


Yesterday's Porta Safari 


ogHna m 
ranPSSH 13 -Hi 

™& nn0 t 

gnraSnn { 
gonna dor 

JOKKnnmQ nr 
norinnR nr 
Bcinnni r- 


44 Look 
Jaecivtousiy 
49 Re&on 

51 Horses 

52 Clumsy 


58 Wise la 1 
jg-mon 

59 Nothmc 

80 Aerie 

81 Fftvorit, 


S a*** mamma, £ EES 
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Economists: 

Britain 

lacks 

coherent 

^economic 

policy 

LOND ON (R) — The British 
recession may have ended but a 
large majority of economists pol- 
led by Reuters believes that the 
ruling Conservative Party la^Vc a 
coherent macroeconomic 
strategy. 

A poll of 20 economists at 
leading financial institutions 
found that 70 per cent believed 
the government lacked such a 
A strategy and 75 per cent «m jd 
Chancellor of the Exchequer Nor- 
man Lamont should be replaced 
as soon as possible. 

The survey showed deep con- 
cern that the government was 
making policy on the seat-of-its- 
pants, with no dear intell ectu al 
framework to guide it. 

The financial markets' persis- 
tent belief that Britain should 
seek a new chancellor suggests 
Mr. Lamont has foiled to shake 
off the battle-scars of last 
September's forced exit of the 
pound from the European Com- 
munity exchange rate mechanism 
(ERM), economists said. 

It seems that his retention of 
the coveted post might be harm- 
ing market perception of the 
viability of British economic poli- 
I cy, they added. 

“We think inflation is going to 
move up sharply. The problem is 
the government is now part of the 
problem, not part of the solu- 
tion,” said Chris Dillow, econom- 
ist at Nomura Securities. 

Since Britain left the ERM 
currency grid policy makers have 
been piedng together a pro- 
•growth strategy involving sharp 
interest rate cuts. 

The economy is responding but 
deep-rooted problems remain, 
with the trade deficit and public 
finances deep in the red and’ 
inflation threatening to rise this 
year and next. 

On average economists expect 
underlying inflation of around 4.25 
•per cent by mid-1994, above the 
government’s one to four per cent 
target range. . - - 


World Bank: South Asia still 
accounts for half world’s poor 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Much 
progress has been made in reduc- 
ing poverty m Asa, but poverty 
levels remain high in the Indian- 
sub-continent and progress is 
slowing is China, the World 
Bank has said. 

East Asa is on the way to 
craeficating poverty, acconfing to 
a report released here, but Smith 
Asia stfll accounts for half the 
world’s poor, with 49 per cent of 
its population living below the 
poverty line. 


In China, the number of poor 
has been reduced from 270 mii- 
fiotj in 197S to 100 million in 
1985, or from a third of die total 
population to less chan a tenth. 

But with foe poor population 
now essentially concentrated in 
areas poor in natural resources, 
largely upland areas in interior 
provinces, “achieving further re- 
ductions in poverty will be more 
difficult than in the past,” the 
report said. 


Elsewhere in East Asia, 
Malaysia has seen its poverty 
level foil from 493 per cent in 
1970 to 153 per cent in 1989, 
while Indonesia achieved “an im- 
pressive reduction in poverty dur- 
ing the 1980s despite having to 
make macroeconomic adjustments 
in response to externa] shocks.” 

But in South Asia pr ogre ss has 
been less spectacular. Bangladesh 
has managed to reduce its pover- 
ty level from 51 per cent of rural 


population and 56 per cent of 
urban population in 1986 to 48 
and 44 per cent in 1988-89, while 
in Nepal 40 per cent of the 
population is still Irving in pover- 
ty- 

In India “far-reaching structu- 
ral reforms to promote growth 
and efficient labour demand” are 
needed if further progress is to be 
made, and in Pakistan almost 60 
per cent of children under five are 
suffering some kind of nutritional 
deficiency. * 


IMF chief opposes selling 
gold to help poorest nations 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
chief Michel Camdessus rejected 
here Friday a British proposal to 
sell part of the IMF’s gold re- 
serves to fund aid for the world’s 
poorest countries. 

“My basic conviction is that the 
gold of the fund is the strength of 
foe institution and we have to 
think twice before we think of 
diverting it to other purposes,” 
Mr. Camdessus told a press con- 
ference: 

“We are living in difficult times 
but who can tell us what the 
situation will be at the beginning 
of the next century,” when in his 
view “the world will need a still 


stronger fund,” Mr. Camdessus 
added. 

He felt the Fund should pursue 
its hitherto “conservative” atti- 
tude with regard to using its 
monetary gold reserves. 

Earlier Friday, British Chan- 
cellor of foe Exchequer Norman 
Lamont had told world financial 
leaders meeting here: “I would 
not rule out some modest sales of 
IMF gold as a way to fund at least 
part of the cost” of future balance 
of payments support for the 
poorest countries. 

A British Treasury official said 
a “modest” sale could involve 10 
to 15 million ounces of gold over 
10 years starting in 1996, or some 


10 per cent of the IMF's 103 
million ounces in gold reserves. 

In value terms, that would 
mean at least 23 billion Special 
Drawing Rights (SDRs), or S3.5 
bfllioo in all at current prices. 

“For a relatively modest sum 
we coukl fund quite a large part 
of an ESAF successor,” the 
Treasury official said. 

The Enhanced Structural 
Adjustment Facility (ESAF) 
which provides concessional IMF* 
funding to stricken low-income 
countries expires at the end of 
this year. 

The IMF says ESAF has been 
successful, and that a new prog- 
ramme of aid will be needed to 


succeed it. 

Donors may be hard to find at 
a time when many governments 
are involved in fiscal retrench- 
ment and “it will be necessary to 
examine imaginative ways to con- 
tain foe cost and to finance the 
new facility,'' Mr. Lamont said. 

Any decision to sell IMF gold 
must be approved by 85 per cent 
of voting rights within the inter- 
national financial organisation. 

A declaration issued at the end 
of Friday’s meeting of the IMF 
interim committee grouping 
world finance ministers said the 
IMF should examine “all the 
options” for the funding an 
ESAF successor. 


IMF reported urging Kuwait 
to reduce government spending 


KUWAIT (R) — Tbc Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
recommended Kuwait tackle its 
budget deficit by cutting govern- 
ment staff and wages and increas- 
ing domestic retail petrol prices, a 
newspaper has reported. 

A report by an IMF team that 
visited Kuwait urged “reform 
policies to check the quick deple- 
tion of Kuwait’s financial re- 
serves” that could affect interna- 
tional confidence in the economy 
and the Kuwaiti dinar, foe Arab 
Times said. - 
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COMPANY ‘ S BAKE 

TRADING 

PREV. 

VttM 

CLOSING 


VOLUME 

CLOSING 

PRICE 

PRICE 


JD 

PRICE 



ARAB BABB 

544.070 

137.750 

138.500 

137.500 

JORDAN NAZI ORAL. BANS 

(04,750 

5.040 

5.000 

4.990 

CAIRO AMHAB BAB* 

4,204 

35.000 

25.500 

25.500 

BABB DT JORDAN 

B, 711 

25.350 

25.300 

24.900 

KIBBLE EAST INVESTMENT BAKX. 

314,919 

1.4*0 

1.550 

1.820 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BAB* 

3*7,730 

4.000 

3.970 

4.000 

TEE BOOS IVC BAB* 

to, sot 

3.830 

3.840 

3.820 

JORDAN KDRAZT BAB* 

a7.no 

2.420 

2.420 

2.410 

ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BAB* 

2*1. ODO 

5.420 

3.750 

3.700 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BAB* 

2,047 

4.540 

*.540 

4.300 

DB1CB BAB* FOB SAVING A INVESTMENT 

20,213 

4.400 

4. 100 

4.210 

BUSINESS BAB* 

24,427 

3.370 

3.370 

3.280 


15.774 

(.200 

4.000 

5.950 

BKTT ZLKAL SAVING!. INVESTMENT ECUS BOOBING 

127, *30 

5.590 

5.700 

5.400 

-AMOK BAB* FOR INVESTMENT 

413,742 

1.490 

1.890 

1.430 

MU UUIK CORPORAXiaR/JORDAN 

17,147 

3.410 

2.400 

2.400 

PBHADELPIIIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

1,324,05* 

2.550 

1.430 

1.900 

ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 

4,8*4 

2.700 

2.430 

2.450 

JOROAR PRZBCB INSURANCE 

1.441,009 

4.130 

4.080 

3.840 

UNIVERSAL INSURANCE 

41.914 

2.840 

2.980 

3.830 

BCa.1 LARD INSURANCE 

«M 

3.11Q 

3.150 

3.150 

PHILADELPHIA INSURANCE 

10.444 

5.000 

5.250 

5.150 

ABAB UR A ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

*0,444 

2.950 

2.940 


JOROAR GULF INSURANCE 

3.1*5 

3.300 

3.300 

3.450 

ARAB 0R30H INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE 

2.223 

2.910 

3.040 


THE RATIONAL AKT.TA INSURANCE 

1,0*1 

3.100 

3.200 

1-350 

AL-NZSR AL-ARASI insurance 

24 

4.2*0 

0.000 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC (WB 

354,454 

2.210 

2.340 

2.210 

JORDAN HOTEL I TOURISM 

11,718 

*.240 

(.300 

7.870 

ZKBID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

10,993 

1.190 

1.150 


ABAB UTSRNAZIUniL MOTELS 

24,033 

5.770 

5.750 

5.400 


9.047 

2.250 

2.250 

2.300 

JORDAN TOURISM A SPA COMPLEX 

19,023 

0.470 

0.450 

0.440 

BAZTOML PORTFOLIO SKBlITin 

153,281 

€.130 

4.120 


BjDQ. ESlftXC DUVEStHETT 

214,7*9 

1.770 

1.7*0 


.insvuif nrrrr viol ESTMftZ nVESmCR 

558,880 

0.780 

0.770 



43,050 

1.130 

1.140 

1.300 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

83,184 

1.C30 

1.890 



23,721 

1.380 

1.370 


JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / AIM'! 

4.8*5 

10.100 

ID. MO 

n.ooo 

JORDAN PRESS A PUBLISHING /AD-DU3TOUB 

3,250 

*.500 

(.500 


uirTTTr, arrnfrr.R >UT A COMHPPOBF KTCZLS 

199,355 

2.370 

3.300 

2.190 

ATTABKEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

10,711 

2.000 


1.970 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTOR 1X5 

951.909 

1.110 

1.130 

3.090 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE NINES 

1,394 

4.550 

4.430 

4.440 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFIHART 

257,420 

10.5*0 

10.550 

10.510 

JORDAN PUB* me 

378 

7.(00 

7.700 

1 . 700 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

5,157 

2.430 

2.410 

3.SM 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL A AGRICULTURAL 

1,449,841 

4. *70 

(.900 

4.950 

TEC JORDAN WORSTED nn.1T 

34, *27 

4.200 

9.400 

9.050 

ARAB PKAKMACXDrlCAL MANUFACTURING 

542,929 

7.140 

7.200 

7.050 

JORDAN CERAJUC IMDUSPUES 

1,078,245 

4.520 

4.800 

7.370 

JORDAN DAIRY 

175,048 

2.550 

3.530 

2.540 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

74,199 

3.7CO 

1.750 

3.430 

TSSE PUBLIC KZ2TXVC 

1,152 

l.lOO 

3.050 

1.050 

ARAB eMRMTfA*. DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 

177,105 

21.TOO 

21.SOO 

31.850 

sprsaxac a weaving 

»},«» 

1.240 

3.280 

3.300 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

5,047 

3. <50 

3.400 

3.470 

JORDAN GLASS INDUSTRIES 

19,711 

0.700 

0.710 

0.700 

SAB AL tun DEVZUFXBQ t XRVESTKENT 

1,435,27* 

1(.«M 

15.000 

14.500 

ARAB INVESTMENT C ZMERNATIOWAL TRADE 

1*8. *15 

1.450 

3.450 

1.300 

ARAB ALUKOtriM IROtfSTRY 

219,245 

13.550 

13.550 

13.310 

LIVESTOCK l POULTRY 

77.093 

0.870 

0.870 

0.900 

ivvismn 

127,344 

1.1M 

3.0*0 

3.270 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING K TRADING 

1.0I5.MC 

2.150 

1.200 

2.170 

JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

1,421 

D.S20 

0.520 

0.520 

RAH (SAL CWPPT- INDUSTRY 

5*7,303 

8.050 

4.100 

4.130 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

43,823 

0.92D 

0.900 

0.900 

imswwiw RRTBO-maUCAL DRORMB 

<25,388 

4.250 

4.400 

4.110 

JKMMN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

24,355 

5.350 

5.400 

5.320 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

170,513 

2.900 

2.900 

2.940 

JOBDJUf umnCTOTPC & HASCK/JXMCO 

14,113 

1.280 

1.270 

1.250 

JORDAN PRECAST UNCHtn INDUSTRY 

192,337 

0.410 

0.410 

0.410 

JORDAN WOOD XMDUSnXES / JWICO 

35.385 

4.100 

4.000 

4.100 

NATIONAL mm* A WIRE mimJIcnUM 

2, (43,1*3 

31.030 

11.250 

11.908 

JORDAN SDIPNO-CHnCCALS 

224,145 

4-4(0 

4.520 

4.590 

ARAB CENTER BOR UNARM. 4 CHEMICALS 

202,9(1 

(.200 

4.200 

4 .100 

JORDAN KUWAIT CO. FOB MSI. 4 FOOD PROD. 

513,219 

1.930 

1.940 

2.030 

0WVBBU. HOURS IBECSTJU.ES 

1,175,349 

S.1S0 

3.110 

5.280 

BRAND TOTAL 

22,2*7, l» 




parallel' market tSAfime altzvm ns xez period < 24 / 04/1993 - zt/unm 1 

COMPANY'S HAH 

TRADING 

PRBV. 

CNRZRG 

CDOSBK 


VOLUME 

CLOSZBO 

MICE 

PRICE 


2D 

puez 



f-Pmuy emwiH TRADING 4 STORAGE 

(92,3*9 

0.840 

ft. HO 

1.000 


4,000 

0.980 

1.000 

1.000 

ARAB UflU. FOR IRVE4MW* * MOCATION 

719.424 

2.990 



JORDAN TRADE FACILITIES 

35,544 

O.UO 

0.490 

0.420 

MBitT,! rajtaXXATES INVESTMENT WHHTI6 

13,23* 

1.910 



KAMI BLH INVESTMENT 

3,250 

3.550 

3.500 

3.500 

GRAND TOTAL 

1.4(1.78* 




- 






The team also urged the emi- 
rate, which has created affluent 
living standards and a generous 
welfare state through oil exports, 
to impose charges for all public 
services apart from education, 
foe newspaper added. 

The report recommended foe 
Kuwaiti authorities “deal with . 
the probabilities by adopting a 
reformative financial policy dur- 
ing foe 1993/94 fiscal year and 
following years.” 

Kuwait, struggling with budget 
deficits because of the Gulf war, 
has projected a shortfall of 1.02 
billion dinars ($338 billion) for 
the 1993/94 fiscal year starting 
July 1. 

The emirate recorded a deficit 
of two billion dinars ($6.5 billion) 
in 1992/93 and 533 billion dinars 
($17.5 billion) in 1991/92. 

The emirate is estimated to 
have liquidated two-thirds of a 
$100 billion portfolio of overseas 
investment to pay for war-related 
costs, including oil sector repairs* 
and recovery. 

Spending pressure was such 
that Kuwait went to international 
capital markets for a $53 billion 
loan in late 1991. 

Kuwait withdrew an estimated 
total 103 billion dinars ($35 bil- 
lion) from official reserves to 
cover the deficit in 1990/91, 1991/ 
92 and 1992/93, foe newspaper 
said. 

“Serious efforts must be made 
to cut government wages, purch- 
ase of commodities and services, 
local subsidies and transactions 
and other related sectors,” foe 
report was quoted as saying. 

“The 1993/94 budget must con- 
tain a number of measures such 


as increasing energy prices — 
{specially petrol — to interna- 
tional levels, imposing or increas- 
ing charges on all public services 
— except education — to cover 
their cost.” 

Petrol prices at the pumps are 
around 200 fils (65 U.5. cents) a 
gallon. 

The report also called for a 
liberalisation of interest policy, 
saying the central bank’s tradi- 
tional policy of setting minimum 
interest rates on deposits and 
maximum interest rates on loans 
would ultimately hit foe level of 
savings. 

Economists said that a planned 
overhaul of Kuwait's domestic 
interest rate structure appears 
aimed at stimulating the stagnant 
economy and boosting commer- 
cial banks enfeebled by a chronic 
bad debt problem. 

The adjustments planned by 
the central bank, including a 03 
per cent cut in the discount rate 
to 7.0 per cent, will allow greater 
flexibility in fixing minimum in- 
terests rates on deposits and max- 
imum rates on loans. 

The measures, announced by 
the central bank Monday, are 
expected to take effect upon pub- 
lication in the government gazet- 
te within a week. 

“The discount rate cut and the 
new interest rate structure will 
have positive implications for foe 
financial market and improve 
banking sector performance,” a 
bank statement carried by the 
official Kuwait News Agency 
said. 

The economy has remained 
sluggish despite a revival in oil 


revenues largely because of a 
post-Gulf war fail in population 
and worries over Iraq and bad 
debts. 

Five of the six commercial 
banks recorded heavy losses for 
1990 and 1991. 

“Hie central bank is trying to 
increase the profitability of the 
banks by lowering their cost of 
funds (cheaper borrowing) and 
increasing their consumer loan 
margins,” a commercial banker 
who would not be named said. 

The maximum rate on consum- 
er loans will be foe new discount 
rate — 7.0 per cent — compared 
to six per cent currently. 

Interest payments, will continue 
to be front end discounted, pro- 
ducing a new effective rate of 
over 12 per cent compared with 
foe current effective rate of 1 1-3/4 
per cent. 

Bankers said the changes allow 
the banks more discretion in set- 
ting fixed deposit rates. Max- 
imuxns have been raised on some 
loan rates and minimums have 
been lowered or removed for 
rates on some categories of fixed 
deposits. 

The changes would also give 
foe government, under strong 
parliamentary pressure to cut 
state spending, leeway to lower 
the calendar 1993 rate it will pay 
on 5.6 billion dinars ($183 bil- 
lion) of bonds it issued to com- 
mercial banks last year. 

The government swapped the 
bonds for the banks’ portfolios of 
dubious loans in the first stage of 
a plan to solve a problem origi- 
nating in foe 1982 collapse of an 
informal bourse built on post- 
dated cheques. 


Arabs may import 30 million 
tonnes of steel by year 2000 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
countries may have to import 30 
million tonnes of steel by 2000 
unless they can sharply boost 
their own production, a Qatari 
official was quoted as saying. 

Arab steel production is in- 
creasing. but it “does not match 
Arab needs,” Qatari Electricity 
and Water Minister Ali A! Subai 
told the Arab Steel Union 
(ASU). according to the Qatari 
News Agency monitored here. 

A report by foe Abu Dhabi- 
based Arab Monetary Fund 
showed steel production in the 
Arab World stood at around 16 
million tonnes a year and it could 
rise by eight million tonnes a year 
when current expansions are 
completed. But it said the level 
accounted for less than 50 per 
cent of regional demand. 

Algeria is the biggest Arab 
steel producer, with an output of 


around 3.5 million tonnes a year, 
followed by Saudi Arabia, which 
produces about 2.8 million tonnes 
a year. Egypt, Morocco and 
Oatar are also major steel pro- 
ducers, with a combined output 
of around 3.5 million tonnes. 

The report showed iron ore 
reserves in the Arab region total- 
led 16.8 billion tonnes, the bulk 
of which are based on Algeria. 
Libya,. Saudi Arabia and Mauri- 
tania. But mining capacity does 
not exceed 17 million tonnes. 

“The capacity does not match 
foe large reserves and the signifi- 
cance of iron production in the 
development of Arab industries,” 
the report said. 

Economists said demand was 
growing fastest in the oil-rich 
Gulf, where the end of the war 
has triggered a business upturn 
and attracted many firms. 


They said construction was 
among' the sectors most affected 
by the upturn given its high re- 
turn and the absence of other 
major investment opportunities. 

Mr. Subai estimated Gulf de- 
mand for iron bars at nearly 2 5 
million tonnes a year and warned 
that international companies 
could take advantage of low Arab 
steel output to dump cheap pro- 
ducts on the regional market. . 

“We hope the Arab Steel L’rv- 
ion will exert more efforts to set 
up joint ventures to meet the 
local demand for steel. Arab 
plants should also complement 
each other instead of compet- 
ing,” he said. 

ASU’s Chairman Nlasoud 
Shtaih called for j strategy to 
develop the Arab steel sector, 
which he said was vital for a 
strong industrial and economic 
base. 


Regulators propose further 
bank capital adequacy rules 


BASLE, Switzerland (R) — In- 
ternational Bank regulators Fri- 
day proposed new capital ade- 
quacy requirements for banks to 
cover risk in the rapidly-growing 
market for derivative' financial 
instruments. 

The measures, which have 
been under discussion among reg- 
ulators and central bank gov- 
ernors for five years, would only 
modestly increase the amount of 
capital that banks are required to 
set aside to cover their risk expo- 
sure. 

“I hope that the discipline of 
these proposals will sharpen the 
attention of banks to the manage- 
ment of risk.” Gerald Corrigan, 
chairman of the Basle committee 
on banking supervision, told a 
news conference at the Bank for 
International Settlements, speak- 
ing by telephone from New York. 

The Basle committee's original 
1988 proposal for minimum capit- 
al adequacy requirements for 
banks in 1988, which stipulated 


banks must set aside capital 
equivalent to eight per cent of 
their lending, sen! shock waves 
through the international finan- 
cial sector. 

Mr. Corrigan, who is also pres- 
ident of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Nev; York, said the three 
new proposals, which stipulate 
capital requirements to cover ex- 
posure to market risk but which 
take account of the reduced risk 
resulting from the netting of posi- 
tions. would modestly increase 
capital adquacy needs. 

‘'Except in extraordinary cir- 
cumstances I would be very sur- 
prised to see these measures in- 
creasing capital adequacy re- 
quirements for banks by more 
than one percentage point, he 
pointed out. 

The committee proposed an 
expansion of the scope of netting 
arrangements acceptable for cal- 
culations of capiral adequacy. 

Netting is a procedure by which 
banks offset their gross mutual 
financial obligations to each other 


and calculate u net figure that one 
owes the other. It reduces the 
amount of capital banks have to 
set aside to cover credit risk and 
thus frees capital for other pur- 
poses. 

The new plan, which could 
come into effect next year, would 
allow netting of the total commit- 
ments between two banks, re- 
gardless of instrument or matur- 
ity date, if regulators were con- 
vinced of the legal soundness of 
any bilateral agreements. 

The committee also proposed 
measuring the risk exposure of 
banks incurred by unexpected 
price fluctuations in markets. It 
sets up capital adequacy require- 
ments for banks' trading in debt, 
equity and currency instruments. 

The committee also wants f 
system to measure and compare 
the risks to different institution? 
from interest-rate fluctuations. 
National regulators would impose 
capital requirements case-by-case 
if exposure was considered top 
high. 


Sudan cuts 
inflation 
to 80 % 


CAIRO (R) — Sudan has taken 
steps to halve its public spending 
deficit and has trimmed inflation 
to 80 per cent. Finance Minister 
Abdul Rahim Hamdi said in re- 
marks published Saturday. Mr. 
Hamdi was replying to a report 
by Sudan's national assembly sug- 
gesting that inflation was out of 
control. A1 Khartoum newspaper 
quoted him as telling reporters 
inflation had now dropped to 80 
per cent from 149 per cent in the 
second half of 1992. Inflation and 
a fuel shortage that has virtually 
stopped traffic in and between 
Sudan’s cities for days at a time 
have sparked scattered protests in 
the Arab north. Mr. Hamdi said 
an austerity programme, which 
did not affect energy, water or 
railway projects, would halve foe 
budget deficit to 34 billion 
Sudanese pounds ($170 million). 




Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel.: 677420 


4 OSCAR ACADMES 
FRANCIS COPPOL FILM 

DRACULA 
LOVE NEVER DIES 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 6:00. 8:15, 



Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: >334144 


Th*M*nWho 
Loved Women 


Show 1230. 330, 6:13, &3Q. 1030 . 



/L. 

Cinema 

PLAZA 

TeL: 699238" 

Steven Seagal in— 


MARKED FOR 
DEATH 


Shows: 12:30, 30:15. 4:45, 6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 


L- 

* J 


Tel.: 675571 

NabQ A1 WUihini Th mmtrm 


Today the Nabil Mashini Theatre' hosts 

A1 Fawanis Troupe acting 

In a play entitled:' 

Death of Taybeh 

By: Suheir Fahd, Mohammad Al Qabba- 
ni. Amer Al Khafash 


Nabil & Hisham’s 

AH LAN THEATRE 


Tel.: 625155 


presents 

Welcome Parliament and Budget 

On Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
at 9:00 p.m. 

Welcome New World Order 

On Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 9:00 p.m. 

Please make advance reservation 


|V. 


Indian experts worn of 
acute food shortfall 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India 
will face an acute food shortfall in 
the next five to 10 years unless 
cereal production is stepped up to 
match the population boom, 
according to agricultural experts. 

Indian Agriculture Research 
Institute chief S. K. Sinha, sum- 
ming up foe findings of a panel of 
farm experts, said the current 
output is “just about balancing 
the rising population,” the Press 
Trust of India has reported. 

But he warned that this would 
not be adequate in meeting future 
demands and India might have to 
go the way of many African and 
South American countries who 
import cereals to meet domestic 
requirement. 


India's annual food production 
is estimated at about 179 million 
tonnes and growth has been poor. 

Mr. Sinha said India should 
shift its focus from states which 
boast a high food production rate 
like the northern states of Punjab 
and .Haryana to neglected areas 
in foe south and east which have 
potential. 

He said newer technologies, 
better irrigation facilities and- 
promotion' of cereals other than 
rice and wheat were vital to boost 
production and avert the pro- 
jected shortage. 

India, home to some 870 peo- 
ple, adds about 17 million people, 
the population of Australia, to its 
numbers every year. 
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PEIBEIBIbltil 

~~ HE AMERICAN WOMEN OF AMMAN\ 
will hold their Hay sonthly general meeting 
on Kay 3rd at the Harriott Hotel 
f rog 10 

MB! 




ANNOUNCEMENT 

The members and friends of the Jordanian Scandlna- 
vian Friendship Association. 

You are cordially invited to attend the JSFA Annual Dinner \ 
— Dance under the patronage of Their Royal Highnesses ■ 
Prince Raad Bin Zeid & Princess Maida Raad on Mav i 
6th, 1993 at the Philadelphia Hotel at 20:00 hrs. : 
Ticket per person is at JD 16.-. Tickets are available with ; 
Mr. N. Azar (TeL: 648503), Mr. F. Schultz (TeL: 741914), ! 
Mre. H. Pharaon (Tel.: 665588), Mr. A. Elofson (Tel.: 
669177), Ms. L. Rusheidat (Tel.: 660170/821972) and: 
Danish Consulate (Tel.: 603703). 

For further Information , please contact the Sec - ' 
retarlat at 603703 - Ext 7404-7411 . 


VACANCY 

The American Embassy in Amman has a vacan- 
cy for a Visa Clerk to work in the Consular 
Section. Applicants must be high school gradu- 
ates (college education desirable) and must 
have good command of Arabic and English. 
Must be able to operate word processing and 
other office equipment and must have at least 
two years of experience in office clerical work 
preferably involving contact with the public. ’ 
Qualified applicants should submit an 
application form (available at the Embas- 
sy gate) to the Personnel Officer prior to' 
May 11, 1993. 
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